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Haitai,

We had a busy spring with visitors from Okinawa. In January and February, politicians and activists came to
Washington, DC to present the US base issues in Okinawa. In April a Ryukyu Dance group and an Eisaa Drum group came to
perform at the Centennial Cherry Blossom Festival.


http://www.okinawakai.org/

Finally, our own festival, Shinshun Kai arrived on April 21. The night before, volunteers set up the stage. Tables were
brought in to the school gymnasium from the cafeteria, and they were covered with table clothes for the big event the next day.
Early next morning, a food team of Woodbridge set up the food tables awaiting the arrivals of home cooked dishes prepared by
members of Okinawa Kai. The school selected for the event this year was farther away from the north/east areas, and | was
concerned, “Do we have enough people to fill in the gymnasium?” It turned out that my worry was groundless. People came!!!
They came from Okinawa Prefecture as well as Pennsylvania!! We ended up with about 360 participants!! The volunteers were
all engaged in their assigned tasks: the Reception Desk team, Sound System team, Kiddies Korner team, Stage Management
team, Fund Raising team. Later, food team volunteers from Richmond joined the Woodbridge food team. | said in my heart,
“Thank you for coming all the way to help at the Shinshun Kai.” The diners relished the delicious potluck dishes, enjoyed
meeting old friends, and making new friends, while watching performances on the stage. A row of Chilren’s colorings and
drawings of “Dragon” were displayed in front below the stage. | think that the underpinning of the scene was the spirit of
Icharibashode.

At the end of the SSK, people took the initiative of folding the tables and started rolling them back to the cafeteria.

I said in my heart, “Thank you.” 1 think that Shinshun Kai is composed not only of the performances on the stage, but also of all
the elements mentioned above.

In September, the annual picnic is planned, and next year we will celebrate 30" Anniversary of Okinawa Kai of
Washington, DC. Let’s keep Okinawa Kai viable by nurturing our inherited culture that is invisible, but that is ingrained in our
soul.

I hope you will have a wonderful summer.

Mieko Maeshiro ( BL2RI% £k 1)

Autumn Picnic (kD' 7 =v 7 )

Date (}J] H): September 15, 2012 (Saturday)
Time (FffE]) :11:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Place (35FT : 7400 Tuckerman Lane
Rockville, MD 20852-4516
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The 2012 Shin Shun Kai was held at Fred Lynn Middle School in Woodbridge, Virginia. Guests and performers came
from surrounding areas like Pennsylvania and as far as Okinawa Prefecture; about 360 attended in all. Below are some
highlights of our SSK (Spring Festival).

“Udui Kuwadisa” was the opening dance, which was performed by our members from the Tamagusuku Ryu, Kinjyo
Hirae Dojo. Momo Onno, a member from the Tamagusuku Ryu Shosetsu Michiko-no-Kai, performed “Wakashu Kuti Bushi.”

Four groups of guest performers from Okinawa Prefecture made our SSK livelier. Ryukyu Minyo Dento Kyokai headed
by Matsuhide Arasaki Sensei (Shogen Ryu lemoto) sang “Naakuni Kaisare,” “Shin Naakuni —Kaisare (and Shin Naakuni
Bushi),” Shinaski nu Timiji,” and “Munushiri Bushi.” He was accompanied by a college student, Namika Nagamine-san, high
school student, Yuriko Uehara-san, and junior high school student, Ayame Arasaki-san. Yoshinori Tatesu Sensei sang both
“Tobaraama,” and “Irabu Tougani” full of passion. The audiences savored their performances fully.

At the end of their performance, they started playing Kachashii that was not in the program. Some of the audiences were
so excited by the live Kachashii music they spontaneously started dancing to the music. Theresa Nolan, Tushibi (85) celebrator,
could be seen enjoying and participating with such vigor.




Kaishu, Chinen Toshiko Sensei of Tamagusuku Ryu Shosetsu Rin no Kai and her students, Mitsuko Toma-san and
Etsuko Nakama-san danced “Taiko Bayashi,” and “Tanchame.” Kaishu, Yoshie Miyahira Sensei of Ryusei Honryu Ayazono
Yosh no Kai, and her students, Hazue Tokeshi-san and Midori Hapgood-san performed “Nuchibana no Odori,” and “Natsu
Shigata.”
Etsuko Irei-san’s monologue and comical dances were funny and brought laughter among audiences.

Tamagusuku Ryu Keisho Kai DC group and Okinawa Sanshin Washington (OSW) performed with enthusiasm which makes
us proud. Their performances are better each year. Tamagusuku Ryu Keisho Kai danced the popular dance, “Hatoma Bushi” and
“Kurushima Kuduchi” with a lively tempo.

Karate group performances included 3 styles. Isshin Ryu (Sensei Ralph Miller and Sensei Jim Miller) and Shorin Ryu (Sensei
Jay King) demonstrated traditional and powerful katas (forms) and Uechi Ryu (Sensei Nestor Folta) also integrated Taiko Drums
with their traditional forms.

The audience enjoyed a wide variety of performances such as from four year old, Mathew Stokes (played Japanese and
Okinawan children’s music on violin), to Hawaiian Music by Frank Della-Penna on the steel guitar.

Our Warabincha group danced “Hana-nu-Kajimaya™ and Eisaa which transitioned the last program to the crescendo of our
finale, Kachashii. Both dancers (performers) and the audience joined in on the joyful end on the stage by dancing to their heart's
content. Thus, the 2012 SSK ended on a happy note.

We all enjoyed meeting friends, savoring home cooking, and were all satisfied with excellent performances. Fortunately, we
had wonderful weather which resulted in a good turnout. In spite of the longer program and running behind schedule, most of
the audience remained until the conclusion of the program.
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The following members celebrated Tushibi, and received the gifts: It was unfortunate that we did not have
enough time to ask them to come to the stage.

73 years old (Chinese count) 85 years old (Chinese count)
Yoko Barnett Teresa Nolan
Richard Cates

Emiko and Wayne Eiland
Shizuko Jacobson
Hiromi Uehara



Ippe Nifedebiru!!!

® So many members helped to make our SSK a great success. Special acknowledgements to our volunteers are listed
below alphabetically.

Blaine & Itsuko Asato, Dennis Asato, Tsuhako Barnette, Shigeko Brandenburg, David & Atsuko Boutcher, Mariko Brumfield,
Yoshiko Butler, Kwan and Tomomi Chang, Akiko Clifford, Ron & Kyoko Daikoku, Ed Danis, Toshie Davis, Emiko Eiland,
Bob Finch, Eiko Fjeld, Midori Hackney, Kiyomi Hughes, Shizuko Jacobson, Shun Kadekawa, Larry Kelly,

Shota Kinjo, Ritsuko Kinsley, Larry Laurion, Chizuko Lowman, Hiroko MacKay, Mieko Maeshiro, Yasutoshi Makishi, Keiko
Mongan, Hisako Oller, Tom Proctor, Che and Atsuko Russell, Kazuko Sanford, Yoneko Sileo, Lisa Simmons, Mark

Stoehrer, Masako Stoehrer, Tamiko Suzuki, Betty Taira, Naoko Tollefson, Tokiko Tritt, Gary & Chieko Williams, Erik
Yamada, Roger Yamada and Helen Yamada

® Thank you for those who extended helping hands and for bringing delicious home cooked dishes.
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Nijikai for the Guest Performers from Okinawa
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We held a get-together after the SSK at Hibachi Grill restaurant nearby. There, we presented certificates of appreciation to
the guest performers from Okinawa. Thank you, Chieko Williams-san and Helen Fujiko Yamadan-san for arranging the event.

MC: “Welcome to SSK”
Program Team & Stage Managers

Sound Men




Washington Okinawa Sansen

Special Guests

Okinawa Kai’s Great Dancers

Karate Groups



Children are Our Future
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Kachashi

Click the link below for more pictures.
http://www.flickr.com/photos/echObase/6955156282/

Education)Eunt]

We offer two award programs:
1) Academic Award (ZF3EIEE 4)
2) Cultural Award (L3RI 4)
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Members are encouraged to take advantage of this program. A > /3—® 2@ FUND T3 BB WIZZFIH T IV,
More detailed information is available at www.okinawakai.org : 5 LWNEIL, LfOA ¥ —F v M &R F S0,

Nine members have been awarded the Academic Award, and two students for Cultural Award. 1f you or your

child have/has started a class/training (Karate, Dance, Music, Japanese language school, or other classes related
to Okinawan culture), please apply. If qualified, the applicant will receive $50.00 of award. If you are interested
in the award, please contact or link to the above Okinawakai WEB site.
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Graduation Gift from Okinawa Kai

Congratulations, graduates. In Okinawa we have a custom of
giving graduation gift to a graduate. Following this tradition,
we have a program to recognize achievements of the students
in our Okinawa Kai. If you earned a high school diploma or
an undergraduate degree in 2011 or 2012, please send the
following information to Atsuko Russell June 15.

- Name - School

- Address - Year of Graduation

- Phone Number - Degree (College)

- Parent’s Name
Address:

www.okinawakai.org
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Sad News —-ZE LW BAIH &
Our deepest sympathy to Mrs. Nori Smith of Warrenton, Virginia. Her husband, Larry, passed away
on May 2, 2012. Our thoughts and prayers are with Nori-san and her family. In memory of Larry-san,
Okinawa Kai made a contribution to the Warrenton Assembly of God.
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¥ Congratulations to Michie and Chris Beckford. They had a baby girl born on February 1, 2012.
Her name is Maya Kristine. The second daughter for Michie-san, and the 4™ for the family. Best

Wishes!!!

BHZRy I 73— REATHEBDTLE Y ZXWET, v PboAld, 2H 1HICAES
NELE, BBZEAMIESTIHE_HFHOBELLSE T—FHIZL > TIT4FEHTY,

Y PEBESABDTE S TSVWET, EoHAERT

“T3DEHSTOR—" Hf-oT=

MESAMI, VI P DCORARMEEDORFEHYANE, T L TEBHEEFOMEL L
T3 SEMEBBLL., TOENRDOLN, EFE1 1A, KOMEI CHREILEZ %
HEhF L, AXTaLEFNomESARE RIEFRKBEINCER & i W
HeEeppBioiREvi oo, BEEINTHTHDZ S Z LHIOHBRFEEZHE,
ZTORBPERELEB/ TV a v H T RERFEFRETE LS 2 EG L2 aiEED Y
FF =TT, MEIAITBBBEVNANALRBIKEEZE LA THET, REDH D

B, LOLBHRVHELLHITET, (**

HLET, )

WENIREDEFTALD D& L TRKENEF

¥ Congratulations to Hiromi Uehara-san!!! We celebrated her 73-Tusubi at our 2012 SSK. In

November, 2011, she was awarded the Medal of Honor, “Sacred Treasure Gold and Silver
Rays”by the Emperor of Japan. She worked at the Embassy of Japan, Washington, DC as the secretary for the Economic
Minister and the Economic Counselor and was recognized for her contributions for over 38 years at the Embassy.
Born in Mexico, her family moved back to Okinawa just before World War |1, and lived in Gushikawa City.
After graduation from Meiji University in Tokyo, she attended George Town University Graduate School on
scholarship, and received a master’s degree. Then she went to work at the Embassy. She is an attractive
and accomplished Uchinanchu lady. Now retired from the Embassy, she is enjoying many hobbies. Again,
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heartfelt congratulations for her contributions and accomplishment. (**Medals of Honor are awarded twice
a year by the Emperor to individuals who have made notable contributions to Japan in various fields.)

Champum Gama?r  s4vy7)—3—F-—

Okinawan Music and Dances at the
100" Anniversary of the Gift of Cherry Trees from Japan to US

The cherry blossoms fell early this year, but the real flowers — a showcase of performers from Japan — blossomed at the
“Centennial of the Gift of Cherry Trees from Japan”. Three groups from Okinawa were among the special group of performers
selected to perform at the National Cherry Blossom Festival 2012: Tamagusuku Ryu Keisho Kai-Kinjo Hirae Ryubu Dojo,
Kajimai “Eisaa”, and Ryukyu Chimdon Gakudan.

On a beautiful Easter Sunday afternoon, the Tamagusuku Ryu Keisho Kai-Kinjo Hirae Ryubu Dojo of Kin, Okinawa
presented a wonderful performance of folk dances, eisaa and shisa (Okinawan lion-dog) at the Sylvan Theater/Washington
Monument. The group of thirty Keisho Kai performers included 5 senseis, 16 student dancers from Okinawa and 9 dancers from
the Washington DC dojo*. The performance displayed the beauty and diversity in Okinawan folk performing art -- Wakashu
Zei, Nubui Kuduchi, Hatuma Bushi, Uchikumi Taiko Bayashi, Musunainai, eisaa and a specially choreographed Nuchibana-
Nandaki that was combined with a large shisa.  The audience, many in tears, stood and enthusiastically applauded as the
dancers bade them farewell with Danju Kariyushi.

The following Saturday was the 52" Annual Sakura Matsuri on Pennsylvania Avenue. Early in the morning and as the
closing act on the “J-POP Stage”, the colorfully dressed Ryukyu Chimdon Gakudan introduced their high-energy style of
Okinawan “pop-jazz” music to a youthful audience. With a combination of saxophone, a double-neck sanshin, guitar and drums
(strapped to the drummer), they were a fun group to watch.

On the “Pennsylvania Avenue Stage”, we were delighted to watch our Okinawa Kai friends* perform popular folk
dances of Okinawa with Kinjo Hirae-sensei and four senseis from the Tamagusuku Ryu Keisho Kai-Kinjo Hirae Ryubu Dojo.
The audience was treated to the beauty and energy of Okinawan folk dances — from the dynamic Naginata and beautiful
Nuchibana-Nandaki to the stoic Nnatu Kuri Bushi and youthful Hanjo Bushi, Hatuma Bushi and Danju Kariyushi. We were
also very proud of the Okinawa Sanshin of Washington as they performed as jikata (musicians) for the dance group. Really
terrific, mina-san. Omedeto gozaimasu!

Kajimai, the 2011 “eisaa” champion from Okinawa, made their first appearance in front of the stage where the opening
ceremony of the 52" Sakura Matsuri was held. This group was sponsored by the Japan Ministry of Foreign Affairs to mark the
40™ year anniversary of the reversion of Okinawa to Japan. This highly energetic group made two more appearances to

entertain hundreds of visitors to the festival on the 11" Street Stage and at the Sylvan Theater. Dressed in colorful costumes, the
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group of 21 young students thrilled the audience for 45 minutes with their energetic eisaa and shisaa, and warrior dance
performances. The audience loved it ! Chibariyo !

Many members of Okinawa Kai, including the Goodwill Ambassadors, enjoyed dinner with the Kajimai group the
following day. The special guest at dinner was Ms. Aiko Shimajiri, Member of House of Councillors, National Diet of
Japan. The highlight of the evening was a short performance by some members of Kajimai and the socializing of the young
members Kajimai and the local youth.

Thank you Betty Taira-san for arranging this event for the Goodwill Ambassodors/Okinawakai of Washington, DC, and
the Kajimaai Group.

* [Tamagusuku Ryu Keisho Kai-Kinjo Hirae Ryubu Dojo/DC: *Instructors-Keiko Mongan, Toyoko Castagna, Toshie Cerverny
(NC). Akemi Bahr, Kiyomi Hughes, Hatsue Kinley, Hisako Maeshiro, Sueko Niskala, Hatsuko Wilson ]

heir high-energy style of Okinawan “pop-jazz” music to a youthful audience. With an unusual combination of saxophone, a
double-neck sanshin, guitar and drums (strapped to the drummer), they were a fun group to watch.
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2011 Okinawa Executive Officers 2011 FEEE D IS BITER B
President: Mieko Maeshiro 2 B BT
Vice President: Betty Taira BaER Betty Taira
Secretaries: Akiko Clifford H=g vu—f Clifford
Helen Yamada Helen & 1= |LIFH
Treasuerrs: Atsuko Russell £ Atsuko Russell
Larry Kelly Larry Kelly
Bunkabucho:  Shota Kinjyo AV E: VN
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