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Haital,

I hope that you are doing well in the midst of autumn with beautiful coloring of trees. As the days are
getting shorter by day, | long for blue sky, cotton clouds floating in the sky, blue ocean, and the bright sun of
Okinawa.

On September 15, we had an annual picnic at Cabin John Regional Park, Potomac in Maryland. The weather

was perfect, and we all had a great, relaxing time. This year Brazilian and Argentina Uchinanchu families joined us
to make me wonder if our Okinawa Kai is expanding globally.
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Naomi and Nestor Koich Folter returned home after completing the valuable Junior Study Program,
sponsored in July this summer, by Okinawa Government. As reported in their reports that appear in the Membership
News section, the program helped them deepen their sense of Uchinanchu identity. It is such a wonderful program
for students that | hope the Government will continue this program in the future.

When days become shorter, time passes quickly and soon we will celebrate Thanksgiving, then Christmas
follows. Before we know it the year 2013 will open its chapter.

Next year, 2013 is a milestone year in that we will celebrate the 30" Anniversary Shinshun Kai (SSK). The
30™ Anniversary Planning SSK Committee has been working on the event.

I hope you will have a wonderful Thanksgiving and Christmas. Thank you very much for you cooperation and support.

Mieko Maeshiro ( ELZ&H  FEAL 1)
President (24)

Annual Meeting (FF k&

Date (1H): November 10, 2012 (Saturday)
Time (F§f#) :1:00PM - 4:00 PM

Place (3371) Reston Regional Library

11925 Bowman Towne Dr.
Reston, VA 20190-3311

See the attached flyer for detailed information
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Mark the date on your calendar.
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Mark the date on you calendar,

Okinawa Kai 2012 Autumn Picnic - Fko "7 = 7
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September 15 was the perfect day for our annual picnic that was held at Cabin John Regional Park in Potomac, Maryland.
Officers and volunteers came early to get ready for the picnic; setting up food tables and audio visual equipments, and starting
fire for the Bar-B-Q. Soon the aroma of grilling hot dogs, hamburger, and Korean Bulgoki permeated the picnic area. About
100 people (families, and friends) participated in this event. A young couple who attended the picnic for the first time said,
“We never realized that there were so many people from Okinawa. Itis great!!!l”



Provided below are scenes from the picnic.

Our MC
Che-san

Chief Chef Doug-san is teaching

Apprentice Ken-san how to start a fire

Che-san is showing off another talent of his

Youngest Participant.. So relaxed!!!

A Family enjoying togetherness

Yammy!!!

Hit... Hit!!

We had a new game, #t L% v (board splitting) introduced by Master Folta.

Smash!!! Good Job!!!



Nkashi Ashibi by Makishi-san

A toy Makishi-san introduced this time was a bamboo
Dragonfly (7 b > 78).  Adults enjoyed

learning how to make one and children loved

to fly the dragonfly.

HEDHELES A TBE, MEFESELINMMEATLES, AEFNZR>TE THENALWIRIC L) &FFL
Tw% L7=. Thank you, Makishi-san.

Yes, we had Tag of Wars — il 5] &

Women/Girls vs. Guys
Women won!!

Non-Naha vs. Naha ..... Non-Naha won!!

Age 45 years and under VS. Over Age 45

A heart felt “thank you” to all volunteers who made the 2012 picnic an enjoyable event.
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We offer two award programs:
1) Academic Award (ZF3EIE2E 4)
2) Cultural Award  (SU{bEEEN4)

MiRRIE, ERROBE&EZ RV LET,

Members are encouraged to take advantage of this program. A > /3—® %@ FUND T3 BB WIZZFIH T IV,
More detailed information is available at www.okinawakai.org : 5 LWNEIL, LfOA ¥ —F v MK F S0,

Nine members have been awarded the Academic Award, and two students for Cultural Award. If you or your

child have/has started a class/training (Karate, Dance, Music, Japanese language school, or other classes related
to Okinawan culture), please apply. If qualified, the applicant will receive $50.00 of award. If you are interested
in the award, please contact Okinawakai WEB site.
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Sad News —-ZE LW BAIH &
Our deepest sympathy to Mrs. Miyo Wanhnschaffe of Laurel, Maryland. Mr. Allen H.
Wahnschaffe, passed away on September 22, 2012. Allen-san served as a treasurer of Okinawa Kai
at least for 8 years continuously from 1995 to 2003. Our thoughts and prayers are with Miyoko-san

and her family. In memory of Allen-san, Okinawa Kai made a contribution to Holy Trinity Lutheran
Church.

A U —Z > R Laurel |Z35{F V1@ Mrs. Miyo Wanhsnschaffe X A @ 23 A Allen S A5 9 H
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Member News R N—= g — R

Joshua Yamashiro Kessler was born on Saturday 25 August 2012, at 10:20pm.
He was 6 Ibs 8 0z / 19 % in. He is the first child of Daniel and Rosemary
Kessler. Congratulations and Best wishes.

Daniel & Rosemary Kessler = AU ZRFBHEA, 4 Hi1IE Joshua (L3 Kessler.
FAT R T ZENEFT L

Teresa Nolan, member of Okinawa Kai since its inception, is in the
Hebrew Home. She celebrated the 85 ~Tusubi at the 2012 SSK, and had a
great timell!

The Hebrew Home, Smith-Kogod Building, Room 1123
6105 Montrose Road, Rockville, MD. 20853

Her family says that Teresa-san loves to have visitors.
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Congratulations to Momo Onno Proctor-san. In September, she was awarded a
Master’s level (Shihan) license by Tamagusuku Ryu Shosetsu Michiko-no Kai. To
commemorate this occasion, she will be performing on October 28 at the
National Theater in Okinawa. In the past, she has performed at Martigues festival in France (1998),
Japan Tour (1999), UAE/Abu Dhabi(2002), Kennedy Center (2004), and during the 5" Uchinanchu Taikai (2006). She is
also a licensed teacher of Karate Dance. She says in her email, “ | hope | will continue to disseminate Okinawan performing arts.”
Contratulations and Best Wishes!!!

Congratulations to Toshie Cerveny of the Tamagusuku Ryu Keisho Kai-Kinjo Hirae Ryubu Dojo for being
awarded Saiko-sho (Award of Superiority). The Saiko-sho is the highest recognition awarded by the Ryukyu
Shinpo-sponsored dance certification board. In what must have been two pressure-filled days (August 17 &
22) at the Ryukyu Shinpo Hall in Naha, Toshie-san performed Yanaji, Takadera Manzai & Kanayo to
demonstrate her excellence in women (Onna Odori), young men (Nisai Odori) & popular (Zo-Odori) dances.
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2012 Junior Study Program: As reported in the Issue 12-4 of Deigo Shinpo, Naomi and Nestor
Koichi Folta spent a week in Okinawa attending the Junior Study Program sponsored by the Okinawa
Government. Koichi-kun in his report writes, “... was an experience that changed me and the way | see
myself. ... bring out the Uchinanchu from within myself,” while Naomi-san reports, “... learning the
Uchina culture, interacting with Uchinanchu, and connecting with second generation Uchinanchus
around the world was invaluable...l want to learn more about the Uchina culture, spread it, and preserve
it just like our ancestors so that it will be available for future generations”

Click on the link for their entire reports. http://okinawakai.org/site.aspx?page=34
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e On August 8, the Tamagusuku Ryu Keisho Kai-Kinjo Hirae Ryubu Dojo and “Chodegwa Sanshin” presented

“Shimanchu nu Takara” (Treasures of the Okinawan People) -- a delightful program of elegant Okinawan dances and
lively folk songs -- at the Fauquier Senior Center in Warrenton, VA. Ippe nifee debiru (thank you very much) for
working so hard to share our Okinawan culture with our friends in neighboring communities.
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Tamagusuku Ryu Keisho Kai (E3kififka s o A > 23—): Keiko Mongan, Toyoko Castagna, Kiyomi Hughes, Hatsue
Kinley, Sueko Niskala, Hatsuko Wilson

“Chodegwa Sanshin” (- =2 7 — 27" 7 — = #{ A > »3—): Dennis Asato, Hidemi Bryant, Sachimi Pilkenton, Kumiko
Resko

e  Two Okinawa Kai members, Larry Kelly and Larry Laurion were busy for much of the summer helping to organize a
special multi-year reunion of Kubasaki High School alumni. Kubasaki High School is the DoD dependents school
located in Okinawa. More than 85 alumni, from as far away as Australia & Hawaii and graduates going back 50 years,
gathered at the Sheraton Hotel-Reston on August 11 for this special occasion. Among the highlights for the evening
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were lively folk songs by the Okinawa Sanshin of Washington, beautiful dances by Helen Yamada and exciting eisaa
taiko and karate kata by Nestor Folta’s Uechi Ryu Karate. Omedeto gozaimasu !
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e The 34" Annual Celebration of Textiles at the Textile Museum, Washington, DC
%34 Bkt — BRYEDEE

The Textile Museum holds
“Annual Celebration of
Textiles.” This year in
June, they asked if
someone would perform
Okinawan dances. Momo
Onno-Sensei was
gracious enough to
volunteer to perform dances. In addition to her dance performances, we briefly talked about
Okinawan textiles. One of the pieces that Momo Sensei appropriately selected was
“Kashikaki (Weaving)” Her elegant performance of weaving fabric as delicate as dragonfly
wings delighted the audiences. Pictures above from left to right: Momo-sensei ‘s “Kashikaki”,
Emily Chang in princess style kimono, Sansen music (Makishi-san & Emily), and Akko-san
showing bingata fabric that she designed/dyed in high school. We also demonstrated how to wear a kimono in
Ushinchi style (upper class) and country style. We were proud to learn that the picture of Momo-sensei’s Kashikaki
adorned the front page in two local community newspapers, The Dupont Current & Northwest Current. Also of our
great pride is the presentation of the above photo as a highlight of the annual Textile Museum Celebration.
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Photo: from left — Master Nakasone, her husband, Tomokasu Nakasone, Mr. Sanda Murara, next to him are Ms. Tamamoto and Ms. Higa.
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Chieko Williams. member of Okinawa Sansen, hosted a gathering on October 2", welcoming a dance group headed by
Master Yoshiko Nakasone and a music team headed by Mr. Sanda Murata. They came to Washington, DC to perform at the
National Heritage Fellowship Award Concert held at the Lisner Auditorium of George Washington University. During that time
Ms. Minami Tamamoto and Chiho Higa (members of World Youth Uchina Organization) were visiting this area and they also
joined the festivity. There were about 40 local participants and we had a great time. We presented to Master Nakasone the
article written about her award that was published in the previous issue of the Deigo Shinpo. Chieko-san and Akko Kakazu-san,
Ippe-Nefedebiru for organizing this potluck dinner gathering.

The actual award concert took place on 10/4. There were 9 recipients of this prestigious award, and the auditorium was

packed. At the award concert, Mast Nakasone with her two daughters solemnly performed “Kajadefu.” We were very proud.

1% Worldwide Youth Uchinanchu Festival — Brazil — 2012
FE—EHR T FF o F 2 EBEREQL2FET T PN THE)

We are sure that those, who attended the 25" Anniversary Shin Shun Kai in 2008, remember a young male dancer
from Brazil who performed “Nubui Kuduchi.” We were impressed by his performance. The dancer,
Marcelo Chuei Matsudo-san, has sent the following letter for the Deigo Shinpo:
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Haisai dear members of Washington D.C. Okinawa-kai

Last July, it was our pleasure to hold the 1 Worldwide Youth Uchinanchu Festival here in Sao Paulo — Brazil.
The first seed of this project was planted last year, in the “5™ Worldwide Uchinanchu Festival” in Okinawa, when the WYUA
(World Youth Uchinanchu Association) was founded. During a youth conference, some Okinawan students suggested to hold
this 1% Youth Festival in Brazil. We, the Brazilian Uchinanchus realized that it would be a big challenge for us, but at the same
time, we were very proud to be chosen as the host-country. The WYUA-Okinawa was in charge of developing the mission and
the program while Urizun-kai, the Association of Okinawa Scholar Alumni in Brazil, with the support of the Brazil Okinawa
Kenjin-Kai, was responsible for the organization of the infrastructure for the festival in Brazil.

During several months we held weekly meetings to discuss and organize the Taikai. We acknowledge our mistakes but we
learned from them and expect to share our experience with other WYUA branches that will host the Festival in the future.
In addition to ice-breaking activities, which were really important to strengthen the bonds among uchinanchus from all around
the world, several gatherings and conference were held to discuss and exchange experiences regarding culture, history and
immigration route from Okinawa to the World.

In my opinion, this Taikai accomplished its objectives by strengthening the Uchinanchu network, identity, the importance of
maintaining Okinawan culture and Language, which has been added to the list of endangered languages of the world by
UNESCO.

In this first edition, almost two hundred participants, including more than 70 foreigners from 5 different nationalities,
gathered in Sao Paulo. We expect that in the future more Uchinanchus from several nationalities join the Taikai.

I look forward to meeting members of Washington D.C. Okinawa-kai in the 2" Worldwide Youth Uchinanchu Festival in Los
Angeles next year.
Warm regards

Marcelo Chui 2011 Okinawa Executive Officers 2011 EE&F\@ MRS EITE R
Matsudo Pr_eS|dent:_ Mieko M_aeshlro 2E: B BT
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