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Greetings from the President

Haisai Minasan! AT AEEA!

It seems like not long ago we were digging out of record snow storms. Spring is finally here and it feels
like a new beginning, especially as the flowers begin to bloom and the leaves on the trees sprouts bright
green colors.

Our Shin Shun Kai (Spring Celebration) was a great success. | hope you were able to attend and enjoy this

great event and meet old friends and make new ones. | want to thank all the performers, planning

committee members, those who helped at various jobs and of course our members and guests who brought
such delicious food. It was truly a team effort and the Uchinanchu spirit that made it special. One note of interest is that 32
people joined the Okinawa Kai at the Shin Shun Kai. That brings our membership to near 200 single and family memberships,
the most ever.

Spring also means the start of a new school year in Okinawa. I’m happy to announce that Kay Makishi recipient of the Kempi
Scholarship left for Okinawa in early April to study at Ryukyu University. The Kempi Scholarship is a highly competitive, all
expense paid program, that allows students to study at a university in Okinawa for one year. It’s rare to have students from the
same Kenjin Kai attend in consecutive years. We were blessed to have McKenna Easley attended last year.

As we head into summer | hope you will enjoy the warmer weather and longer days. Our next big event is our picnic in
September at Bull Run Park in Centreville, Virginia. | hope to see you all there.

Thank you for your support of the Okinawa Kai.
Ippe Nihei Debiru!

Blaine Asato
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Autumn Picnic (ko v’ o7 =v 7 )

A Date (}J] H): September 11, 2010 (Saturday)
% Time (Ff) : 11:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Q Place (3771) :Bull Run Park, Centreville, VA

More information will be sent to you later... # L\ MEHRIZKE CTBALELET,
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Mark your calendars -- B I R N S N T Uh

If our Shin Shun Kai 2010 (New Spring Festival) is an omen of what the future holds for us, then the “Year of the
Tiger” should be a happy and successful year for all of us! On Saturday, April 17, over 300 members and guests
gathered at the Poe Middle School in Annandale, VA along with 75 performers backstage to help celebrate our
Okinawan heritage. It was such a joyful reunion of Uchinanchu and “Uchinanchu-at-heart”

Kwatchi Sabira — Let’s Eat! The tables were overflowing with favorite “potluck” food from members and friends. Ippe
maasan -- so delicious! After lunch, our wonderfully entertaining MC, Che Russell, introduced a showcase of
exceptional cultural talent in our Okinawa Kai. The celebration opened with the beautiful dance Udui Kwadisa by the
Tamagusuku Ryu Keisho Kai-Kinjo Hirae Ryubu Dojo. The cameras flashed & video cameras whirled as the dancers
appeared in stunning bingata kimono and hanagasa (floral hat).

Our Okinawa Kai is very fortunate to have the support of dedicated and generous dance senseis. This year, we were
honored to have Kaishu Hirae Kinjo, Shihan Yoko Watanabe and Shihan Yoshimi Yamashiro of Tamagusuku Ryu
Keisho Kai from Kin, Okinawa. Their Tanchame depicting the excitement in the fishing village of Tancha was
wonderful. We also loved their Musunainai, a lively, cheerful dance that was choreographed by Hirae Kinjo-sensei.
Kaishu Kazuko Chibana Volkmar of Aharen Honryu Keisen Wa no Kai drove all the way from Ohio to be with us
again. We were so happy to watch Chibana-sensei dance the beautiful Hamachidori. The delightful Kanayo by Kyoshi
Momo Onno of Tamagusuku Ryu Shosetsu Michiko no Kai made all of us feel young again. We also really appreciate
Onno-sensei’s efforts to teach dances to the children’s group, Warabincha.

We enjoyed wonderful dances by Emiko Eiland and Hisako Oller performing the elegant Yaeyama dance Bashin Tui,
and by Ikuyo Chisaka and Miyuki Hartman expressing the excitement of the festival in O-Edo Matsuri. The Okinawa
Sanshin of Washington was busy all afternoon performing uta-sanshin, jikata for dance groups, and minyo sanshin.
The minyo folk songs of Yaeyama & Miyako islands -- Makishi brothers Yasunori & Yasutoshi; newly certified minyo



sanshin sensei Chieko Williams; Kinuko Fukumine and Sanae Kenner from Virginia Beach; Gary Williams on taiko
and a bunch of “DC Chodegwa” friends — brought back happy memories of simple life on Okinawa.

It was wonderful to see the younger generations taking an interest in Okinawan culture. The “Warabincha” (children),
dancing Hana nu Kajimaya then later joined by their “chondara” friends in performing paranku eisa, were so adorable.
We also admired the very talented Stephen Knight (18) playing a medley of minyo sanshin music, and listened to
Naomi Makishi (16) share her experience participating in the Okinawa Junior Study Tour and meeting young
Uchinanchu from around the world. Then there was a stampede of parents and grandparents rushing up front to take
photos of the children artists with their “Year of the Tiger” drawing.

Karate is part of our proud Okinawan heritage. We are fortunate to have such dedicated karate senseis in our Okinawa
Kai. This year, we watched the power of Okinawan karate by three schools led by Isshin Ryu Kyoshi Karl Kazuo
Hovey (8-dan), Uechi Ryu Kyoshi Nestor Folta (7-dan) and Isshin Ryu Renshi James Miller (6-dan).

After Akiko Clifford led us in a really fun game called “karuta”, our master fund raiser Bob Finch announced the
winners of the raffle and silent auction. The excitement of the day reached a peak as we clapped, whistled and cheered
the closing dance Kurushima Kuduchi by the Tamagusuku Ryu Keisho Kai, then joined all the performers in celebrating
the “Year of the Tiger” by dancing kachashii !

Thank you to all of our members and friends who helped with the organizing, setup, reception, food and drinks, MC & program,
stage & sounds, performers assistants & newsletters — and especially to all of the senseis and performers -- for making our Shin
Shun Kai 2010 into such a happy event. Ippe Nifee Debiru
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Congratulations to those who were born in the Year of Tiger. Best wishes for the beginning of the new cycle. To
carry on an Okinawan tradition, Okinawakai celebrated Tusubi for ten members at 73 birth-years (born in 1938) and two members at 85
birth years (born in 1926), and gave them special gifts.

Youthful 7311

Happy 851! to Tomikko-
san.You look so young.

Special congratulations to Tomiko Ball and John Oldfield for their 85 birth years ;

and best wishes to Shigeko Brandenburg, Michael Canady, Kikue Cramer, Darwin Fjeld, Betty and Larry Kelly , David LaBoissiere ,
Toyo Sager, Nori Smith and Miyo Wahnschaffe for their 73 birth years.
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¥ Mr. Darwin Field sent us a Thank-you Note.

A —b—010D1 10111

Welcome to our SSK!! < WHoLRWE LT,

MCs Presidend Vice President



<bhbob—&WS — Yummy !!! Good Food!!!

Fellowship

Children are Okinawa Kai’s Future

Raffle
Tickets Silent Auction
Cookbook Sale

Performances

The Start — Z:B8 7
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Another successful SSK Il f v R=T7 = —F—EJL | !
We had a wonderful time.
2010 B 2Y . DFF—OFLINT ZIVEENMOEWNELGYFEL,
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We offer two award programs:
1) Academic Award (73T E 4)
2) Cultural Award (L3RI 4)
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Members are encouraged to take advantage of this program. A > /3—®D 2@ FUND T3 BB WIZZFIH T I W,
More detailed information is available at www.okinawakai.org : 5 LWNEIL, LD A ¥ —F v M &R F S0,

Six members have been awarded the Academic Award; however, none for Cultural Award. If you or your

child have/has started a class/training (Karate, Dance, Music, Japanese language school, or other classes related
to Okinawan culture), please apply. If qualified, the applicant will receive $50.00 of award. If you are interested
in the award, please link to the above Okinawakai WEB site.
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¥ Member News vyy 2. —=5—2%¥

¥ Kay Maikishi, a prestigious scholarship recipient of Okinawa Government Scholarship. is enrolled at University of
the Ryukyus. Congratulations!! 5% & % i R EEF A IRIEN - Kay S AT, ENBRERRFHICAFE LE Lz,
FAT T
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Okinawan Music and Dances at Spring Festivals

B ORI A BRI KD i = 7 L — 7 & SRR

Spring is a busy time of the year for the dancers and sanshin musicians of our Okinawa Kai as they perform at many of the area
festivals. Here is a sampling of their recent performances:

e February 24, 2010: “A Celebration of Okinawan Dances” at Fauquier Senior Center (Warrenton, VA).
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If you think you can dance kachashii, you should see the senior

citizens at the Fauquier Senior Center dance ! It was a beautiful

afternoon for a gathering of 200 lively senior citizens and friends at
the Fauquier Senior Center (Warrenton, VA). They had never seen Okinawan dances before and were really excited to
be there. The Tamagusuku Ryu Keisho Kai**, led by Keiko Mongan and Toyoko Castagna, presented a program of
10 classical and folk dances and sanshin music to the enthusiastic audience. The guests were very interested in the
dances, music and kimono of Okinawa and asked a lot of questions. Making their debut playing the sanshin with
Dennis Asato were Hidemi Bryant and Kumiko Resko. It was a wonderful program for a fun audience.
Congratulations!

e March 27, 2010: “Okinawa Sanshin” at the 6" Virginia Beach Cherry Blossom Festival (Virginia Beach, VA).
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Virginia Beach, VA and Miyazaki, Japan became “Sister Cities” in 1992. In 2005, 100 Yoshino Cherry trees were planted in “Red Wing
Park” by Miyazaki City starting the Virginia Beach Cherry Blossom Festival. Kinuko Fukumine, Sanae Kenner, the Virginia Beach
Okinawa Sanshin Kai, and Chieko & Gary Williams (taiko), were among the featured performers at the 2010 Virginia Beach Cherry Blossom
Festival. They also performed a beautiful number Guin Bushi with a koto musician, and performed Watarizo-Tachi-Utushi for a martial arts
group. The audience really appreciated hearing Okinawan music at the festival. Omedeto Gozaimasu!
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e  April 3,2010: “Folk Dances of Okinawa” at the National Cherry blossom Festival - Sylvan Theater/Washington Monument (Washington,
DC)
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The Tamagusuku Ryu Keisho Kai — Kinjo Hirae Ryubu Dojo of Kin,
Okinawa, led by Kaishu Hirae Kinjo, Shihan Yoko Watanabe and
Shihan Yoshimi Yamashiro, presented an exciting program of folk dances
of Okinawa to a huge, enthusiastic crowd at National Cherry Blossom
Festival - Sylvan Theater (Washington Monument). The audience was
captivated by the lively folk dances & music of Okinawa -- from the opening
number Udui Kwadisa-Shishimai to the closing Musunainai and Kurushima
Kuduchi. Udui Kwadisa-Shishimai was specially choreographed by Hirae
Kinjo-sensei for this event. We were proud to see our friends in the Kinjo
Hirae Ryubu Dojo/Washington DC** perform so well.

e April 10, 2010: “Folk Dances & Music of Okinawa” at the Sakura Matsuri 50" Anniversary Celebration
(Washington, DC)
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Being invited to perform at the 50" Anniversary of the Sakura Matsuri was quite an
honor for the Okinawa Sanshin of Washington*** and the Tamagusuku Ryu Keisho Kai-
Kinjo Hirae Ryubu Dojo.** From the dynamic opening number Naginata with its long
slashing blades swinging over the heads of the musicians to the lively closing paranku
(hand-held drums) dance Danju Kariyushi, the sanshin musicians and dancers adjusted to
the unexpectedly narrow stage to present a wonderful program of Okinawa
folk music and dances on a stage just a few blocks from the White House. Thank you for sharing our beautiful Okinawan music &
dances with our friends, neighbors & visitors to Washington.

**Tamagusuku Ryu Keisho Kai-Kinjo Hirae Ryubu Dojo/Washington, DC: s itk &Ik PAGE S U o o b v 3K
A 23— Keiko Mongan, Toyoko Castagna, Toshie Cerveny, Kiyomi Hughes, Hatsue Kinley, Hisako Laughrige,
Chizuko Lowman, Sueko Niskala, Hatsuko Wilson

*** Okinawa Sanshin of Washington (OSW) 7 > b » i — %
Dennis Asato, Yoshiko Butler, Akiko Clifford, Emiko Eiland, Kinuko Fukumine, Miyoko Hood, Sanae
Kenner, Stephen Knight, Hisako Oller, Jay Schwarzmann, Takako Whitwood, Chieko Williams, Gary
Williams (taiko)

2010 Okinawa Executive Officers 2010 FED MPHSHITER
President: Blaine Asato &R Blaine Asato
Vice President: Akiko Kakazu BI&E Akiko Kakazu
Secretaries: Akiko Clifford =rnl Akiko Clifford
Atsuko Kyereboah Atsuko Kyereboah
Treasuerrs: Atsuko Russell 23 Atsuko Russell
Itsuyo Bennett Itsuyo Bennett
Bunkabucho:  Dennis Asato AEER Dennis Asato
Minori Kinjo Minori Kinjo




September 11, 2010— Autumn Picnic

*  Please take advantage of our Education Fund Program (& F: 4 2 RVMSIE A L T
<7ZEW)
Get information on Okinawakai Education Fund at www.okinawakai.org
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e If you have any news you wish to share, contact the Deigo Shinpo staff members.
A= 2—2ANH Y £ L7z 5 Deigo Shinpo AH v 7 ~=a—A%%E->TLIEEN,
Deigo Shinpo Staff:

Dennis Asato, Itsuko Asato, Akko Kakazu,
Mieko Maeshiro, Tamiko Suzuki,
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