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Ippe Nifee Deebiru to Blaine Asato, Outgoing Officers & Staff

Our Okinawa Kai members and
friends in the Washington
communities have continued to gain a
greater appreciation of Okinawan
culture in a large part because of the
time and effort of Blaine Asato,
outgoing officers, and the Deigo
Shinpo and website staff.

Jppe
Nifee
Deebinu !!!

Under Blaine Asato’s leadership, our Okinawa Kai has
grown to 200 families. We have enjoyed Spring Festivals
(Shin Shun Kai), Autumn Picnics, a reception for Governor
Hirokazu Nakaima, showings of movie documentaries,
presented academic (graduation gifts and scholarships) and
cultural awards, and successfully sponsored several younger
generation members (McKenna Easley, Kay Makishi,
Naomi Makishi) in receiving prestigious Kempi
Scholarships and Jr Study Programs in Okinawa.

Ippe nifee deebiru
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Okinawa Kai Annual General Meeting— PSS

Please come to the Okinawa Kai Annual General Meeting !!!
Please share your ideas with your Uchinaanchu friends !!!
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. Date (] H): October 30, 2010 (Saturday)
Thank oy OU;V f’lends, Time ( ¥50): 1:30 - 4PM
M 90j 9 ’ﬁ f Place ( %577): Pohick Regional Library
Sy Off cers - 6450 Sydenstricker Road
Cers ! Burke, VA 22015
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Haisai Minasan! AP AEIA!

I hope all of you are doing well. We are entering the season of change when we say goodbye to the record
heat and look forward to the cooler temperatures of fall. I want to say thank you to all of our members and
guests who made this year’s picnic another great success.

The weather was perfect and there were a lot of games for the children and adults. 1’d like to invite all
members to our Annual General Meeting on October 30 at Pohick Regional Library in Burke. We will
install the new officers and say farewell to some outgoing officers.

This is my last message as president of the Okinawa Kai. I want to say a special “thank you” to all the officers who have served
in the last two years. Your dedication and hard work have made my job an easy one. As president, I have learned so much
about Okinawa and had the opportunity to meet with so many wonderful people; it truly was a great experience. Thank you for
allowing me to be a part of this great organization.

Lastly, I want to remind you of the Fifth Worldwide Uchinanchu Festival next October 13th — 16th at the new Okinawa Cellular
Baseball Stadium in Naha, Okinawa. The festival is held every five to six years and is meant to welcome home anyone who has
“roots” in Okinawa. Everyone I spoke to about the last festival in 2006 had very good memories of the event. If you plan to
visit Okinawa next year, plan to attend the Uchinanchu Festival.

I hope you have a blessed holiday season.

Blaine Asato
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2010 Executive Board Members — 2010 45 &/ T7% B

2 K—President
Tom Proctor

Hai sai. I am a nisei Uchinaanchu with
family (Kiyan) roots in Yomitan. [ am
honored to serve as your President. It
will be an especially busy year
preparing for our Shin Shun Kai 2011, a
TBD “Third” Kai Event, Picnic, and of course, the World
Uchinaanchu Festival. I look forward to having all generations
of Uchinaanchu work together to teach, learn and take greater
pride in our Okinawan heritage. Yoroshiku onegai shimasu

B4 —Vice President
Akko Kakazu

Haitai gusuuyoo. I'm Akko Kakazu. This will be

my 3rd year serving as your Vice-President. This

term will be very special because of the Sth

Worldwide Uchinanchu Festival in October

2011. With the main events held closer to Naha

Airport and plans for a much wider participation
by the local choodee, it will be a more meaningful "world family
reunion" that will truly begin to unite the Uchinaanchu as "one people".

E50—1" Secretary
Akiko Clifford

I am honored to serve as a secretary

for the second year, This will be my

fourth time as an officer since

becoming a member of Okinawa

Kai! I appreciate all of your
continued support and advice and look forward to
working with the new officers. Minasan, kotoshimo
yoroshiku onegai itashimasu!

502" Secretary
Atsuko Kyereboah

My husband and I have two children — son (10)
and daughter (4). The children love dancing with
their friends in Warabincha. When I attended the
Shin Shun Kai for the first time, I was touched by
the participants’ warm feeling for their far away

home (Uchina). Dozo yoroshiku.

222+—1% Treasurer
Atsuko Russell.

Hi everyone. My husband (Che) and I

have two sons — one in college; the

second in high school Thank you for

letting me serve Okinawa Kai as a first

treasurer again this year! I truly enjoy
seeing all of you Uchinanchu at our events

£23—2" Treasurer
Minori Kinjo

I enjoyed being Bunkabucho (Cultural Director)

for the past several years, and learned a lot from

other officers and performers. This time, [ am

hoping to be able to learn a new role and get to

know more members! I'll be at the reception,
hopefully! Kigaru ni koe wo kakete kudasai ne~! Yoroshiku onegai
shimasu!

AE R—
1% Cultural Director
Dennis Asato

Hai sai! 1 am an Uchinaanchu

from Hawaii. We look forward to

hearing your ideas for new
activities, especially activities that will encourage the
younger generations of Uchinaanchu, our members and
friends to learn more about our proud Okinawan heritage.
Onegai shimasu.

AEEE—
2"¢ Cultural Director
Helen Fujiko Yamada

Hai-tai! I grew up in Hawaii and took Okinawan
dance lessons and learned to play sanshin from
my mom. Both my parents love Okinawa and
shared this love with me. I am very fortunate to
have a supporting husband and children

(oldest started college, second son (13) and daughter (3)) who enable
me to devote time to my passion in Ryubu (Okinawan dance) and
sanshin. I look forward to learning Uchinaguchi and sharing

our Uchinanchu spirit. I am honored to be the 2nd Cultural Director
and look forward to an exciting year for our Okinawa Kai.




Okinawa Kai Autumn Picnic - iFE&S#o v 7 = 7

Saturday Sept 11 was as sunny afternoon as 150 members and friends gathered at the Bull Run Park in Centreville, VA for a fun-
filled Okinawa Kai Autumn Picnic. As we pulled into the parking lot, we could smell the sizzling hamburgers and hot dogs, and
hear the happy sounds of Okinawan music, Uchinaa-guchi, and the laughter of many, many children. This was going to be a
wonderful day.

With our ever-entertaining MC Che Russell keeping us laughing with his remarks, we caught up on the latest news from old
friends and met many new friends. Among our guests at the picnic were Regge Life (producer of the “Doubles” documentary
that Okinawa Kai showed in June), several journalist & educator colleagues of Akira & Tamiko Suzuki, and six students from
the Okinawa Kokusai Daigaku. Our guests quickly caught the ichariba choodee spirit — “once we meet, we are like brothers &
sisters”-- and relaxed among their new friends.

The tables were overflowing with delicious potluck food and drinks — ippe maasan (delicious!). In the “Bazaar Tent” were a
wonderful display of intricate origami objects made by Erik Yamada (13) and a display case of Okinawan culture and history
books by Helen Fujiko Yamada. The fundraising table was filled with vegetables, plum jam, cookbooks, and interesting cultural
items that were donated by members. Our fundraising master, Bob Finch, and his team turned on their charming smiles to sell
many 50-50 raffle tickets. Mina-san, ippe nifee deebiru (thank you very much) for your generous contributions.

Itsuko Asato, the chairperson of the election committee, thanked Blaine Asato and last years’ officers for their hard work and
tremendous effort in keeping our Okinawa Kai strong and active. The members unanimously elected the new officers for our
Okinawa Kai. We toasted best wishes to Tom Proctor, our new president, and his team of officers. You can learn more about
our new officers in this Deigo Shinpo Please give them your strong support. Onegai shimasu.

Yasutoshi Makishi loves to teach the younger generation about the games & toys that children played in Okinawa before the
age of video games & cell phones. The children swarmed around his “Nkashi Ashibi” (“Old Time” Games) table to make
wooden race cars and bamboo slingshots. They were so proud of the toys that they made. We enjoyed watching the kids taking
aim at pifiatas filled with candy, smashing watermelons, racing in a relay game and tossing bean bags. Meanwhile several folks
worked on puzzles and games to test their knowledge in Uchinaa-guchi ( Okinawan language).

Then it was time for our annual tsunahiki (tug-of-war) ! After close matches, the young girls showed their strength as they easily
beat the young guys; the men struggled a bit before pulling the women over the line; and the “world team” displayed impressive
power in beating a very strong “Team Naha”. Exhausted, but filled with happy memories, we celebrated the success of our
Autumn Picnic 2010 with kachashi dance.

Thank you to the many volunteers who helped to make it an enjoyable Autumn Picnic. Ippe nifee debiru ! (Please See “Autumn
Picnic Volunteers” article)
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Autumn Picnic Volunteers —Ippe Nifee Deebiru !!!
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g Thank you to the many members & friends who helped to make our Autumn Picnic 2010 into such a
ppe happy event. Ippe nifee debiru! [ Gomen (apologies) if we forgot a name or two from this list ]

Nifee | 010 OO E 2 = o 7 2 HIINT I E 15 DET 2T 4T DHEE A~
Deelinu ! | | LiF 54, fv—cn—F— (FUF D) . b L. AFiOTHREASRHY £ LT
5 Y S BB L <EEL

Picnic Lead — Blaine Asato

Cooks — Keiko Danis (lead), Kazuko Sanford, Hisae Preddy, Bob Finch

Setup — Larry Kelly (lead) & many, many helpers

Supplies — Keiko Danis, Itsuko Asato, Larry Kelly

Games & Prizes— Minori Kinjo (lead), Akko Kakazu, Dennis Asato, Tom Proctor, Kwan & Tomomi Chang,
Tamiko Suzuki & friends, Masuko Finch

“Nkashi Ashibi” (“Old Time” Play) — Yasutoshi Makishi

MC & Sound System — Che Russell (MC), Blaine Asato

50/50 Raffle — Bob Finch (lead), Manfred Kyereboah

Registration — Atsuko Russell, Itsuyo Bennett, Atsuko Kyereboah

Bazaar Tent (donations) — Izumi Cox (vegetables & plum jam), Itsuko Asato (winter melon), Mieko Maeshiro
(Bingata, polo shirts, books ) Kazuko Sanford( vegetables) Kanako Leppert(vegetables), Atsuko Russell (VHS
tapes), Yoneko Makishi ( VHS tapes), Masuko Finch (special drink)

e Fundraising Table — Eiko Fjeld, Yoneko Makishi, Ritsuko Kinsley

¢ Origami & Okinawa Culture Display — Erik Yamada(13) & Yamada Family

e Newsletter, Website — Micko Maeshiro, Lisa Simmons, Akiko Clifford

6



5™ WORLDWIDE UCHINAANCHU FESTIVAL
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Get ready for the 5™ Worldwide Uchinaanchu Festival (WUF) !!! Every 5-6 years since 1990, Uchinaanchu (Okinawans) from
all over the world gather in Okinawa for a “world family reunion”. The 5™ WUF will be held on October 13-16, 2011 at the
Okinawa Cellular Baseball Stadium in Naha. Governor Hirokazu Nakaima aims to have events that would involve much greater
interactions between the local Okinawans and their Overseas choodee (brothers & sisters) at this festival than in past WUFs.

We will share exciting news of the Uchinaanchu Festival as we receive them from the WUF committee.
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EDUCATION & CULTURAL
’ AWARDS PROGRAMS

Members are encouraged to take advantage of our Okinawa Kai education & cultural awards program. More detailed
information on these awards programs is available at www.okinawakai.org. If you have questions about these
education/cultural awards programs, please call the Education Committee chairperson, Mieko Maeshiro.
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Our Okinawa Kai has two award programs:
Academic Award (FFEIEFE4)
Cultural Award  (SCAb3Efh4%)

S&R Foundation Washington Award

The S&R Foundation has asked our Okinawa Kai to inform our members about their “Washington Award”. To
encourage better understanding between the US and Japan, the S&R Foundation has established an award aimed at
talented young artists in the fields of fine arts, music, drama, dance, photography, and film. Information on the “S&R
Foundation Washington Award” can be found at: www.sandr.org.

S&R A E A B A D4 B O & A~ “Washington Award" (Z2OWCTEBHHET 25 K 9 (TIKENH Y
F L, TAV A EAARBEORFRE LD W oZ 5 HfRT D 2412 S&R MFE NITEM, F2, HEl %



http://www.okinawa.org/
http://www.okinawakai.org/
http://www.sandr.org/

W, BE, REOSHFIZBITOFTRODHEWEINF e G L LR EESEZH I LE L, T 0%y
BIZOWVWTOFELWE #ITY =794 b www.sandr.org. Z % T X\,

Cliampury COmer 4> 7y —a—+—

UCHINAA-GUCHI STUDY GROUP
T FF— OfiRs

Don’t you love listening to your grandparents and their friends speak Uchinaa-guchi (Okinawan language)? Have you read
ryuka (Ryukyuan poem) or the lyrics for classical Okinawan songs? Uchinaa-guchi is a beautiful language. Sadly, the dialects
of Okinawa are recognized as “languages in danger” by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO). See http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/index.php?pg=00206 .

Let's form an Uchinaa-guchi Study Group ! It will be fun to get together to teach, learn or just practice Uchinaa-guchi. Please

contact Tokiko Tritt-san ( trittS@cox.net )
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BULLETIN BOARD
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« We generally do not post phone numbers & addresses of members in the Deigo Shinpo. Please
refer to your Okinawa Kai directory for contact information.
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« If you have any news you wish to share, please contact the Deigo Shinpo staff members.
fip=a—ANHY F L7zb Deigo Shinpo A ¥ v 7 ~ma— A% %S5 T I,
Deigo Shinpo Staff:
Dennis Asato, Itsuko Asato, Akko Kakazu,
Mieko Maeshiro, Tamiko Suzuki,

« If you move to a new location, please send the new address and contact information to the
address below. EFTAE L7HE1E, Tt ~H LWMETT 2% - T E S0,
Okinawa Kai Membership
6506 Langleigh Way
Alexandria, VA 22315



http://www.sandr.org/
http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/index.php?pg=00206
http://us.mc561.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=tritt5@cox.net
http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/index.php?pg=00206
http://us.mc561.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=tritt5@cox.net




AUTUMN PICNIC 2010
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