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| hope you all enjoyed yourselves at the Washington DC Okinawakai “Spring Festival” (shinshunkai). Wintery weather was expected
on the day of the festival (Saturday, April 9th) and poking my head out of the festival hall around 10:00 AM | did see some flurries. |
was worried that some of our members from as far as Pennsylvania and Virginia Beach might not make it to the festival, but in the
end, thankfully, all of the 336 seats we reserved were filled. The energy of the performers on stage filled the crowd with contagious
excitement and the clapping continued well after the end of the program. | am so thankful to all of the performers who spent many
months working towards this singular production. | am truly grateful from the bottom of my heart. We are also indebted beyond
words to the incredibly hard work and dedication of the Spring Festival Planning Committee, who held meetings from December of
last year, organized various programs and finally completed an extremely successful festival. | would especially like to thank two peo-
ple who helped our performers. We are very thankful to Mark Stoehrer, who came all the way from New York to manage all of our
audio needs; even using up to 8 microphones and a special karaoke machine, to support all of our singers. We would also like to sin-
cerely thank Dennis Asato for all of his hard work in making this a successful festival. He did everything from finding and securing the
festival location, to dealing with the Glasgow Middle School officials, editing and ordering the program booklets, editing the script for
the announcers, stage decoration, cake design, stage tool management, creating and editing the video for the World Uchinanchu
Festival, as well as performing as a member of the Sanshin group, and so many more things that | just can’t even recall. We deeply
thank you for the enormous amount of time and effort you have put into this for us. | know everyone is still a little worn out from
the festival, but | feel blessed to have had a taste of Okinawan culture and am happy to have a lingering feeling of peace that we can
hopefully each take home with us. | hope all of you will have a nice well-deserved rest after this festival and enjoy the warm spring
weather in good health. Itsuko Asato
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As spring arrived and the dogwoods began to flower across Washington DC neighborhoods, the day of the Festival brought concerns over the
potential for freezing rain and snow flurries. However, despite the gloomy forecast volunteers began arriving at the public school in Alexan-
dria early in the morning to prepare for the more than 350 people who came to the Festival.

On the stage the curtain opened to a performance of the Tamagusukuryu Keishoukai dance “Kajiyadefu” (the blacksmith’s wind) featuring
Toyoko Castagna, Chizuko Lowman, Hatsue Kinley and Eriko Nagahama. This was followed by “hatomabushi” (the Hatoma song), which also
revealed the impressive extent to which this group had practiced. Tamagusukuryu Keishoukai dance teacher Toshie Uezu Cerveny performed
“agichikuten”, which was followed by “wakashu zei” (Zei, the young actor) and “kanayoo”, as performed by Tamagusukuryu Shoubuchikai
Michikonokai instructor Momoe Onno.

Jim Miller (7th dan), Ralph Miller (7th dan), and Linda Keefer (5th dan) of the Northern Virginia Isshinryu Karate Club performed karate funda-
mentals, kata, ancient martial art techniques, and block breaking with their students. Nestor Folda (7th dan), teacher of Uechiryuu Karate,
and his students performed kata as well as Eisaa and modern dances infused with karate. Yoshiteru Nakama (8th dan) and two other students
of Uechiryuu Karate came all the way from Okinawa to demonstrate the essence of Okinawan karate.

Kyoko Dennard sang the Yaeyama folk song “aka nma bushi” (song of the red horse) and the Washington DC Sanshin group played “hanjou
bushi” (song of prosperity) and “densa bushi” among others. The Okinawakai Pop Music Chorus sang “shimanchu nu takara” (treasures of the
island people) and other songs to instrumental accompaniment and the Obasan Chorus group sang folk songs. The Warabincha children’s
group performs cute dances every year and this year they did not disappoint us with their energetic renditions of “kanjurasa” and “Hana no
kajimaya”.

Dennis Asato introduced the World Uchinanchu Festival taking place in October of this year and Hideo Henzan, the Okinawan Prefectural
Representative in Washington DC, talked about the festival in Uchinaaguchi (Okinawan). This year is the year of the monkey and pictures of
monkeys as drawn by the children were displayed and celebratory gifts were given to those who turn 73 and 85 years old during this monkey
year.

The Festival ended with an Eisaa performance by the Okinawakai Eisaa group. The deep reverberating sound of strong drumming accompa-
nied traditional instruments in a performance of “tenyoo bushi”. The curtains were then drawn on this momentous and exciting 33rd Spring
Festival.



Photos courtesy of Mr. Blaine Asato
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The Textile Museum at George Washington University and the Okinawan Prefectural Govern-

ment sponsored the “Okinawan Cherry Blossom Festival” from March 18th until the 20th.

The 19th and 20th were designated as family days with large numbers of families visiting.

The 20th was also the opening of the National Cherry Blossom Festival and the Okinawan

Festival was included in the program for the opening ceremony. An Okinawan food and

awamori cocktail tasting, as well as short film presentation, Okinawan dance and karate

demonstration, bingata workshop, and origami (making paper bingata) and various games

were held. 20 members of the Okinawakai volunteered for the workshop along with Momoe

Onno, who danced, and Nestor Folta, who, alongside two karate students, performed karate

demonstrations. Over the course of the three-day event there were 1,200 visitors helping to Photos courtesy of Ms. Akiko Clifford
make the Okinawa Cherry Blossom Festival a great success.
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On April 16, the Capitol Riverfront neighborhood of Washington DC was filled with the

excitement of the Sakura Matsuri 2016 ... sounds of taiko, sanshin, J-Pop music ... danc-

ers dressed in beautiful kimono ... young folks parading in anime costumes ... smell of

delicious food ... Japanese cultural arts bazaar ... The Sakura Matsuri is the largest one-

day celebration of Japanese culture in the US.  While the festival visitors started to

gather at the Sakura Stage, 40 members of our Okinawa Kai waited anxiously to begin

their "Okinawan Cultural Arts Performance". The cameras started clicking from the mo-

ment Momo Onno-sensei opened with the elegant Kajadifu through the finale ka-

chashi. With Kyoko Dennard and Akiko Clifford performing uta-sanshin and the ever-

adorable Warabincha dancing with their kajimaya (windmills) and paranku, the crowd

kept growing larger and larger. Nestor Folta-sensei, visiting sensei Yoshiteru Nakama from Ginowan and students demonstrated the impressive
discipline and power of Uechi Ryu karate. It was fun watching the students perform eisaa and their unique free-style karate kata dance. In the
finale, the high energy of Okinawa Kai Eisaa Club performing Chunjun-Kudaka Manjushu, Hana nu Churashima and Kuicha brought the crowd to
their feet. What a wonderful sight it was to see the audience dancing kachashi as this happy celebration of Okinawan culture came to an

end. Great job! Nifee debiru for sharing our Okinawan culture with Sakura Matsuri visitors from all over the world.

-4- Photos courtesy of Ms. Akiko Clifford
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This spring members of the Okinawakai participated in a number of events to introduce Okinawan culture to other
Americans .
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On Friday, February 26th, the “Quantico Japanese Festival” was held on the
Quantico Marine Corp Base in Virginia for the first time in two years. The
Warabincha children’s group (led by Momoe Onno) and the Eisaa dance
club (led by Michie Beckford and Kyoko Dennard) performed and danced
the Eisaa dance. Kyoko Dennard also sang Yaeyama folk songs.

Photos courtesy of Ms. Akiko Clifford
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On March 5th “LanternAsia” was held at the botanical gardens
in Norfolk, Virginia. Kinuko Fukumine led the Virginia Beach
Okinawa Sanshinkai in a performance. Ms. Fukumine also per-
formed traditional music on the koto with Helen Yamada and

friends as well as Okinawan dances with Helen and her daugh-
ter Helen K. Yamada.

Photos courtesy of Ms. Kinuko Fukumine
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Stephanie Ortoleva named a "21 Leaders of the 21st Century"

Congratulations to Stephanie Ortoleva-san for being named one of Women's E-News "21 Leaders of the 21st Century"! She
will be going to New York City in May to receive this well-deserved honor.

Being blind did not hamper her from becoming an international human rights lawyer and the founder
and president of Women Enabled International. She is being recognized for her leadership in making
policy makers and governments around the world become aware of their responsibility to respect,
protect and fulfill human rights laws for women and girls, especially those with disabilities.

8 We thank you for your work and are very proud of your recognition, Ortoleva-san. Omedeto gozai-

masu!

Photo courtesy of Mr. Frank Della-Penna -5-
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People who were Born in the Year of the Monkey
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Congratulations to those who were born in the year of the Monkey. Best wishes for the beginning of the new cycle. To carry on an Okinawan tra-
dition, Okinawa Kai celebrated Tusubi- for 7 members at 73 birth- years (1944) and two members at 85 birth-years (1932). We gave special gifts
to the people below.

73 years old (Chinese count, Kazoedoshi)
1.Yoneko Bysura (VA) 2. Hiroko Mackay (VA) 3. Takako Whitwood (VA) 4. Glenn Reahm (PA) 5. Alex Nakahodo (PA) 6. Keiko Mongan (VA)
7. George Pratt (VA)

85 years old (Chinese count, Kazoedoshi)

1. Sueko Oldfield (MD) 2.Bob Finch (VA)

RSN D DZRZEM ) Graduation Gift from Okinawa Kai
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Congratulations, graduates. In Okinawa we have a custom of giving graduation gift to a graduate. Following this tradition, we have a program to
recognize achievements of the students in our Okinawa Kai. Please note that this is only for members who have been with Okinawa Kai for at
least 2 years. If you earned a high school diploma in 2016 or an undergraduate degree in 2015 - 2016, please send the following information to
Rumiko Edwards’s Email (okinawakai@okinawakai.org) by May 31.

1. Name 2. Name of Parent or Guardian 3. School 4. Degree (College) 5. Yr. of Graduation 6. Address 7. Phone #

Rumiko Edwards Email : okinawakai@okinawakai.org

# B *4 Education Fund
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1. F3LE¥ % 4 (Academic Award) 2. AL SEGh % 4 (Cultural Award)
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Since its inception, nine members have been awarded the Academic Award and two students for Cultural Award. If you or your child has tak-
en a class or training in karate, Okinawan dance, Okinawan music, Japanese language school, or other classes related to Okinawan culture,
please apply. If qualified, applicants may receive $50 for the Cultural Award and $500 to $1500 for the Academic Award. If you are interest-
ed in the award, please contact Lisa Simmons: (okinawakai@okinawakai.org) or visit www.okinawakai.org. Members are encouraged to take
advantage of this program. The spring deadline is April 30th, and the fall deadline is September 30.

-6-
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In autumn, we will have a big picnic. Please mark your calendar.

HIEF:20164°9 H17 H (LHEH) 11K~41K / September 17 (Saturday) 11:00 am - 4:00 pm
55T« Bull Run Regional Park at 7700 Bull Run Drive Centreville, VA 20121
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The 6™ Worldwide Uchinanchu Festival will be held this year. Below are the dates and the venues for the festival.

Let us visit Okinawa together.

Pre-event program: October 26 (Wed), 2016 Opening Ceremony: October 27 (Thu), 2016

Festival program: October 27 (Thu) - 30 (Sun), 2016 Closing Ceremony: October 30 (Sun), 2016

Venue for opening and closing ceremonies: Okinawa Cellular Stadium Naha

(Tentative venues for the program): Okinawa Comprehensive Athletic Park, JichiKaikan, Okinawa Prefectural Budoukan, Okinawa Convention

Center

The link of the 6th Worldwide Uchinanchu Festival is: http://wuf2016.com/en/
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The Uchinanchu Taikai Caravan lead by Governor of Okinawa Mr.Onaga is coming to Washington D.C.!!

DATE & TIME—May 15th Sunday 11lam-1pm (Presentation-Free), 1pm-2pm (Luncheon-$18/person)
PLACE—Holiday Inn Express Springfield (6401 Brandon Ave. Springfield, VA 22150)
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The presentation is free to attend. However, if you would like to attend luncheon, please contact Akiko Clifford, okinawakai@okinawakai.org. The

registration deadline is Tuesday May 10th.
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It is with sadness that we announce the passing of one of our longtime member, Mrs. Kinue Butts of Newport News, Virginia. Kinue-san passed

away on March 22. She was from Ginowan City. She leaves behind her husband, Mr. Danny Butts, two sons, and seven grandchildren.
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Deigo Shinpo is the newsletter of the Okinawa Kai of Washington D.C.
S¥AEAT (Address of Newsletter) : 7689 Middle Valley Dr, Springfield, VA 22153
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Staff: Itsuko Asato, Akiko Clifford, Nanako Hoch, Tomoko Miles, Dennis Asato, Tamiko Suzuki, Eiko Fjeld, Ken Knight
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