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My name is Itsuko Asato. | was born in Haneji ( Nago).My husband and | are serving as an officer together. Two of us will work h
in hand to support Okinawa Kai activities for comfortable and fun place to go for our members.
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After 2 years of my absence as an officer, | fully recharged myself and have returned as vice president of Okinawakai for this yed
I will do my best to support Itsuko Asato-san who is president and also the rest of the officers. Yoroshiku onegai shimasu!

H—LEE : & & & 7 LA »(Blaine Asato)
Hai sai everyone. 1’m Blaine Asato and I’m happy to serve as the Bunkabucho. 1 look forward to working with you to help share
the wonderful Okinawan culture.
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Hi, I'm Yoshie Ganaha Stokes from Naha. | live with my husband and 2 children (7 & 3) . |am very excited to join

Okinawa kai ! Let's have a fantastic year!
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My name is Atsuko Russell and I'm from Urashoe-city. | feel so blessed to be a part of Okinawa Kai family. I'm looking forward
to meeting you all in the future events.
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My name is Rumiko Edwards. | am from Ginowan city. | am grateful to be
supporting Okinawa Kai as 2nd treasure for a second term. | am looking
forward to meeting new friends through Okinawa Kai and getting know you all.
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Hello my name is Setsuko Plude. This year, | will be serving as First Secretary. Yoroshiku onegaishimasu.
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Hello my name is Don Plude. Setsuko and | have been Okinawa Kai members for a number of years. I'll be assisting Setsuko as Second
Secretary. We will do our best.
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[ Greeting from President ]

Haitali,

I hope you are enjoying the beautiful colors of autumn. I was re—elected as the President and I
feel very humble to serve the Okinawa Kai members. I appreciate your continued support.

As we enter the new Okinawa Kai year I cannot help but look back at this past year’ s many
activities. The new executive board started in November of last year and soon started to plan the
events of the Okinawa Kai, each with its own purpose and target audience.

The New Year Party was a catered event at a Fort Myer club. For the first time we did not have
any stage performances. The participants enjoyed not having to cook food and being able to
socialize with friends and guests. We received very favorable feedback.

Our Shin Shun Kai (Spring Party) showcased the Okinawan culture through the many wonderful
performances. The recent Autumn Picnic was a little wet with rain but we still had a great time
with many games for the children (and adults).

This year there were so many other Okinawan-related events in the local area. 1 watched the
performance of the Ryukyuans (Okinawan music group) at the Freer Gallery, our Okinawa Kai members
performances at the street festival of the National Cherry Blossom Festival, Rimi Natsukawa’ s
performance at the Kennedy Center and opening ceremony of the Cherry Blossom Festival, and the
Okinawan Performing Art show sponsored by the Okinawa Prefectural Government at the Kennedy
Center. I can’t remember any time in my life of seeing so many Okinawan performances.

I was thrilled when friends from the Ohio Kenjin Kai came to DC to watch the Okinawan Performing
Art show together with us! They were so nice, they even brought us some goya (bitter melon),
nabera (sponge cucumber), and andagi (Okinawan donuts). I was touched with their warm hearts and
I will treasure our friendship forever. 1 met them when I attended their anniversary event
several years ago and we became friends very quickly. It must run in Okinawan people, when we
meet someone, we accept them as friends very fast.

My friends from other prefectures in Japan are amazed with the warmth and friendliness of the
Okinawan people. I believe it is the “ichariba chode” spirit (once we have met, we are like
brothers and sisters). It is my favorite phrase indeed! The ”ichariba—chode” sprit must be
strong in the Okinawa Kai. Currently, we have over 400 members and growing!

Let us build our Okinawa Kai as comfortable and fun place for the members and friends. I look
forward to seeing you at this year s events.

Itsuko Asato



2014 F-FE Fkov s =v 7

Fall Picnic
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We had annual autumn picnic on Sep. 13 (Saturday). Even though it was not the beautiful fall fine weather that is usual, because it was raining a little bit, the
weather did not seem to affect on how much we enjoyed eating lots of yummy food, playing the various fun games and dancing. Since we played the games and
danced under the shelter, the participants and audience were closer to each other than usual, which brought more laughing and cheering. We also played some
games and a tug of war on the field after the rain completely stopped. Wow, people appeared to pull the rope much harder than ever- and so we were worried if
anybody would have gotten some back pains next day. We thank the people who came at around 9:00 am to set up in the middle of raining, those who grilled
meats, those who got ready for the games and those who helped to make our picnic successful. Enjoy the pictures Blaine san took. Thank you Blaine san.









[ HREZ BEL - Okinawan Performing Arts ]
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“Okinawan Performing Arts” was held in the Terrace Theater at the Kennedy Center on September 6, 2014.
The theater with capacity of 500 was completely filled. It was said that about 300 people were turned
away. The first program was “UduiKuwadisa(Yotsudake).” When the curtain was raised, we saw the
dancers with hanagasa (flower hats) in a circle in front of the majestic main Shuri Castle. The dance started
as if the illuminated flowers had gracefully blossomed . Other dances included the elegant “Kasekake,”
youthful “Nubuikuduchi,” “Hatomabushi” with lively steps, and the cheerful “Kurushima Kuduchi.” These
represent Okinawan dance categories: classic woman’s as well as young man’s dance, zo-odori (not classic),
and village dance. The colorful Bingata costumes and accompanying sansen and flute music and the
singer’s beautiful voices were all impressive. The Uechi-School Karate’s demonstrations of the basic Kata
(forms) showed how disciplined the practitioners were. The audiences felt pain when punched, hit, and
kicked, and cheered when the routine was successfully executed. The performance by members of
REQUIOS Creative Eisa was a beautiful fusion of modern and traditional, and their drum beat seemed to
symbolize the heart-beat of the islands of Okinawa. Giant lion dance charmed the audiences.



When the program ended there was enthusiastic standing ovation. Comments heard were, “Shortest one
hour program,” or “Professional performance.” It is said that one American was so impressed by the
performance that he started studying the culture and history of Okinawa.

We applaud for the graceful, dignified, refined, serene, powerful and rhythmical performances. The
performance brought forward the real Okinawan Spirit. Uchinanchu living here were SO proud of our
cultural heritage. Ippe Nefedebiru!!!!

Before the Kennedy Center performance, a reception was held on September 4th at the Japanese
Ambassador’s Residence for about 200 guests. The invited guests enjoyed Okinawan cuisine prepared by
two chefs from Okinawa and special Awamori mix-drinks prepared by a bartender who was also brought
from Okinawa. Added attractions were mini-performances by dancers, Eisa artists, and Karate
practitioners.

The Japanese Embassy Information Culture Center (JICC) designated the period between 9/2 and 9/12 as
“Okinawan Week,” and held special exhibitions and showed Okinawan movies to introduce Okinawan
culture. They sometimes combined the show time with “Awamori cocktail tasting” which was so popular
that many were waiting in line for seats available upon cancellation.

< This program was sponsored by the Okinawan Government with corporation of the Embassy of Japan.
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(New Year Party and Spring Festival Planning Meeting)
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Please join us for the Okinawa Kai Shin Nen Kai (New Year Party) and Shin Shun Kai
(Spring Festival) planning meeting. Okinawa Kai needs your ideas and support!

Date: November 15th, 2014. Saturday
Time: 1:30PM -3:30PM
Place: Lorton Community Library

Lorton Meeting Room
Address: 9250 Richmond Hwy
Lorton, VA 22079
Directions: http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/branches/lo/direct.htm



http://okinawakai.us9.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=5f1331ad8a00581c3310ab2ef&id=9255fd5c90&e=b2f557cdb2
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Niseta Tour 2014 in Buenos Aires, Argentina_(3) by Nestor Folta

34 teenagers from Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Peru, and the United States
gathered in Buenos Aires, Argentina, for an eight day enlightening
experience about Okinawan culture. | was one of three others selected to
represent the United States in the Niseta Tour 2014. We began the Tour
as complete strangers, trying to get to know each other on the first day
and playing games to create what would become a bond for life. The
language barrier made the conversations | had with the other participants
result in flailing arms and full body motions to try to convey what | was
trying to say. Nevertheless, we were able to completely understand each
other and slowly became one big family.

Throughout the Tour, we participated in a variety of workshops such as dancing, singing, history,
and a city tour as well. We learned to dance Eisa to Mirukumunari and performed it at the
closing ceremony together. My heart raced when we performed on stage all together but | didn’t
feel nervous because my new friends assured me that we would perform it perfectly. 1’ve always
wanted to learn to play the sanshin as well so getting the opportunity to play and sing the
Okinawan classic “Shimanchu Nu Takara” with everybody gave me goosebumps! The feeling
of all our synchronized sanshin playing and singing was almost like a dream. Other workshops
that were Okinawan related were Uchinaguchi and Odori (Ryukyu Buyo). We all shared laughs
as we tried to learn traditional Argentinian folklore dancing and tango. My partner for tango,
Gisela Nagamine of Argentina, became my best friend because we would always joke about how
| stepped on her feet and other inside jokes. She also taught me some Spanish in exchange for
Japanese which helped out a lot. During the city tour, there was a torrential downpour and we
were completely drenched within minutes of the rain. This didn’t stop us from visiting the
colorful buildings of La Boca and the magnificent architectural bridge, Puente de La Muljer.

Studying the history of Okinawa and the migration to South America was covered as well. After
we studied about Okinawan and the history of the migration, we were taught to sing “Toki Wo
Koe,” a recently released song that helped us understand the reality of World War Il and its
effect on Okinawa.

The Niseta Tour was a wonderful experience that | am thankful to have participated in. | learned
so much about Okinawa and what it means to be an Uchinanchu. The Niseta is a great program
and I wish they had a similar program in North America. Someday, | plan on returning to
Argentina and seeing my friends, or should | say family, and reminisce about the priceless and
memorable experience that we all had from 3 to 11" in January.
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Okinawa Kai of Washington D.C. Okinawan/Japanese Cultural

Sensei List
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Here is a list of teachers/group leaders related to Okinawan/Japanese culture. We are happy to see
so many names on the list and we are proud to announce the names in our newsletter, October
issue. If anyone is interested in learning more about Okinawan/Japanese culture, it will be all right to
contact them.

Category | Sensei/ Name of Location/Area Contact Information/
Group | Style/ Group Website
Leader
Karl Traditional
Karate . :
. Kazuo Karate Isshin Stafford, VA kyoshikazu@aol.com
(ZF)
Hovey Ryu
Karate Nestor Traditional . Chantilly, Oakton, Falls Church masterfolta@gmail.com
. Karate Uechi . Tel: 703-628-4006
(ZEF) Folta and Springfield, VA : ;
Ryu www.geniuspoints.com
Traditional
Karate . . . N .
. Jim Miller | Karate Isshin Burke, VA nova.isshinryu@gmail.com
(2F) .
yu
Ryukyu Kazuko ﬁzasz jramklov@gmail.com
D i .
ance Chibana |\ icen Wa No Columbus, OH Tel: 614-882-8813
(Bi%) Volkmar i
Ryukyu Momoe Tam;gESUkU
Dance yu, Centreville, VA momo.okinawa@gmail.com
(Big®) Onno Shosetsu
Michikono Kai
Ryukyu
D\a,mcz Toshie Tam;sﬁsuku Virginia toshieuezu@yahoo.com
(Big®) Cerveny Keishou Kai Tel: 910-388-7719
. Ryukyu
Koto pl
o0 Py Kmuk.o Sokyoku Virginia Beach, VA kinukofuku@yahoo.co.jp
() Fukumine .
Hozon Kai
Ryukyu .
Koto play Helen . tuigwaachan@yahoo.com
() Yamada Sokyoku Fairfax, VA www.tuigwaachan.com

Hozon Kai




Category | Sensei/ Name of Location/Area Contact Information/
Group | Style/ Group Website
Leader
Sanshin .
A Dennis .
music Asato Nomura Ryu Potomac, MD diasato@yahoo.com
(=% 301-469-7579
Sanshin . .
music C.hl.eko Ryukyu Mmyg Woodbridge, VA chiekowilliams01@yahoo.com
_ Williams Dento Kyokai
(HE=#)
Sanshin Kinuko Okinawa Uta
music . . Virginia Beach, VA kinukofuku@yahoo.co.jp
— Fukumine Sanshin
(=%
Japanese . . .
Language Aklra. Un.|ver5|ty of Richmond, VA asuzuki@richmond.edu
It Suzuki Richmond
(A
Japanese .
Language TOk.IkO George M'ason Fairfax, VA tokikotritt@gmail.com
st Tritt University
(A
Japanese . '
Language Nanako Samt.Jose.ph > Philadelphia, PA lknb1ll1@aol.com
- Hoch University
(BHAFE
Japanese Kinuko
Calligraphy . Nihon Shuuji Virginia Beach, VA kinukofuku@yahoo.co.jp
e Fukumine
(FE)

Japanese . . s .
Calligraphy Satgml l\'l.lhon Rockville, Silver Spring, MD satomlchl.na@hotr'r.\all.'com
i China Shuuji/Shodou www.nihon-shuji.or.jp

(FE)
Karate Yeisa-
Martial arts
dance Teiko Busenkai New York/New 856-371-1732
(ZBFxA Tursi Jersey/Washington,D.C./Virginia
Y—HR OB
)
Yeisa- Dance Michie Yeisa- .
(=1 ¥—) Beckford Doukoukai Woodbridge, VA 540-630-1612
Chfldrenls Warabincha
Yeisa-Dance Momoe . . . . .
(T-HtDT onno (Okinawa Kai Centreville, VA momo.okinawa@gmail.com
£ %) kid’s group)
#B 24 (Education Fund)

MBI TEROESEE A L =2 LEY, (Okinawa Kai offer two award programs.)

1. IR HE & (Academic Award)
2. {kiREHE 4 (Cultural Award)

3. ZNETIT, 9ADRA U N TRER2RE T, SULERIESIZ 2 A, SYLBEIE LT
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Nine members have been awarded the Academic Award, and two students for
Cultural Award. If you or your child have/has started a class/training (Karate,
Dance, Music, Japanese language school, or other classes related to Okinawan
culture), please apply. If qualified, the applicant will receive $50.00 of award.

If you are interested in the award, please contact Lisa Simmons at
lisasimmons@gmail.com or link to the above Okinawakai Website.
Members are encouraged to take advantage of this program. More detailed
information is available at www.okinawakai.org :

( . )
RX2N—==2—2X (Member’s News)
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3 Rookie Award

\. J

3ADAD2 AT b2 D CHIBRDA )\ —THBINLUILHSA LEBAEEFSATI . HHTED

TENET . UUTIEHHES 1 ARADEEEDIRETT .

2 0 1 4FERBY 1 ARIGHRERHEE R [SHiDES] FAEIC,
REKNBHREF R/ \DEDY U F - 77 RETEEICAE I 204 —H—
LA (64) =/)\DAM. NLUILHZA (45) =X/{—=Z2770,
EASEETSA (58) =EA=mERLEVZINEEOE=BEGH5,
BENSBER—AS TREN T AUDADILASTAR [FEEDITBN
SEET(FHRRENRN TV, 3ADFEEE=MRMOHERE LR \

(FEDHRZRETE, [MECERMDRECEERFEN . FEBEE(CEEZHR NS, HHBDZEE X
{EDHBZEILITTVWETZV] LfeEaZE Tz, ILHSANSHFEONTHENSEZIRDEATE AL [HlH
WRIIEZXED . ZREBORHIN G DIERZEUHTV] EABZED, /\DAMNDIA —H—AK
(DU SEHARFIORRSN 1 6 F(CHDDT. HEZ<SARRTZV] CHREZEDT.

Individuals who recently received the Rookie Award of the "Koto Category" of the 2014
Okinawa Times Traditional Arts Screening Commission were, from right to left, Katsue Walker
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(64) from Hawaii, who has been studying and practicing with Salina Ado Shihan (master) of
Salina-Addo's Ryukyu Koto Preservation Society (Hawaii branch), and Helen Yamada (45) and
Kinuko Fukumine (58) both from Virginia.

Ms. Helen Yamada, whose mother is Okinawan and father is American, said "Since | was a
child, Okinawan folk songs were always flowing at home." My three children have also been
practicing sanshin and Okinawan dance. | am blessed to have had good teachers and peers.
While teaching koto to the children, I also want to share the culture and arts of Okinawa. Ms.
Kinuko Fukumine, who started practicing koto last year, was influenced by Helen, and said the
joy of winning "has made her realize she is far away from the depth of koto, but will practice
diligently to achieve the depth of the koto." Ms. Katsue Walker said "Salina Koto Institute will
have a recital in 2016, so | am very eager to practice numerous pieces of the koto".
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The below is the information on Eisa Club’ s practice. Anyone who is above middle school, man and
woman, anyone who has experience of dancing eisa and anyone who is new to eisa are welcome to
join us. Dancing eisa makes you happy. Contact Michie Beckford at michie.beckford@gmail.com if you
have any questions. See you on November 2.
Place: Chinn Park Regional Library: Chinn Park Community Room

13065 Chinn Park Dr. Woodbridge, VA 22192
Date: Sunday, November 02, 2014
Time: 2:00 PM to 4:00 PM
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A longtime member of the Okinawa Kai, Mr. Kaoru Shimabukuro, passed away on the 3rd of
September. He was active in the early years of Okinawa Kai. Our thoughts and prayers are with
the Shimabukuro Family.

[TCWIHH 1TV > R D.CIHEOSETT, (Deigo Shinpo is the newsletter of the Okinawa Kai of Washington
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WEAZ Y7 : M)y FRET. 79 bT Editors: Tokiko Tritt & Itsuko Asato



	2014-１０役員
	１４－１０会長挨拶
	Final 14 でいご　ピクニック　pp.5 (1)
	Final 14－10　芸能公演 +残りの記事 (2) (2) (1)
	Nine members have been awarded the Academic Award, and two students for Cultural Award. If you or your child have/has started a class/training (Karate, Dance, Music, Japanese language school, or other classes related to Okinawan culture), please apply...
	If you are interested in the award, please contact Lisa Simmons at lisasimmons@gmail.com   or link to the above Okinawakai Website. Members are encouraged to take advantage of this program.  More detailed information is available at www.okinawakai.org :




