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Date (}J] H): September 13, 2008 (Saturday)
Time (FffE]) :11:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Place (35771) :Bull Run Park, Centreville, VA

More information will be sent to you later... # L\ MEHRIZK G CTBALELET,
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Colorful, gorgeous spring is upon us. The balmy days make me feel light-headed. Our 25"
Anniversary Shinshun Kai of March 29, 2008 that was a great success is over now. This

realization gives me a moment of relief.

Our 25" Anniversary Shinshun Kai celebration consisted of three main events: the pre-
event dinner the night before with guests from other Okinawa associations and performers, the performance and the dinner in the
cafeteria. All these events were well attended and lively beyond expectation. Two years ago, we formed the 25" Anniversary
Planning Committee. We met many, many times to plan the celebration. As if blessing our wish, the Mother Nature greeted us
on March 29, 2008, with beautiful cherry blossoms that were at their peak.

Indeed, it was the unforgettable day. With Mrs. Shokan Shima, our special guest, in audience, the curtain opened. The opening
piece was the Gajadefubushi performed by old time Okinawa Kai members and former students of Master Kazuko Chibana, and
then followed by many dances, Karate demonstrations, and sounds of sanshin and finger-whistles. For two and a half hours, we
were immersed in Okinawan melodies and our hearts and souls traveled back to Okinawa. A friend told me that longing for
home made her eyes swell with tears. | hear that many audiences were also moved.

I would like to thank groups and individuals for their beautiful performances as well as the volunteers for their assistance behind
the scenes during the performances.

With a great sense of excitement and satisfaction over the performances, our event moved to the cafeteria. Three rows of home
cooked dishes welcomed us. Ladies and gentlemen, the dishes you prepared with great care were delicious!!! It was a real
Nuchi Gusui (food that touched the soul). THANK YOU!!!! Those who helped at the cafeteria were so busy serving food and
drinks to about 700 participants ... you did not have the chance to eat. You are the real POWER behind the scene. | can find no
words to express my gratitude to you. | also would like to express my appreciation to those who were responsible for the dinner
program.

I would like to say “Thank you!!!” to the Set up Team who came to the school early to be ready for the events, to Reception
Team, Parking helpers, guides, helpers at the cook book desk, to those who made special things by hands for our special
occasion, and to those who arranged flowers. The 25" Celebration Committee members and Cook Book Committee members
worked hard for a long period. “Thank you for your dedicated services to Okinawa Kai.” | would like to add that the invitations
to dancers and musicians in Okinawa, and a dancer in Brazil were extended by individual members. Beautiful Bingata
decorations were also the result of individual efforts. Special thanks for their selfless efforts.

In addition, we had many guests from far away places. | appreciated the material as well as the spiritual supports given by other
Okinawa associations and friends. | was deeply touched by their unique Uchinanchu kindness.

We have just taken a step into another 25 years of Okinawa Kai. In addition to enhancing friendship among our members, let’s
develop some activities that may uplift ourselves. | hope that we will have more frequent contacts with other Okinawa
associations to achieve better networking. | hope | will see your big smiles at the next event.
| pray for you health and happiness.

I'tsuko Asato/i& 17 4 b



Okinawa Kai 25" Celebration Anniversary Shinshun Kai

The 25" Anniversary Celebration Shinshun Kai was held on
March 29 at Annandale High School in Virginia to celebrate
the joy of spring arrival and to commemorate our 25"
Anniversary. The first part of the Celebration, the
performances at the auditorium, opened with Gajadefu
performed by former students of Master Kazuko
Chibana/Aharen Honryu Keisenkai. These students started
taking lessons from Master Chibana more than 24 years ago.
In addition, Chibana Sensei performed “Higasa Orori,” and
danced, accompanied by the Okinawa Sansen Group, lively
“Hatoma Bush.”

Kinjo Hirae Sensei of Hirae Kinjo Dojo of Tamagusuku-ryu
and her 12 students, and 6 Nomurara-ryu Sansen players came
all the way from Okinawa for this occasion. The dancers from
Okinawa and DC area students of Tamagusuku-ryu performed
“Udui Kufadisa,” “Kotobuki no Mai,” “Shishimai-Bojutsu,”
“Nuchi Bana,”and “Kanayo Amakawa” that added beautiful
colors to the program. Mr. Marcelo Chuei
Matsudo/Tamagusukuryu Senjyukai, a guest performer from
Brazil, added another color by performing “Nubuikuduchi.”
The Okinawa Sansen Group has performed at our SSK
functions many times. We are always impressed by their
progress over the years. Their performance this year was
superb. We were all proud of their great accomplishment.
Congratulations!! Other performers were Teiko Tursi who
demonstrated Chinese Martial Art, and our regular martial art
groups, Uechiryu Karate School of Master Nestor Folta and
Isshinryu School of Master Carl Hovey. Their Karate
demonstrations added excitements. It was nice to see a
comical skit, “Shichimun Kuduchi,” and a comical dance
performed by our members, “nenes (sisters),” and
“ninis(brothers)” that brought cheers and laughter. Part Two
of the event took place at a cafeteria where over 600 people
enjoyed food and fellowship. Members and presidents of
Chicago, Indiana, Ohio, Georgia North Carolina and New
York Okinawa associations participated in our event. The
event ended in the happiest mood.

(SSKO8 pictures are attached at the end)
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BB SR AR N 025 - Gifts from Shuri High School, Naha, Okinawa
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Our celebration ended in the happy mood of a great success that would not have been possible without supports and cooperation
of performers and volunteers. We would like to add a special note about three pieces of Bingata wall decorations that surely
attracted many people’s attention. These pieces were created as graduation projects by fabric design and dye students of Shuri
High School in Naha, Okinawa. The smaller two pieces have been donated to Okinawa Kai, while the biggest piece that covered
the entire wall of the cafeteria was on loan and has been since returned. They had familiar scenes such as banyan tree, kijimuna
(mystic creature living under banyan trees), Shuri Castle Samurai Parade; and on the biggest piece the themes of the Shuri
Kingdom such as the Shuri Castle, and a Chinese Envoy ship.

Akiko Kakazu is a graduate of Shuri High School specializing in fabric design/dye. She graduated from the High School in
1983 when Okinawa Kai of Washington, DC was established. Amazingly we have three graduates of Shuri High School in our
membership. Akiko san’s graduating class project was the designing and dyeing of the Dragon, that signifyies the Year of
Dragon. She thought it would be nice to decorate it along with the theme of the 12 animals as we were also celebrating the Year
of the Rat. Unfortunately this particular Bingata piece has been already donated to its sister high school in America. Akiko-san
visited her high school so that she could brighten our event with the Bingata pieces. The school, her teacher and principle finally
accepted her request and she single handedly brought them from Okinawa over here. We are certain, the Bingata pieces will be
displayed at various places here during Okinawa Kai related events.

Akiko-san, thank you very much.

THEEEFNOERETEFIHRB TOHONEST L ST ! !

Congratulations to those who were born in the Year of the Rat (1936, 1948, 1960, 1972, 1984, 1996, 2008.) Best
wishes for the beginning of the new cycle. Those who were born in 1936 were honored with special gifts.
They were:

Andrew Douglas Sawako LaBoissiere Mieko Maeshiro
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Graduation Gift from Okinawa Kai RS D HZEFEARIN

Congratulations, graduates. In Okinawa we have a custom of | ZFERBDTE 5 TIWVET, il TlT, FEAIT FZ Bl
giving graduation gift to a graduate. Following this tradition, 7& BT BENHYET, (ﬁPf%/\T% ZOEIFIZ B7RA

we have a program to recognize achievements of the students %@:Mm Vo UTTAARREAE T > TV ET, 2007-2008
in our Okinawa Kai. If you earned a high school diploma or L:%&% U<k, R¥PE2EE LTI, TROFHALAD L
an undergraduate degree in 2007 or 2008, please send the EOTFINY,
following information:.

- Name - School - R4 - A

- Address - Year of Graduation - fEFT - BRYE DR

proneer - Dsres (Cole) i O

: : - : - PRiEE KA

For more information contact www.okinawakai.org
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We offer two award programs:
1) Academic Award (ZF3IEE 4)
2) Cultural Award (L3R 4)
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Members are encouraged to take advantage of this program. A > /3—® 2@ FUND T3 BB WIZZFIH T I W,
More detailed information is available at www.okinawakai.org : 5 LWNEIL, LfLOA ¥ —F v M EHEE F S0,

Six members have been awarded the Academic Award; however, none for Cultural Award. If you or your

child have/has started a class/training (Karate, Dance, Music, Japanese language school, or other classes related
to Okinawan culture), please apply. If qualified, the applicant will receive $50.00 of award. If you are interested
in the award, please contact the above Okinawa Kai WEB site. TIFETIZ 6 AD A L /3—|Z Academic
Award %3 LE L7228 Cultural Award 1%, £72—AbWEH A, Cultural Award 13, FILE~D (ZEF Hikk
PR BRERER HAGESMR Zoftt oy X $—r ) L4 ($50.00)TT, FEbG LD FT,
U ko s 27713, Okinawa Kai WEB site # 2 < 72500,
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Our secretary, Lisa Simmons had a baby girl on 2/8/08. She looks just like her husband, Gary. The baby’ s name is Elena Ai.

Congratulations.
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Drs. Takao and Utako Kinjo had a baby boy on 2/16/08. His name is Ikko. The baby also looks like his father.
Congratulations.
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Congratulations to Minori Kinjo, our Bunka Bucho. She will be awarded a Ph.D. degree in Pharmaceutical Science from
University of Maryland in May, 2008. Her father will be coming from Okinawa to attend the commencement. She is the
first recipient of Okinawa Kai Scholarship. In spite of her heavy workload of conducting research and working at a hospital
on weekends, she has been on our Executive Board since 2004. Best wishes for her new beginnings. Let’s give her a

toast!!!

¥Bob Finch san, it was so nice to see you at our Shinshun Kai 08. You looked perfectly healthy. We could not
believe that you had a surgery in December, 2007. Happy Recovery!!!
A7 Finch SADTRIZRLNTMEY T, RS TIHARBEEHRL UEo L LE L, EHED 12 ICF
i oleZpATRELBNEEATL,
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Hiraya-chi Trocchio

(Okinawan Vegetable Crepe)
Ingredients:

5T. flour

Y c. water

1egg

1 tsp katsuo( bonito) dashinomoto

1 stalk green onion, sliced thinly

6 stalks of nira ( Chinese flat leaf chives),
sliced thinly

vegetable oil or spray oil

2 T. katsuobushi

1 T. tonkatsu sauce

mayonnaise ( optional)

karashi ( Japanese hot mustard, optional)

Directions:

Summited by: Naomi
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Mix flour, water, egg, dashinomoto, green onions and nira BN o ZBPETHAMD Y 5% 7 T A /20D,

together to make the batter. Place the frying pan over
medium heat with enough oil to make a very thin coat and
when it is hot, pour half of the mixture into the pan.
Quickly roll and tilt the pan to spread the batter evenly.
When the surface of the hiraya-chi ( crepe ) looks dry,
then flip it over like a pancake. When other side is heated
through, place the hiraya-chi on a plate. Sprinkle
katsuobushi and tonkatsu sauce on top of the hiraya-chi to
taste. You may mix the tonkatsu sauce, mayonnaise and
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karashi together to make a special sauce and serve with
hiraya-chi. Enjoy!

Tamagusuku Ryu-Kinjo Hirae Ryubu Dojo
Kennedy Center-Millennium Stage

Dancing fills me with a sense of accomplishment and wonder. Without Rnowing a word of their language, I have
been able to share exquisite ORinawan poems with people in many parts of the world through dance.
[Hirae Kinjo portfolio]

From the moment we saw the dance group perform at our Okinawa Kai’s 25" Anniversary celebration, we knew that the
Tamagusuku Ryu-Kinjo Hirae Ryubu Dojo of Kin, Okinawa and the jikata (musicians) Nomura Ryu Ongaku Kyokai would be a
big hit with audiences at the Kennedy Center and at the Cherry Blossom Festival.

They barely had time to recover from their jet-lag and our 25" Anniversary celebration, when they performed before an
enthusiastic, overflowing “standing-room-only” crowd at the Kennedy Center-Millennium Stage on April 2. Opening with
Shishimai-Bojutsu, Hatuma Shirizu, and Nnatu Kuri Bushi, the audience were captivated with the elegance, excitement and
wide diversity of Okinawan dances and music. The dancers’ Okinawan bingata and kasuri kimono were stunningly beautiful as
were the dignified kurocho (formal black kimono) and golden hachimachi (hats) worn by the jikata. Three of our Okinawa Kai
members (Keiko Mongan, Toyoko Castagna, Toshie Cerveny) had the honor of dancing with the group from Okinawa. The
finale for the hour-long program was Shiki no Hana, a special dance that was choreographed by Hirae Kinjo-sensei to the music
composed by one of the jikata, Mitsuru Miyagi-sensei.

We were so proud to see the dances and music of Okinawa being performed so well at the prestigious Kennedy Center.
Omedeto Gozaimasu! They were especially touched and grateful to the Embassy of Japan for the kind letter of support written
on their behalf to the Kennedy Center. The outpouring of help and support they received from many friends and organizations in
the Washington area were impressive.




After the Kennedy Center performance, the Tamagusuku Ryu-Kinjo Hirae Ryubu Dojo danced before huge crowds at
Cherry Blossom Festival/Tidal Basin (April 5) and at Sakura Matsuri (April 12). The power of Okinawan dances and music is
truly difficult to define. They headed back to Okinawa on April 13" — a bit tired, but happy after their hugely successful
performances in the Washington area.
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Other Upcoming Events Here and There

5/3/2008 — Michigan Kenjin Kai 5™ Anniversary Celebration -5 B 3 B.SVAVEAES S BEGSHES

5/18/2008 — New York Kenjin Kai 25" Anniversary Celebration—-5 8 18 H —a1—3— 7',—.:A 25 ﬂﬁnﬂ.h\?ﬂ,”n‘“
5/31/2008 - Okinawa Sanshin Group and students of Tamagusuku Hirae Dojo DC will perform at Washington Folk Festival
at Glenn Echo Park, Bethesda, MD.

Note: Because of the huge attendance expected at the festival, shuttle buses will be running continuously from a satellite parking

lot on the GEICO "campus" in Friendship Heights, MD. Follow the signs to the GEICO "campus" located on Western
Ave, two blocks west of Wisconsin Ave.
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Glen Echo Park O /38— > J45X 2 HEFTDTY 4 2232 Ave @ Friendship Heights (28 % Geico D /X—F 7
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8/21-8/25/2008 100" Anniversary Festival of Immigration of Okinawans and Japanese to Brazil
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2007 Okinawa Executive Officers 2007 FED MPHSHITER
President: Itsuko Asato =E -+ Asato
Vice President: Ritsuko Kinsley [HIEES = Ritsuko Kinsley
Secretaries: Lisa Simmons H=p Lisa Simmons
Junko Chinen Junko Chinen
Treasuerrs: Jennifer Danis 23 Jennifer Danis
Ray Brandenburg Ray Brandenburg
Bunkabucho:  Minori Kinjo SLEE - Minori Kinjo
Bliane Asato Blaine Asato
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Washington, DC Okinawa Kai 25th Anniversary Celebration Photo Collage
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o Please take advantage of our Education Fund Program (& 4 % K\ 3G i
LTL7EEW)
Get information on Okinawakai Education Fund at www.okinawakai.org or
contact Blaine Asaso. mila#E A& HIZ X, oy =7 b XL, EFo Blaine
Asato X AN THEHAE FEE U,

o If you have any news you wish to share, contact the Deigo Shinpo staff members.
fifp=2—A0H Y £ L7=5 Deigo Shinpo A% v 7 ~=a—A%&HE-TLIEEW,
Deigo Shinpo Staff:

Dennis Asato, ltsuko Asato, Manami Hartsell,
Mieko Maeshiro, Tamiko Suzuki,
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