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President’s Greeting: Itsuko Asato

The spring has finally arrived! | enjoyed viewing the beautiful pink cherry blossoms; | felt a breath of
spring.

The Cherry Blossom Festival was held from March 20" through the 13" of April. This year, we had
perfect timing to enjoy the festival and to see the peak of the cherry blossom blooms. And what a joy it
was to see Rimi Natsukawa (Okinawan singer from Ishigaki Island) at the Kennedy Center. The Japanese
Embassy sponsored the “Rimi Natsukawa” concert on the 20" of March, the very first day of the Cherry
Blossom Festival. Many fans heard the good news of her concert; some of them drove over six hours to
see the concert. When her hit song, “Nada So-So-” was sung, the audience was overwhelmed and the
concert reached the climax. She was also the very first performer to sing at the Cherry Blossom Festival
opening ceremony. Her singing and up tempo energetic Okinawan music played by the sanshin and taiko
brought the venue in high festive mood. The Cherry Blossom Festival was painted strongly with
Okinawan color this year.

For Okinawa Kai members, spring is “Shin Shun Kai” season. The Okinawa Kai celebrated its 30™
Anniversary last year and we chose the theme “The Future Generation” to inspire the younger
generation of Uchinanchu. To celebrate the 2014 “Year of the Horse,” we showcased the many talented
members of our Okinawa Kai. As we planned the program, it became clear there would be a lot of
variety. From utasanshin by the sanshin group, utasanshin by solo, kutu play accompanied by sanshin,
two Ryukyu dance groups, solo dance, two karate groups, Uchina-guchu comedy, Hawaiian steel guitar
and mandolin play, violin and keyboard, eisa- by the two groups, children with a horse drawing and
Niseta-tour participants greeting. There was a lot of variety indeed. It could not have been possible
without the team work of the stage crew, performer assistants, and skilled sound system team! We
could not enjoy the show without their dedicated work. Thank you to the stage crew and to the sound
team.

We also celebrated Tushibi-. We had six members turning 73 this year (count age by Chinese zodiac),
one member will be 85 and Mrs. Miyoko Shima celebrated her 100" birth year! Congratulations to all of
them. The 2014 Shin Shun Kai was a great success. | hope you were able to attend and enjoy this great
event and meet old friends, and make new friends. | want to thank all the performers, planning
committee members, those who helped at various jobs and of course our members and guests who
brought such delicious food.

Okinawa Kai submitted Yui Clifford as our nominee for the Uchina-Junior Study program this summer.
We wish her well in the selection process and | hope she will be able visit Okinawa and also attend this
rewarding program.

It is getting warmer every day. By the time you receive this newsletter, many of you may be enjoying
gardening and getting ready for planting the summer vegetables. | wish all of you well and | look forward
to seeing you at our annual fall picnic.
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KDY = 7 (AUTUMN PICNIC)

KIZIZBELWE = 2 03H 0 7, BEFLVWSLLIZ, BONLWIHRARNT, F—L7E b LTHKZE
DHLETEBHLWSX DR LAEL L D, Inautumn, we will have a big picnic. It is time again to have fun
together, eating yummy food and playing games under the beautiful autumn sky. Do not miss it!

HEF : 201449 A 13 H (LMEH) 11 Ff~ 4 IFF /September 13 (Saturday) 11:00 pm —4:00 pm
YA+ Bull Run Regional Park at 7700 Bull Run Drive Centreville, VA 20121

WED [TWITHHER IEELWERZ BT LE T, More information will be in the next newsletter.

[ B #£4 (Education Fund) ]

MBI TROBEE A V=T W= LET, (Okinawa Kai offer two award programs.)

1. IR FE & (Academic Award)

2. SULIREIE 4 (Cultural Award)
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Nine members have been awarded the Academic Award, and two students for Cultural
Award. If you or your child have/has started a class/training (Karate, Dance, Music, Japanese
language school, or other classes related to Okinawan culture), please apply. If qualified, the
applicant will receive $50.00 of award. If you are interested in the award, please contact Lisa
Simmons (703-646-5084); lisasimmons@gmail.com or link to the above Okinawakai WEB site.
Members are encouraged to take advantage of this program. More detailed information is
available at www.okinawakai.org :

MRS b DZEEMR (Graduation Gift from Okinawa Kai)
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% F—ETLD Atsuko Russell X A D EA—Lgokiihug@gmail.com) 125> TF XV,
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Congratulations, graduates. In Okinawa we have a custom of giving graduation gift to a graduate. Following this
tradition, we have a program to recognize achievements of the students in our Okinawa Kai. If you earned a high
school diploma or an undergraduate degree in 2013 or 2014, please send the following information to Atsuko Russell’s

Email(ookiihug@gmail.com) by May 31.

1. Name 2.School 3.Address 4.Year of Graduation 5.Phone Number 6. Degree (College) 7.Parent’s Name
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Niseta Tour 2014 in Buenos Aires, Argentina (1) by Karen Hoch

It is my pleasure to be given an opportunity to contribute to the Okinawa Kai

Newsletter, as | had an opportunity to participate in Niseta Tour 2014 in Buenos

Aires in January. 1 would like to briefly introduce myself. My name is Karen Hoch,

and those of you who have attended the fall picnic and Shinnenkai may have seen

me. | am a Spanish major at Shippensburg University, and | also speak, read and

write English and Japanese. | was born in America, grew up in mainland Japan and

lived in Okinawa for two years until 2012 when we moved back to the U.S.

Okinawa was the best place that | had ever lived, and | was touched by the genuine

kindness of the Okinawan people, even after they learned that my father is American

and my mother is a naichaa. They would always tell us, “Ichido sundara

uchinanchu.” (Once you live on the island, you are an islander.) To my delight, | also seem to look
Okinawan to them; one time, an obaa even insisted to take me home with her as a bride to her second son!
She was very sweet, but | politely declined.

As a Spanish major, | studied abroad in Spain in the summer of 2013. It was an eye opener to actually
live in a Spanish-speaking environment, and | felt at home in a very accepting and welcoming community.
As | was blessed with many Hispanic friends, | had always wanted to see Latin America. Then, | learned
about the Niseta Tour last year. | felt it was a perfect opportunity for me to learn about Okinawan culture,
Argentinian culture, and the blend of both. | was also able to share my recent experiences in Okinawa.
When | applied last year, | was not sure if | would be accepted because of my ancestry. However, Mrs.
Kakazu worked very hard corresponding with the Kenjinkai of Buenos Aires and eventually, | was
accepted. In the months before my departure, | practiced sanshin, reviewed the history and culture of
Okinawa as well as learned more about Argentina and the dialect of Buenos Aires. All of this came to
fruition when | arrived there.l was immersed in a cultural experience through various workshops
including eisa, ryukyu buyo, baile folklore and tango. My host father was a sanshin sensei, so he led the
sanshin workshop. | took my own sanshin, and through playing together with other sanshin players, |
have made connections to last a lifetime. | made new friends who are passionate about sanshin, and met a
sanshin master who was delighted to see a naichaa in love with Okinawan culture. As | was playing
“Bashoufu,” he began to sing. We played several songs together, and we enjoyed a conversation. | will
never forget the delightful sparkle in his eyes as he spoke. | promised him that | would never forget my
Japanese and American roots, and my uchinanchu and Latina spirits. He said, “You are always, always
welcome here. It is my sincere hope to see your return.” As | enjoyed the activities, | met many
uchinanchu from Argentina, Peru, Brazil and Bolivia. Just like in Okinawa, everyone was very warm and
welcoming, and accepted me without reservation. All eight days of the cultural exchange, | was
surrounded by genuine kindness, and | truly felt at home. | spoke and translated in Spanish, English and
Japanese. My new friends were eager to teach me the Spanish of Buenos Aires, including the usage of
“vos” instead of “t0” to mean “you.” Even at the stores in Buenos Aires, | would be asked, “So what part
of Buenos Aires are you from?” When | replied with the neighborhood | was staying in, the shopkeeper
worried that it was a bit of a distance, but | assured her that it was not a big trip at all. She smiled and
wished me pleasant day!

The Niseta Tour 2014 was a wonderful learning opportunity, and a delightful experience. | have been
keeping in touch with the wonderful people that | met, and they have all asked that | return soon, telling
me that | now have family in Latin America. “Ichariba choodee.” With tears, we bid our farewells on the
last day. And then we smiled, for we knew that our goodbyes would not last for long- we will see each
other again. | hope to see you soon, my dear friends!
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Sakura Matsuri 2014

On April 12" a huge crowd flocked to Pennsylvania Avenue just a few blocks from the
White House to attend the 2014 Sakura Matsuri (Cherry Blossom Festival). The Sakura Matsuri
stretched for five blocks and was alive with the excitement of Japanese traditional and
contemporary music and dances, food, craft exhibits, cooking demonstration and martial arts.

We were especially proud to watch members of our Okinawa Kai share our culture with
visitors to the largest Japanese festivals in America. As they have been doing for over 10 years
at the Sakura Matsuri, the Okinawa Sanshin of Washington (OSW) performed lively Okinawan
minyo songs for the large enthusiastic crowd. The OSW final number had the audience
clapping & laughing as Emiko Eiland, Yoshiko Butler, Hisako Oller & Matsuko Stephens
performed their comedy dance Umi nu Chimbora.

Squeezing our way through the crowd at the Martial Arts Stage, we watched the Northern
Virginia Isshinryu Karate (Renshigo James Miller) perform Okinawan karate-do. The audience
sat in awe of the power and art of kata (defensive forms), kobudo (weapons made from
Okinawan farm tools) and kumite (partner sparring). Everyone then cheered loudly as boards
were broken in the tameshiwari demonstation.

We then hurried to another stage several blocks away to see Tamagusuku Ryu dancers from
Los Angeles and Hawaii join Shihan Momo Onno in presenting a wonderfully diverse program of
elegant classical (koten) and lively folk (minyo) Okinawan dances, Hana nu Kajimaya by cute
“Warabincha” children, and uta-sanshin by Kyoko Dennard.

We also watched young students who just graduated from the Washington DC Japanese
Language School in March performing eisa“Mirukumunari” choreographed by Kyoko, for the
first time at Sakura Matsuri. It should be noted that those students performed eisa on the day
of graduation ceremony at Washington DC Japanese Language School too.

Congratulations and ippe nifee debiru for working so hard to share our Okinawan culture
with visitors from around the world.
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Congratulations to those who were born in the year of the Horse. Best wishes for the beginning of the
new cycle. To carry on an Okinawan tradition, Okinawa Kai celebrated Tusubi-for 6 members at 73 birth-
years( 1942 ) and one member at 85 birth-years( 1930), and one member at 100 birth-year(1914),

We gave special gifts to the people below.

73 years old ( Chinese count):1. Eiko Fjeld (Fairfax, VA) 2. Midori Reynolds( Fredericksburg, VA)
3. Miyoko Strosser (Chantilly, VA) 4. Satsuki Swisher (Carlisle, PA) 5. Mitsuko Ruch (Woodbridge, VA)
6. Hisae Preddy (Manassas, VA)

85 years old (Chinese count): Mitsu Malloy (Reisterstown, MD)

100 years old (Chinese count): Miyoko Shima (Washington, DC)
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Ry 7 74— FHABIL(michie.beckford@gmail.com)
Eisa group who received lots of applause at this year’s Shin Shun Kai will now start as a club. We will
also perform on May 3rd at the “Passport DC” event organized by the Japan Embassy. Our goal is
performing not only at Shin Shun Kai but also at the “Sakura Festival” next year. Let’s work hard and
sweat together. Anyone, female or male above middle school are welcome to join. Don’t miss this
opportunity if you want to dance heart beating Okinawan Eisa!

Contact: Kyoko Dennard (samits448@yahoo.co.jp )
Michie Beckford(michie.beckford@gmail.com)
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Some of you would still remember when our choodee (brothers and sisters)
started to migrated to Bolivia cultivate farms and establish Okinawan
community in the post WW2 Era. The systematic migration initiated by the US
Military Government and Ryukyu Government started back in 1954 and it
continued till 1964.

It has been almost 60 years since the first group of 401 Okinawan arrived in
the jungle of Bolivia, and the total of 3298 Okinawans migrated in the 10
years period.

Okinawa Bolivia Association will be holding 60th Anniversary events along
with their annual Harvest Festival on August 16 and 17. If you are interested
in attending the event or have any questions, please contact Akko

Cacaji. (301)656-4445, or tinsagu@gmail. com
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Eh#R(Obituary)
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Mrs. Faye Taira, Betty Taira’s sister-in-law sent a Thank You card to Okinawa Kai and those who donated
monetary to Okinawa Kai Education Fund, in lieu of flowers.
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Dr. Calvin Taira who lived in McLean, VA passed away on January 2014. Upon the request of his
family members, the Washington D.C. Okinawa Kai has made a contribution to the Japanese
Americans Veterans Association, in lieu of flowers. Thank you card was sent by his wife Faye Taira.
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Sueko Smith who lived in Stafford, VA passed away on January 18, 2014. Washington D.C. Okinawa
Kai sent flowers to the family.
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