s DEIGO SHINPO

OKINAWA KAI

'ASHINGTON, D.C.

Issue: 09 — 4 | October, 2009 www.okinawakai.org

Deigo Shinpo is the newsletter of the Okinawa Kai of Washington, D.C. Issues are published every three months.
STAFF: Dennis Asato, Itsuko Asato, Akiko Kakazu, Mieko Maeshiro, Tamiko Suzuki

Inside
Announcement (Annual Meeting)..... ......ocovvvieveeninennn. 1 MemMBEr NEWS ... it e e 5
President’s MESSagE. . ... .uvuneeeer eeneaeeiaevneieeeaeeeeneans 1-2 Chanpuru Corner (OAA 100™)........oooiiieee e, 5-6
New Board Members. .. ........vvveiuviiieeieiinernvviieeesvaennns 2-3 Executive Board Members. ............ccouvveviniiineinieann. 6
09 PICIIC ..ttt et et 3-4 09 Picnic Photo Collage... ............ccoviiiiiiiiiiiiniiinn, 7-8
Education FUNd.........oovvve voviiiiiniice e e -4 BulletinBoard ... 9

Annual Meeting 2009 — 2009 £E EE KRB

Date: November 14, 2009 (Saturday) —11H 14 H (+#EH)
Time: 1-4PM 114 —W—4 Ik
Location  (38FT) : Pohick Regional Library 6450 Sydenstricker Road, Burke, VA

Some of the main items of cover are (&)

- Thank outgoing board members/Introduce new members [H%& E~D33%L « Hk B ORI
- Picnicafteraction — E2Z=v 7 DKAE

- Financial Report — &kt

- Education Committee Report — B HRELZE WY

- Shin Shun Kai Planning  — SREEEEFESFHHE

We hope to see you there! BEEZZ->TBHTRSY, BHELBLTEY T,

2B OEEEEA~ - Greetings from the President

Haisai Minasan! AT AEEA!

I hope this newsletter finds you well. | just love the fall season. The weather is cooler and the fall foliage
is just wonderful.

| want to thank all who helped make this year’s picnic a huge success. There were over 150 members and
guests who enjoyed the great weather, delicious food, games, and of course the fellowship. Everyone had a
great time. | especially enjoyed the old Okinawan games that Yasutoshi Makishi demonstrated.

The fall season also signals the end of the year when we hold our annual General Meeting to review our past events and look to
the future for our club. Please refer to the above information as to the date, time, and location. The meeting is open to all
members. | hope to see you there.

I’m very happy to announce that Kay Makishi was selected to represent the United States as the nominee to the Kempi
Scholarship. If she is chosen by the Kempi Scholarship Selection Committee, she will attend Ryukyu University for one year
starting in April 2010. You may remember that McKenna Easley, one of our students, was also chosen for the Kempi last year
and is currently attending Ryukyu University. We are fortunate to have such intelligent students in our club and for Okinawa to
offer such enriching programs like the Kempi. Congratulations Kay!

I hope you have a blessed holiday season. Blaine Asato


http://www.okinawakai.org/
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| hope you have a blessed holiday season.
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Okinawa Kai Board Members for 2009 — 2010
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2009—2010FFEHITEER

As announced in the previous issue of Deigo Shinpo, the election was held at the Autumn Picnic and the following members
were elected to lead our Okinawa Kai for 2009-2010. T\ ZHiR CilA S4B Y £ -7 B2 =~ 7 T Board Member #3200 L

7=,
President — Blaine Asato —

Vice President — Akko Kakazu
Secretaries — Akiko Clifford, Atsuko Kyereboah —
Treasurers — Atsuko Russell, Itsuyo Bennett —
Cultural Directors — Dennis Asato, Minori Kinjo —
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Our board members always work very hard for all of us. Thank you for the contributions, time and effort by last year’s
wonderful officers. Ippe nifee debiru! We ask all of our members to support our new officers throughout the coming year.

Ganbarimasho !
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2009 Executive Board Members — 2009 4 & #4712 &

2FK—President

Hi, I’'m Blaine Asato, sansei (third
generation) Uchinanchu. 1 grew up in
Hawaii and was marginally exposed to
the Okinawan culture. | spent twenty
years in the Air Force and had the
opportunity to serve a tour in Okinawa
where | met my wife, Itsuko, your past
Okinawa Kai president. I’ve learned so
much of my proud heritage. I’m so impressed with the Okinawa
Kai members who put so much effort into keeping the
Uchinanchu spirit alive in the Washington DC area. | look
forward to working with all of you through the next year.

Fll<xE—Vice President

Haitail

I'm Akko Kakazu and it's my second term serving as
VP. Utasarugutu, unigeesabira.
I'm Uchina 1sei living here for 2 decades, and the more |
get to know this city, the more I realize how fortunate
we are in the capital, having the world within reach with
so many embassies and international organizations. Our town not only is the
best places to spread the Okinawan heritage and Uchina-spirit, but also is a
cross road of the world, which enable us to reach Uchinanchu of the
globe. How honorable to be the Ambassador of our island nation, Uchina!




+51—Secretary

Hi everyone!

My name is Akiko Clifford. | was
away from this area for 5 years but
I am so glad to be back to see
familiar faces!

I will do my best to help our
Okinawan community! Douzo
yoroshiku onegai shimasul!

5l —Secretary

My name is Atsuko Kyereboah. | have been selected
as the second secretary. | came to this area from
Okinawa 2 years ago. | have a husband and 2
children. | attended the SSK for the first time this
year. | was touched by the participants’ warm feeling
for their far away home (Uchina). Dozo yoroshiku.

Ft—Treasurer

Hello. My name is Atsuko Russell. | feel
very blessed to be part of the Okinawa Kai
family. Living outside of Okinawa made
me realize the strong ties we Okinawans
have. We just can not stay away from each
other! Wonderful isn't it? I'm looking
forward to seeing you at the many events
and getting to know you all.

23F—Treasurer

Hello, my name is Itsuyo Bennett. | moved here 3
years ago from Okinawa with my husband and two

children. 1am very pleased to be a part of Okinawa
Kai and to be your treasurer for the next year.

AbE R —
Bunka Bucho

Hai sai! 1 am Dennis
Asato, just a proud
Uchinanchu from Hawaii.
We will have fun teaching,
learning and sharing the
beauty of our Okinawan
culture with our families,
friends and

our communities. We would really like to hear your ideas for
new activities. Onegai shimasu! Chibariyo!

b E R —
Bunka Bucho

Hi! My name is Minori Kinjo, and I will serve as the

second bunkabucho for '08-'09 term. | have been

involved in Okinawa kai activities since 2002 (time

flies!). The best part of being an Okinawa kai member

is to be able to meet and get to know fellow

members. "Ichariba cho-de-" spirit is alive and well in
our Okinawa kai! | hope that you will enjoy being an Okinawa kai member, and
also hope that we can make it another fun and enjoyable year! Yoroshiku
onegaishimasu!

Okinawa Kai Autumn Picnic - i &Stko s =v 7

Saturday, September 19 was a picture perfect day for our Okinawa Kai Picnic. About 170 members and friends gathered at the Bull Run Park
in Centreville, VA for a fun-filled afternoon of delicious food, many friends and fun games. There was no doubt that the Okinawans were in
town. You could smell the delicious food from a mile away. Besides all the potluck okazu that everyone brought, Keiko Danis, Toyoko
Proctor, Momo Onno and friends started early grilling hotdogs, hamburgers and bugogi. Shiroma Kaori and Chieko Nishimura-san were busy

decorating the site.

New this year was a “Bazaar Tent”. It wasn’t Kokusai-dori, but Yoshiko Butler & Hatsue Kinley sold a lot of interesting Okinawan books,
video tapes, plants and gift items that were donated by members, while Masuko Finch sold andagi and pickled vegetables fresh from Nori
Smith’s kitchen. Not to be outdone by the ladies, our super salesmen Bob Finch and Don Proctor used their talents to sell a whole bunch of
raffle ticket. Ippe nifee debiru for your donations to our Okinawa Kai.

Another new event at this year’s picnic was Yasutoshi Makishi’s “Nkashi Ashibi” (“Old Time Games). Makishi-san demonstrated several toys
and games that he played as a child in Okinawa. It was fun to watch the kids make miji tippu (water gun) and kabi tippu (paper gun) from
pieces of bamboo. He also showed us a “fishing game” to see how many rubber bands hidden in a sand pile we could “hook” and otedame ire
(games played with marbles). Thank you Makishi-san. The "nkashi ashibi” was a great hit among the kids and the “older kids” (parents).

. With Akko Kakazu on the taiko, Yudai, Randy Fieldler and Gabrielle Beckford led a group of young folks in performing the

“3-3-7 byoshi” (Japanese-style cheerleading). ~ Our MC Che Russell was funny — better than Letterman or Leno -- and kept the activities
moving along all afternoon. Minori Kinjo, Hisako Laughrige, Atsuko Kyereboah and friends from the Japan Embassy led the children in
playing “treasure hunt”, pifiata, jump rope, beanbag toss and watermelon bashing games. It was so much fun!

Then came our annual tsunahiki (tug-of-war) matches. Before President Blaine Asato gave them the start signal, the young boys looked
unbeatable, but the girls surprised everyone by easily overpowering the boys team. The men must be getting heavier over the years. A
bulldozer would not have helped the women’s team this year as they proved to be no match against the men. Naha is the “Dallas Cowbays of
Tsunahiki” as they have dominated the matches in the past few years, but not this year folks! The combined “other towns” finally beat the
Naha team. It was afun day. Thank you to the many volunteers who helped to make it an enjoyable Fall Picnic. Ippe nifee debiru !




Go to pages 7 and 8 for the picnic photo collage. Many participants were demonstrating their Uchina-spirit by wearing T-shirts
that are uniquely Okinawan. Link to www.okinawakai.org to view the colorful T-shirts.
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We offer two award programs:
1) Academic Award (FFETEFE 4)
2) Cultural Award  (3UfbEEfRh4)

=T, ERRo&Eezmn e LET,

Members are encouraged to take advantage of this program. A > /X\—® %@ FUND T BBV ZFIH T E 0,
More detailed information is available at www.okinawakai.org : & LVWVARX, AfLOA & —3 v REHET I,

Six members have been awarded the Academic Award; however, none for Cultural Award. If you or your
child have/has started a class/training (Karate, Dance, Music, Japanese language school, or other classes related
to Okinawan culture), please apply. If qualified, the applicant will receive $50.00 of award. If you are interested
in the award, please contact link to the above Okinawakai WEB site. Z 41 TIZ 6 AD A > /3—{Z Academic
Award %3 LE L7223 Cultural Award 1%, 77— AbWEH A, Cultural Award 13, FILE~D (ZEF Bk
PERR BUERE . PAGRFE oM oz X $—2r)1) S ($50.00) T, FHEL MG LR £
U\ smkosn 2513, Eiio Okinawa Kai WEB site & ZH < 72 &0y,
v Member News vwy 2> /X—=o—2%
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,Tl’ Chris and Michie Beckford-san had a baby girl, Kira Yuke , on 10/12. Katsue Romero-san has come from Hawaii to
i & help her sister. Congratulations!!!
Chris and Michie Beckford-s Az 10 H 12 A& D7, ARNEF 7, 2%, BiSEORILE A B SABNT A P HEBFIR
WIZAHZTWVET, AT Ry L
¥ The Clifford Family returned from Okinawa. Welcome back. Their new address is below. Clifford 5 DN HR>TX £ LTz,
ST RSS!
¥ We are all sad to hear that Yudai Ishikawa will be heading back to Okinawa. Good luck Yudai ! We hope to see you in
Okinawa very soon. i |2 il 7 B 2R 7oA NIER & A IIR D 720 £47, TRV E L X Sl

¥ Toshie Cerveny san was awarded Yuushuu sho (Excelent award) at the Ryukyu Dance Competition in Okinawa.
Congratulations!!! Toshie Cerveny S A3 CORERBER = 7 — LV TEFEHEABRNV E LI, AAFT PY 111

¥ Naomi Makishi, a 2009 Okinawa-Prefecture Junior Study Tour participant, submitted her report to Okinawa Kai. A very brief
summary of the report is provided below.

This was her first trip to Okinawa. The tour consisted of two parts; Home Stay and Study Tour. During her home-say, she stayed
with and visited her relatives; experienced how ordinary Okinawan families were living. She was reminded of her mother’s favorite
saying, “One-eye witness is better than many hearsays.” During the actual Study Tour she visited historic sites and parks. After
visiting the Peace Park she could understand why Okinawans are “adamant” about peace. What she gained most was friendship,
and the meaning of “Icha riba chode.” She is anxious to go back to learn more about Okinawan culture and heritage.

¥ 2009 4 OHFBIR T 0 Junior Study Tour IZB M L BHEGEESANLOREZ T X ICHEICERNLE L,

EEISADMREFNDDIEIYDTTLE, TR T AEZODMENLRY, RPNIR—LAT A, BIKEFLIPRO NED B 5 AT 25
LEEIAOOBREANEILSE) MFHEIZ. —RicL»d, | L3I ARZEEEBGWE Lz, Study Tour MAE D & VAU A 7 ERCAR
ICRENSIE LT, PR ~MT o 7l Ao N 2 235FCRICB U CEBER B Z FFo TV A0 Z LEfFcXx E L, | L%
WARTWET, TH—FLZERNERIL T HolcdFENTHET, ZTLTESHW a2 T TWHR D IFRE] ol Ll TWVET,
FMREN S o & RO U2 F =D Z LT,

® We are so happy that she could visit Okinawa. E3E X AIZHBNMTS F Y VU ABEZ BN TR B H REE L BNET,
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Okinawa Association of America 100" Anniversary
ek IR IR ASAINE 100 FRESWES

On August 27-30, 2009, the Okinawa Association of America (OAA) celebrated its 100" Anniversary in Los
Angeles. The theme for the anniversary was Ichi nu Ichimadin — “From Generation to Generation”. A
hundred years ago, two Okinawan associations in Southern California (one association moved north from
Mexico, and the other moved down after the San Francisco earthquake) united to form the Nanka Okinawa
Kenjinkai (Southern California Okinawa Kenjin Kai). Known as the “Okinawa Association of America”
since 1994, the organization has been very active in supporting Okinawan cultural arts groups and teaching
the cultural heritage of Okinawa to the younger generations in the Greater Los Angeles area.

The four day celebration was attended by many Okinawan associations from the U.S., South America, and
Mexico; and honored guests from Okinawa Prefectural Government, journalists Okinawa, and the Council
General of Japan. Vice President Akko Kakazu and Cultural Director Dennis Asato represented our
Okinawa Kai. We were also very happy to see Goodwill Ambassador Gary Williams, Chieko Williams and
Yoshiko Butler at many of the events.

Attracting the younger generations was a topic that dominated the discussions at the “Kenjinkai Leaders Conference” and the “Wakamun Ni
Miati (Building the Next Generation) Forum”. It was wonderful to see multi-generations of Uchinanchul participating in the dance, sanshin,
koto and karate presentations. The special performance event of the 100" Anniversary celebration was Daiichi Hirata’s “King Sho Hashi —
Dynamic Ryukyu”, a high energy musical based on the life of King Sho Hashi.

Omedetogozaimasu (Congratulations!) to President Chogi Higa and members of the Okinawa Association of America.
5
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2010 Okinawa Executive Officers 2010 FEEE D pPRESBUTER R
President: Blaine Asato (703) 455-1129 =k Blaine Asato (703) 455-1129
Vice President: Akiko Kakazu Al Akiko Kakazu
Secretaries: Akiko Clifford =30 Akiko Clifford

Atsuko Kyereboah Atsuko Kyereboah
Treasuerrs: Atsuko Russell 23 Atsuko Russell

Itsuyo Bennett Itsuyo Bennett
Bunkabucho:  Dennis Asato L Dennis Asato

Minori Kinjo Minori Kinjo




Picnic 09 Picture Collage



Go to www.okinawakai.org for more pictures (colorful OkinawanT-shirts worn by participants.)
BINENEDL LIFIZE TOIZID T-3 % ¥ O B ElIwww.okinawakai.org
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November 14, 2009— Okinawa Kai Annual Meeting
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Please take advantage of our Education Fund Program (5 F:4&HIE 2 KVISIEA L T<L
72E)
Get information on Okinawakai Education Fund at www.okinawakai.org
WBSHELEOERITI X, ERRO V=7 NN THE &N,

e If you have any news you wish to share, contact the Deigo Shinpo staff members.
ffp=2—A0H Y £ L7=5 Deigo Shinpo A% v 7 ~=a—A %o TLIEEW,

Deigo Shinpo Staff:
Dennis Asato, Itsuko Asato, Akko Kakazu,
Mieko Maeshiro, Tamiko Suzuki,
« If you move to a new location, please send the new address and contact information to
the address below.
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