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The Annual Picnic is over and the autumn colors are becoming more colorful each day. | hope all of
you are enjoying the great season with sports, arts and the great harvest.

The 2008 Presidential Election has been hotly contested for months, and Election Day is just around
the corner. We did not have a hotly contested campaign, but we did have our election at our picnic in
September. We elected our new great executive board. Congratulations to the new officers. The
introductions of the new board members are provided below.

We held the Annual General meeting on the 19" of October and the new officers were officially
installed. It’s the day that | conclude my duty as the President. As | write this letter, | feel very
relieved and at the same time I’m experiencing many sweet memories passing before my eyes.
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My first year as President in 2004 was very stressful. The 2005 Shin Shun Kai (SSK) was the first responsibility, and it was a
learning experience. Added to the stress was a visit of then Governor of Okinawa, Mr. Inamine, and his delegation just a few
weeks prior to the SSK. Then the NHK Okinawa project, “The World War Il Experiences through Drawings.” Shortly after the
SSK, we had to choose one student out of four well-qualified applicants for the Junior Study Program in Okinawa, a difficult
task indeed. In 2006, nearly 100 members of our organization participated in the 4™ Uchinanchu Festival in Okinawa. We had a
wonderful time. Our 25" Anniversary celebration was held in 2008 and | was so pleased the way it turned out, we received so
many compliments from members and guests. We published our first-ever cookbook to share great recipes with families and
friends as well as future generations. Of course, our annual picnics were lots of fun, especially for the children. All these events
went smoothly because of your generous support. | extend special thanks to all the officers, Goodwill Ambassadors, and Area
directors who served during these past 4 years.

Please allow me to express my sincere gratitude to four members: Masuko Finch for advising and mentoring me throughout my
time in office. We also spent countless hours together editing the cookbook. The memories of the cookbook have a special
place in my heart. | want to thank Mieko Maeshiro, editor of the Deigo Shinpo for all her work. She has been a member of the
Okinawa Kai since its inception 25 years ago. | want to say, “Thank you for the many hours you spent answering my questions
patiently.” Dennis Asato, the most multi-talented person | ever met is the third person | would like to thank. | can’t imagine
having Okinawa Kai events without you. Thank you for sharing your many years of experience of running many events and for
your advice. And last, thanks to my husband, Blaine, your new president. Thank you for putting up with me for this past four
years. You were there to help me when | was in distress, suffering, and also there when | was rejoicing as the president.

Blaine will take over my seat from October and it’s my turn to help him as he did for me. I’ll follow the foot steps of all of you
to help the Okinawa Kai to grow as a strong organization. Thank you to all of you again for the opportunity to serve as the
President; it has been a wonderful and memorable experience that | will cherish for a lifetime.

Itsuko Asato
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2 F—President fll&K—Vice President
Hi, I'm Blaine Asato, sansei (third Hi, I'm Akiko Kakazu, please just call me Akko. |
generation) Uchinanchu. I grew up in first came to the US as a language student in 1989 with

Hawaii and was marginally exposed to
the Okinawan culture. | spent twenty
years in the Air Force and had the
opportunity to serve a tour in Okinawa
where | met my wife, Itsuko, your past
Okinawa Kai president. I’ve learned so
much of my proud heritage. I’m so impressed with the Okinawa
Kai members who put so much effort into keeping the
Uchinanchu spirit alive in the Washington DC area. | look
forward to working with all of you through the next year.

years. | then married my husband Jerry and we moved

to MD, and we have been living here for 10 years.

Living in a place so far away and so different from my

home country can be quite challenging, but Okinawa
Kai has always giving me comfort, assuring a place where I can feel at home. |
thank all the people who supported Okinawa Kai for the past 25 years, and will
do my best serving Okinawa Kai in 2009.
Yutashiku unigee sabira!

H5t—Secretary F5d—Secretary

"My name is Lisa Simmons and this My name is Junko Chinen. | am happy to
will be my third year ";S thehOk'”aW"?‘ continue serving Okinawa Kai as the

Kai Secretary. | am a fourth-generation second Secretary. | was a Bunka-bucho a

Okinawan and | have been living in the
Washington D.C. area for a little over 4
years. | enjoy meeting and making

year before. | am still in the learning
process but will try my best to service the

friends with many wonderful people group.

from the Okinawa Kai. I look forward to seeing everyone at the

events and 1 will do my best to serve the Okinawa Kai." Kotoshi mo yoroshiku onegai shimasu!
Ft—Treasurer Ft—Treasurer
Howdy! My name is Atsuko Russell. My
husband Che and | have two teenage sons. | Hello, my name is Itsuyo Bennett. | moved here 3
enjoy gardening and volunteering at my years ago from Okinawa with my husband and two
sons’ school. It’s my first time to serve as # children. 1am very pleased to be a part of Okinawa
1 Treasurer. 1’'m looking forward to Kai and to be yo ur treasurer for the next year.

working for the Okinawa Kai family.

my son Ryu, and We lived in Arlington for the first 10
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Bunka Bucho
Hai sai! 1 am Dennis
Asato, just a proud

learning and sharing the
beauty of our Okinawan

friends and

new activities. Onegai shimasu! Chibariyo!

B E—
Bunka Bucho

Hi! My name is Minori Kinjo, and I will serve as the

Uchin_amchu from HaWE;\ii. second bunkabucho for '08-'09 term. | have been
We will have fun teaching, involved in Okinawa kai activities since 2002 (time

flies!). The best part of being an Okinawa kai member
is to be able to meet and get to know fellow

culture with our families, members. “Ichariba cho-de-" spirit is alive and well in

our Okinawa kai! | hope that you will enjoy being an Okinawa kai member, and
also hope that we can make it another fun and enjoyable year! Yoroshiku

our communities. We would really like to hear your ideas for onegaishimasu!

Okinawa Kai Fall Picnic, September 13, 2008
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Okinawa Kai Fall Picnic was held at Bull Run Regional Park in Virginia. In spite of the rain forecast for Saturday, 9/13/08, we

were blessed with a summer like weather.

Delicious aroma of grilling meat and hotdogs greeted us. Thank you. %3
BREVEIY OBERRY, TUHT T

It was very easy
to find the place
because of the
colorful
Okinawa Kai
sign boards
directing

to the park.

BFRRbEFE-Y &, BRI GINIATHE Lz,

We were all warmly greeted at the reception desk.
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Young, old, children, “Next” generation. with “Next-Next” generations, new faces and old faces...and even dogs were part of
the gathering to enjoy food, friendship, games and other outdoor activities.
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Some of New Board members
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We offer two award programs:
1) Academic Award (ZF3IEE 4)
2) Cultural Award  (CC{bEEEN4)

MRRIE, ERROBEEEZ RV LET,

Members are encouraged to take advantage of this program. A > /X—®D 2@ FUND T3 BB WIZZFIH T I,
More detailed information is available at www.okinawakai.org : 5 LWNEIL, LfOA X —F v M &K F S0,

Six members have been awarded the Academic Award; however, none for Cultural Award. If you or your

child have/has started a class/training (Karate, Dance, Music, Japanese language school, or other classes related
to Okinawan culture), please apply. If qualified, the applicant will receive $50.00 of award. If you are interested
in the award, please contact link to the above Okinawa Kai WEB site. ZIFETIZ 6 AD A L /3—|Z Academic
Award % X#A L FE L7228 Cultural Award 13, F72— AbWEH A, Cultural Award 1, #ILE~D (BF Bk
PEER BUERER PR 2o orI72 R $—21) B4 ($50.00) TY, FHEL G LE R £,
U sunkos 27713, Okinawa Kai WEB site % Z'< 72500,

SAD NEWS —# LWBA b &

Our long time member, Kazuko ""Kay" Hopper passed away suddenly in September. Kazuko is survived by her loving husband of 40 years,
Thurlon John Hopper, and daughter and son-in-law, Yoneko and Yasutoshi Makishi, and four grandchildren (Naomi, Kay, Tomomi and
David Horning). They all reside in Pennsylvania. Okinawa Kai sent a condolence offering to the family. In memory of Kazuko-san, the

family sent Okinawa Kai donations. We offer our deepest sympathy to Kazuka-san’s family.

WSO H < 2B A »o3—Kazuko "Kay'™ Hopper 235572 9 ARl SWVWE Lz, TEIBRIFIER VAN PITBEE VT, A 40
¢ J% Thurlon John Hopper & A, IR & A & 338E & A @ Yoneko and Yasutoshi Makishi & Az ##% & A Naomi, Kay, Tomomi and David
Horning A C¥, MWl IE, BIERZBEY LE Lz, BRLE L THEKL D WS ~OFETEW: 2 & 2 A THSmE Wz LET,
MFSADTEmEBFTY LOD - - -

¥ Member News vyy 2. —=5—2X9¥

¥9H 2 2H, Timothy Healy XA & RyokoNoro S A ANHORLLAVRGEAELE LT, BT TRARINL Tysei Fionn Noro (= Z&3%)
T9, BHTELHZTZWET, On September 22, Timothy Healy & Rokyo Nor had a son, their second child. They named him Tysei Fionn
Noro. Congratulations!!

The 100th Anniversary Festival of Okinawan Immigration to Brazil

77 UNBRERS
By Akiko Kakazu — BEETF

Brazil has the largest Japanese population outside of Japan The first Japanese immigration to Brazil took

place in 1908 when 781 Japanese farmers left from Kobe, Japan for Brazil. Of these, 325 were
Okinawans. To commemorate the 100" anniversary of Okinawan immigration to Brazil, Brazilian Uchinanchu held the anniversary festival in
Sao Paolo, Brazil from 24" through 27" of August. Four of us (Ryu Kakazu, Udai Ishikawa, Fujiko Tamashiro Loma) from the Washington,
DC area participated in the Festival. There were 1,600 Uchinanchu participants from all over the world of which 340 came from Okinawa
Prefecture.

We were not only moved by all extravaganza activities, but also impressed by the depth of Okinawan culture that has been handed down to the
Uchinanchu descendants through these years. They are obviously very proud of their Okinawan heritage. The first week we stayed with the
family of Chuei Matsudo who danced at our 25" Anniversary Shinshun Kai. The Matsudo family has 8 children. In addition to Portuguese
and Japanese, they speak an Okinawan dialect at home. At first we thought that the Matsudo family was unique in that they could speak
Okinawan dialect. Later, however, we noticed that many of the Brazilian Uchinanchu could speak the dialect. It is amazing to realize that the
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people living on the opposite side of the globe from Okinawa can still speak the dialect, while Okinawans living on the island of Okinawa are
having difficult time maintaining the language.

They were offering welcoming parties, and | was invited to a party sponsored by the Kin Village. | was happy to learn that the main dancer of
the opening dance, Kagiyad-fu-bushi was the student of Hirae Kinjyo who performs at our Shinshun Kai every year. Small world indeed!!

The most memorable entertainment for me was a drama created by a group, “Urizun” composed of those who had attended University of the
Ryukyus, College of Okinawa Performing Arts, and Meio University in Okinawa. This was a story about a migrant worker, born to a
Japanese father and a Brazilian mother, who had returned home after working in Japan; identity problems he faced when he returned home. It
was a delightful comedy woven with lively Okinawan and Brazilian music and dances, and in which performers spoke Portuguese, Japanese,
and an Okinawan dialect

It takes 16-18 hours to fly from Washington, DC to Naha, Okinawa, and only 9 hours from here to Sao Paolo; we are much closer to Brazil
than to Okinawa... | have made many good friends there, and feel excited about the possibility of developing an Uchinanchu world wide
network.
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Thoughts on My Visits to Brazil and Bolivia
By Yudai Ishikawa

In August this year | attended the 100" Anniversary Festival in San Paolo, and visited “Colonia
Okinawa,” the town that has been built by Okinawan Immigrants in Bolivia. | met many
Uchinanchus living in South America, and was moved by their effort to keep Okinawan culture
alive. | rediscovered the wonderful culture of Okinawa while 1 was there.

Chuei Matsudo who danced at our SSKO08 in March surprised me because he spoke Portuguese, Japanese, Okinawan dialect and English. The
realization that a person born and raised in Brazil could speak his parents’ native languages made me wish to learn more about his community.
While in Brazil the Matsudo family took great care of us. | also participated in the “World Wide Uchinanchu Youth Exchange,” and met many
young people (20 something) from all over the world.

The purpose of my trip to Bolivia was to see the annual Harvest Festival in “Colonia Okinawa,” where about 2,000 people came to watch the
Festival. Their passionate performance of Matsuri Daiko (Festival Drum) and Sansen music made me cry. The president of the town and
various Uchinanchus extended warm welcome to us.

While visiting South America, | kept thinking what | could do as a student, and came to believe that the contributions | can make for the
Uchinanchu world community in the 21% Century is to promote youth exchange programs for the descendants of
Uchunanchu immigrants scattered all over the world. | hope that many Okinawans from Okinawa Prefecture as
well as from North America will try to visit South America. If you have questions regarding South America,
please contact me. “To visit for yourself is worth more I could describe here in many words.” Please visit and
see South America for yourself. “Exchange” is the key word. | hope that Okinawa Kai of Washington, DC will



invite people from South America. This way we will understand one another and develop the world Uchinanchu community.
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Note: The Ryukyu Government (under the control of the US Military Government) established an emigration program, and in 1954, 403
Okinawans migrated to Bolivia. When they reached the final destination, they learned that “the promised land” was virgin jungle forest.

Within few months, about half of the immigrants were stricken with a mysterious illness, “URUMA disease”, and 15 died.

In spite of

tragedies, and repeated flooding and drought, they developed one of the most successful agricultural communities, and named it
“Okinawa.” In 1998, Okinawa was recognized as an official administrative district. On the other side of the globe is our home,
Okinawa, and on the same side where we live, there is another Okinawa that was built by Uchinanchu. We are SOOOOOO proud of

Uchinanchu immigrants in Bolivia. Chibariyo....... m
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Sesame Seeds Bar
Submitted by: Keiko Mongan

Ingredients:

spray oil

3 T. butter

1 Ib. marshmallows

7 c. roasted black and white
sesame seeds

peanuts, crushed(optional)

dried cranberries(optional)

Directions:

Cut heavy duty aluminum foil about 18 x 27 inch size. Spray
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oil on the aluminum foil. Put your hand in a plastic bag and
spread oil evenly on the aluminum foil. Do not discard the
plastic bag. Spray oil on a non stick ( Teflon) big sauce pan
and place it over medium heat. When the sauce pan is heated,
add butter. When butter melts, add marshmallows all at once
and mix with a plastic spatula. When marshmallows start
melting, bring temperature down; keep mixing until all the
marshmallows are melted. Add black and white sesame seeds
in thirds at a time; mix slowly until sesame seeds and
marshmallows are equally coated. Pour the mixture over the
aluminum foil and spread over the foil. Using the same plastic
bag as a glove, spread the sesame seeds evenly. Press lightly
and make ¥ inch thick sheet. Cool and cut into 2 x 3 inch
rectangular shape.
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Note: When you mix marshmallows, make sure to use a plastic | - iy 7
spatula. Otherwise marshmallows will stick to your utensil.
You may add crushed peanuts to black and white sesame
seeds. You can create soft color bars with white sesame seeds
and dried cranberries.
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o Please take advantage of our Education Fund Program (% 4l 5 & K\ SiE

Get information on Okinawakai Education Fund at www.okinawakai.org
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e If you have any news you wish to share, contact the Deigo Shinpo staff members.
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Deigo Shinpo Staff:

Dennis Asato, Itsuko Asato,
Mieko Maeshiro, and Tamiko Suzuki,
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