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Haitai,

“This year’s Shinshun Kai (SSK) was the best!!!” was the unanimous reactions voiced by all who were at our 30"
Anniversary SSK. In another word, we can conclude that a tapestry displayed on the stage was woven in exciting designs
with multitude of colors. Any tapestry has other side. In this space, I would like to tell you about the reverse side of the
tapestry.

The 30™ Anniversary Committee headed by Blain Asato san was formed in 2011, just before the World Uchinanchu
Festival. The committee quickly recommended that for the 30™ Anniversary SSK, the central program be the Eisa
performance. As you know our organization is a nonprofit, and this meant that we would seek an Eisa group, willing to
pay their own travel and lodging expenses. During the Festival, our efforts were not successful.

Then in 2012, Master Folta of Uechi-ryu Karate, who was planning to hold an Okinawan Culture Event for his karate
group, went to Okinawa and successfully negotiated with the award winning “Kaze no Mai” Eisa/Shisaa group.

The event’s date was set for March 30, 2013. The Planning Committee wanted to include the Kaze-no-Mai group for the
SSK. At the same time, the committee’s thinking was that other performers from Okinawa might want to perform at both
30™ Anniversary and Sakura Matsuri which was scheduled for 4/13/13. Master Folta asked Kaze-no-Mai to stay a week
for our SSK and he also promised that he would take care of the group until after their SSK performance. Luckily the
committee found Glasgow School in Alexandria, VA, and the 4/6 SSK date was set.

“Luck Sosaku Eisa” performed for the first time at the 2012 Sakura Matsuri. Their dynamic and youthful drum
performance and adorable Shiisaa dances were refreshing and very impressive. Five members, all teaching at child day
care centers in Okinawa, took a leave from their centers to perform at our SSK and the Sakura Matsuri. Dennis Asato-san
was the host of the Tamagusuku Ryu Keisho Kai Kinjo Hirae Ryubu Dojo and Luck Sosaku Eisaa groups, and took great
care of them during their stay. Ryoma Yasuda-san originally from Tokuno Shima was “discovered” by Akiko Clifford-
san, and recommended him to the Committee. He came all the way from Osaka, Japan for our event, thanks to Akkiko-
san’s efforts. The theme of the 2013 SSK was “Next Generation.” Their youthful and powerful performances were well
matched with the image of “Next Generation,” leaping into the future.

Shota Kinjo-san, Cultural Director, was in charge of weaving the tapestry by fitting all program pieces together with short
and long threads, and tying knots here and there.

The evening before the event on 4/5, volunteers worked hard to setup the stage and dining area. Early in the morning of
4/6, volunteers (those in charge of food/drinks, decorations, and reception desks) arrived. Some brought freshly cut
flowers to be decorated, some brought batches of home baked sponge cakes, sata-andagi, and rolled sushi.

During the show, volunteers in charge of lighting and sound system worked hard. Backstage assistants were constantly
running around behind the stage. Many people volunteered in ways they could. “Real Uchina Spirit!!” was floating in the
air.

Blaine Asato san supported by Itsuko Asoto-san put everything into a frame.

People came with delicious potluck dishes. We worked together, and we had a great 30™ Anniversary SSK together.
Blessed with beautiful weather, we really had a great day!!! “Ippe Neife Debibu!!!”.

Mieko Maeshiro (B2 FERL 1)



Autumn Picnic (fkov° 7 =v 7 )

Date (1] H): September 14, 2013 (Saturday)
Time (ff#) :11:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Place (4FT : Bull Run Regional Park, Shelter 1

770 Bull Run Drive, Centrevill, VA 20121
CFELWERIIR T TR LE LET,

Mark your calendars -- 1 sLo s —lce— /L THBOTFEN

1) Academic Award (FHEETFE )

\ 2) Cultural Award  (SC{bLEL4)
- ST, ERROBEEE W LET,
’ Members are encouraged to take advantage of this program. X > /3—® %@ FUND T
I BBWIIZFIHTFIW,
More detailed 1nf0rmat10n is available at www.okinawakai.org : 3£ LWNEIL, ZELDA o X —F v b &4l
BRSuy,

Nine members have been awarded the Academic Award, and two students for Cultural Award. If you or your child
have/has started a class/training (Karate, Dance, Music, Japanese language school, or other classes related to
Okinawan culture), please apply. If qualified, the applicant will receive $50.00 of award. If you are interested in the
award, please link to the above Okinawakai WEB site.

ZHVETIZ 9 AD A /3N—|Z Academic Award % X4, Cultural Award (2 — A, Cultural Award X, #0LF~D
ZeF BREREEHG BRERER BAARES 2o orI7 xR H—27L) LEEE: ($50.00) T, kb gL
v Ed, EBEOH S IHiE, FFEO Okinawa Kai WEB site & 2 < 72 &0,

Graduation Gift from Okinawa Kai TR D b ZEEAR

Congratulations, graduates. In Okinawa we have a custom of | Z#3EIRHTEL 5 TEWET, il TId, AFFEAEIC 3% Al
giving graduation gift to a graduate. Following this tradition, | & ®»F2 HHE 28 HV 7, (*1’%/\ TH ZOEBE I HRA
we have a program to recognize achievements of the students | T Z¥EDIHNE U THEFEA 1T > TWET, 2012-2013
in our Okinawa Kai. If you earned a high school diploma or | IZ@Ei&H L <, jt#%*% Ltﬁ X, 6 H15HETICF

an undergraduate degree in 2012 or 2013, please send the uﬂ@$€ﬁfz FLAD L, 55 " FEFLO Atsuko Russell S A~ 1265 T
following information to Atsuko Russell June 15. TEW,
- Name - School
- Address - Year of Graduation - K4 - R4
- Phone Number - Degree (College) e - FRIEDAE
- Parent’s Name - AR R (ORF)
- REHE KA
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Food * Table IZAD, £V O ZTEiEICEI —7 L7 1—,

The 30" Anniversary Shinshun Kai (SSK) was held on 4/6/13 at Glasgow Middle School in Arlington, VA. There were over
400 people. As soon as lunch was announced, the food tables were surrounded by participants. There were many varieties
of potluck dishes that all looked delicious, and the people were having difficult time selecting the food.

MCs — Che Russell-san &
Tokiko Tritt —san.

Congratulations to Frank Della-Penna — san for his 73 Tushibi!! He is
Well Done!!! standing in front of Bingata panel with Ryoma-san, guest performer.

Table
Decorations

FEEMFEO T2 20 1= B EE F 020
HH SABREELWHTELED FERSTHE]
kashu Kuti Bushi by Momo Proctor sensei,
Mamamagusuku Ryu Shosetsu Michiko no Kai.

Wonderful performances by Okinawa Sanshin of
Washington members.

FIRGEARSH S SIRP B ESS D DC P FAEIZ L

[/ U % TWE] DRI, The 2013 SSK was opened
with Kajad: “fu performed by Tamagusuku Ryu Keisho
Kai Kinjo Hirae Ryubu Dojo DC group.

WZBHEDF A N, ZHEES
MAF =R E A ISR - 2 L
T 30 JAF &Rl L TR OAERE
ih 24z, 2 /BORFDE,
(DA R, ORI | JLETET
PA B RN L FEE L VI
REBRIZEEIADRGE KO
VSTV o sV e S R =
7o VA FEFFAa—1 1L
D Z & TL7, Ryoma Yasuda was
dynamic, youthful, original and
energetic. His hand gesture “Wide,
Wide, Fight, Fight ” made audiences
go wild shouting “Wide, Wide.”

Yaeyama folk songs by
Kyoko Dennard.
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SR8z AR RN D 22 D 23 FRNAEFNF- Volkmar Je & P FAEDEKIT D SO I T2 b DDA A TN DI
HITIZ72 W F L7z, Kaishu Kazuko Chibana Volkamar of Aharenhonryu Keisen Wa-no-Kai and her students came all the
way from Ohio to celebrated our 30" Anniversary SSK.

At the end of [FLu>
Elﬁ - ﬂwai Buigij
Momo-sensei of
Tamagusuku Ryu
joined with the
banners that said,

“ Congratulations on
30™ Anniversary.”
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Chibana-sensei’s solo performance, Hamachirod: was elegant and dignified.
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d%ana-noﬂ(aﬁmaya by children and PPazarku by mothers and teen age daughters brought us smiles.

Isshin Ryu Karate and Uechi Ryu Karate
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Kaishu Hirae Kinjo-sensei of Tamagusukuryu Keisho Kai Kinjo Hirae Ryubu Dojo, and her group came from Kin, Okinawa to

celebrate our 30" Anniversary. The first piece was ‘Kuba-nuHatomabushi that was performed by four senseis. Kaishu Hirae-

sensei and Shihan Yoko Watanabe sense'sﬂ{anayo-c%aﬁawa performance was exquisite.
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After the Intermission, the celebration mood was heightened. Well choreographed performances by Tamagusukyu Ryu
Keishokai Kinjo Hirae Ryubu Dojo and Luck Sosaku Eisaa groups( £isa. Naginata. Shisa <Moi. Ashibi Daiko ) were
outstanding. There was no wasted time between performances. As soon as one set of performers disappeared
to the back stage, another group appeared. Luck Eisaa lion jumped down from the stage. Young children were
fascinated by the lion doing all kinds of tricks, but at the same time they were scared.




Kobudo, Eisa - HEE « =1 ¥ —
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Then the last program of the day!!!! The 2011 award winning Eisa champion, Kobudo-Eisa group from ltoman, Okinawa.
We were all awed by their energetic, youthful and yet graceful performances.

Kachashii with live music!!l 7 14 JOERETHF v —2 —,

Thus our 30" Anniversary Shinshun kai ended with the sense of
great accomplishment!!! Yes, it was the best Shinshun Kai in 30
years. Congratulations, and Ippe Nifedebiru!!!
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HEHE OB OFEIRE —  After presentation of Certificate of Appreciation to performers, a picture was
taken with all the performers!!! Thank you very much for making our 30" Anniversary Shinshun Kai a great success.

The following people volunteeed: — V' 4+ 7 7 A4 7 —DOHEEH W 28 L H T F L7z, (Alphabetical order)
Blaine Asato, Dennis Asato, Itsuko Asato,Tsuhako Barnette, Michie Beckford, Atsuko Boucher, David Boucher, Akiko Clifford,
Kyoko Daikoku, Ed Danis, Ron Daikoku, Toshie Davis, Eiko Fjeld, Nestor Folta, Shun Kadekawa, Akko Kakazu, Larry Kelly, Shota
Kinjo, Ritsuko Kinsley, Larry Laurion, Mieko Maeshiro, Yasutoshi Makishi, Kiyomi Poeppel, Atsuko Russell, Che Russell, Yoneko
Sileo, Lisa Simmons, Mark Stoehrer, Tokiko Tritt, Kumiko Yoza, Takashi Yoza

If we have missed to include some volunteers, please accept our apologies. Ippe Nife Debiru!!

HES%, BRNPLOF A MEE~D =T 2—F =L« LETF a2z LE L, 70413 E03NE
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In the evening we had a “Ippe Nifedebiru Reception” for guest performers. We gave Washington National’s baseball caps

to guys and Sakura Matsuri tote bags to ladies.

Good bye, Kaze-no-Mai san.

We love the National’s baseball caps!! Come back again!!!




“SPIRIT OF OKINAWA” AT SAKURA MATSURI 2013
2003FEY 7 IR : yFF—+« ALY v b

Saturday April 13" was a bright, sunny day in Washington DC with cherry trees still displaying its beautiful blossoms.

Pennsylvania Ave was lined with Japanese food and gift vendors as tens of thousands of excited visitors to the 2013 Sakura Matsuri
watched the many brilliant performances on four stages -- dancers in colorful kimono, powerful martial arts schools, thundering taiko
groups and talented musicians.

The Sakura Matsuri was alive with the energy, colors and sound of Okinawan music and dances. We were especially proud of our
own Okinawa Kai members and our special guests from Okinawa for sharing the beautiful performing arts of Okinawa with visitors
from around the world.

With Gary Williams’ taiko, Emiko Eiland’s sanba (castanets) and the distinctive sound of the sanshin, The World of Okinawa
Sanshin gained the admiration of the crowd with its dignified opening number Watarizo Tachi-Utushi to their uptempo closing song
Danju Kariyushi. Helen Yamada and daughter Kimi-chan(6) charmed the audience with their Nuchibana-Nandaki dance.

Led by Kaishu Hirae Kinjo, the Tamagusuku Ryu Keisho Kai dancers from Kin, Okinawa and Washington, DC and the LUCK
Sosaku Eisaa from Ginoza brought the huge crowd to their feet cheering the spectacular presentation of colorful folk dances —
Naginata, Kuba nu Hatuma Bushi, Nuchibana-Nandaki, Danju Kariyushi — and electrifying eisa (drum dance) and shisa-moi (lion-
dog dance). As they did at our Okinawa Kai’s 30"™ Anniversary celebration, their performance brought tears of pride and joy to all
of us.

Later in the afternoon, we proudly watched Shihan Momo Onno, joined by her Tamagusuku Ryu Shosetsu Kai friends , dance the
elegant Kajadifu and the joyful Kanayo-Amaka. The audience gained an appreciation for the vast diversity of Okinawan performing
arts from the uta-sanshin by Kyoko Dennard, Hana nu Kajimaya by the adorable Warabincha, and bo jutsu (martial arts) by Emily &
Ty Chang. You were terrific! Congratulations! Ippé nife debiru !
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Sad News —ZE L\ IBE1 H &
Our deepest sympathy to Mrs. Yasuko Hale and her family. Her husband, Billy Hale of Lake Ridge,
VA, passed away on April 10, 2012. Our thoughts and prayers are with Yasuko-san and her family.
Okinawa Kai sent flowers to the family.

N— =7 @D Lake Ridge {233V D Mrs. Yasuko Hale & A @ Z3F A Billy S A28 4 A 10 H
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® Okinawa Culture Performance was presented by Master Nestor Folta on March 30 at Northern
Virginia Community College. The performers included Uechi Ryu and Isshin Ryu Karate groups,
Tamagusuku Ryu Shosetsu Michiko-no-Kai, Momo Onno-sensei and her friend, Ryukyu Dento Minyo
Kyokai Sansen Group, and Ryoma Yasuda-san. The highlight was the performance by the Kaze-no-Mai
group. This was a great cultural event!!! Congratulations, Master Folta.

@ Jacksonville Okinawa Kenjin Kai celebrated the 25th Anniversary. Okinawa Kai sent them “Oiwai.”
They sent us a “thank you note” with Oiwai for our 30" Anniversary Shinshun Kai.
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