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Haitali,

I hope you all enjoyed our Spring Festival, “Shin Shun Kai” on April 18th. Itis
hard to believe that we just had the Shin Shun Kai. 1 feel as though months have
passed since then.

There were a lot of things going on leading up to this event. We started planning

for the Shin Shun Kai last November by setting up an event committee. At the

same time, we were planning for the New Year’s Party, “Shin Nen Kai” that was

fast approaching. During the five months of preparation, we managed to hold

two successful events, thanks to the great committee members. They were so

supportive and willing to work together as a team. A day before the Shin Shun Kai, we set up the
stage, tables, and audio, and we all were hoping that tomorrow would be a nice and sunny day, just like
the weather forecast said it was going to be.

Sure enough, on the day of the Shin Shun Kai, the weather was perfect! The event hall was decorated
with cute sheep centerpieces on the tables. People brought in a wonderful assortment of delicious food.
We all watched and enjoyed the gracious dances and energetic performance. The Drama Director from
Glasgow Middle School joined us to support the event, managing the lighting on the stage. Also, the
children booth and fund raising booth were filled with people. This Shin Shun Kai couldn’t be this
successful without all of their supports. | received comments from people who came for the first time
and people who | haven’t seen for a while state that they felt like they were in Okinawa. That made me
very happy. | would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who was on the event committee,
performers and all the volunteers. | am confident that we will have a great Shin Shun Kai again next
year with great people.

Our next event will be the Fall Picnic. We will have a lot of games and activities at the event which
will be held at a big park. We are looking forward to seeing you, your family and friends at the picnic.

Itsuko Asato
President

KOs =27 (AUTUMN PICNIC)
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In autumn, we will have a big picnic. It is time again to have fun together, eating yummy food and
playing games under the beautiful autumn sky. Do not miss it!

HEF: 2015429 A 12 H (+MEH) 11 Bf~ 4 FF / September 12 (Saturday) 11:00 pm — 4:00 pm
%Pt - Bull Run Regional Park at 7700 Bull Run Drive Centreville, VA 20121

WHO [TV IS LR E BRI LET,
More information will be in the next newsletter.
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Under a gorgeous spring weather, Washington, DC
Okinawa Kai Shin Shun Kai (SSK) was held at a middle
school, located in Alexandria, Virginia on 4/18/2015. The
Master of Ceremony was our familiar emcee, Che Russell
who was assisted by Naomi and Nester Koichi Folta.
About 300 members and friends came to the event,
enjoyed potluck food brought by them, and had a
wonderful time socializing.

The event commenced with a lively classical dance,
Wakashu Kuti Bushi; followed by the president’s
welcome greetings. The President Asato thanked the SSK
planning committee members, performers, and volunteers
for their hard work. Then she introduced special guests;
Mr. Hideo Henzan, Director General, Executive Office of
the Governor, and Mr. Eigo Yamazato, Associate
Director, Executive Office of the Governor who have
been dispatched here by the Prefecture Government; and
Mr. Mikio Shimoji, the House of Representatives of
Japan. Ms. Sakae Toiyama, Correspondent of the Ryukyu
Shimpo was also in attendance.

Then the stage production was rolled out on the stage:
Okinawan classic songs; “Chimujurasa” and “Hana
nu Kajimaya” in Yakata Kimono performed by children
who charmed the audience. Ryukyu dances included

elegant “Yotsudake” and “Higasa Odori” ; valiant at
the same time graceful “Shiki Kuduch” and “Minato
Kuri Bush;” lively and rhythmical “Kurushima

Kuduchi;” humorous Sanshin solo; guitar duet in J-POP
genre by two brothers. The last program before the
intermission was daughter-mother violin and keyboard
music accompanied by drum beats. One of the pieces
played was soothing lullaby, “Warabigami.”

Based on this year’ s zodiac sign, “the Year of the
Sheep,” children showed off their drawings of the
sheep/lamb on the stage and greeted us by saying,

“Baa.” Part Il of the stage performance was opened
with experienced Washington, DC Okinawa Sanshin
musicians. They played three pieces one of which was

“Watarizo Tachi Utushi.” Their performance reflected
their practice over many years. Karate demonstrations
included pot lifting, kata, grappling hold, and karate eisa
and modern dance incorporating karate.

The last was Eisa performance by Okinawa Eisa Club
accompanied with music, “Shimanhcu nu Takara” and
drums. The finale was “Kachashii” by the performers

and audience that closed the 2015 SSK with very happy
notes.



Thanks to all those who contributed to the great photographs:
Akiko Clifford, Lisa Simmons, Jonathan Russell, Mika & Glen Mingee, Megumi Centofante, Tomomi Chang, Nanako Hoch, Jay Schwarzman, Denver Miles
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On March 21 and 22, a Bingata workshop was held at
the Textile Museum at the George Washington
University. It was an official program of the cultural
introduction of the National Cherry Blossom Festival.
The day before the event, two members from the
Bingata Association from Okinawa as well as four
members from the Okinawa Prefectural Government
arrived in Washington, D.C.

The event site featured bingata kimono and visual aids
introducing the Okinawan culture. The workshop
section offered bingata making, photo session wearing
bingata kimono and origami making of bingata
kimono, where volunteers from the Okinawa Kai
assisted participants. “14 members offered to help
even before we sought volunteers. This shows their
pride of the Okinawan culture,” said Itsuko Asato, the
President of Okinawa Kai.

For the bingata-making workshop, participants made
placemats featuring cherry blossoms shading off the
hues of pink, purple and red. The organizers of the
event were pleasantly surprised, as the line kept
growing despite the wait time of 30 minutes or more.
“The role of bingata had been background support,
being viewed solely as the costume for dancers.
However, we were able to have a direct instruction on
how to color bingata and received such positive
responses from the participants,” said Yukiko Yafuso,
the President of the Bingata Association. She is
convinced that it is a promising precursor to the
“Bingata Exhibition” to be held in the fall of next year.
With over 700 people visiting the event, it was so well
attended that the dye ran out and the workshop was
ended in the middle.

After the event, a celebration dinner took place at the
residence of President Itsuko Asato. Volunteers
brought dishes, members of the Okinawan Prefectural
Government expressed their gratitude for the help from
Okinawa Kai, and together they celebrated the success.
At a later date, we received a thank you email from the
Public Relations and International Exchange Division
of the Okinawa Prefectural Government, accompanied
by a thank you letter from the Director of the Textile
Museum. Let us thank all of our volunteers.

Photograph taken by Tamiko Suzuki



20154

253

2015 Sakura Matsuri
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The cherry blossom trees waited patiently through the
long winter months to bloom just in time for the
Washington DC Sakura Matsuri (Cherry Blossom
Festival) -- the largest, one day event celebrating
Japanese culture in the US. On Saturday, April 11,
four stages along Pennsylvania Ave were filled with
elegant dancers in colorful kimono, powerful martial
arts schools and the exciting sounds of koto, Okinawa
sanshin, taiko, Tsugaru shamisen and J-Pop singers.

We were so proud to see the Okinawa Sanshin of
Washington (OSW) perform folk songs of Okinawa on
the "ANA Stage" just a few blocks from the White
House. The large crowd were tapping their feet,
clapping their hands and whistling to the cheerful
songs from rural Okinawa & Yaeyama
(AsadoyaYunta, Hanjo Bushi, and Hatuma Bushi) and
the popular fast-tempo songs Ashibina, Danju
Kariyushi, Hiyamikachi. Listening to these songs, our
thoughts drifted back to our beautiful Okinawa.

Squeezing our way through the crowd at the "Martial
Aurts Stage", we watched the NoVA Isshinryu Karate
Club (Kyoshi Jim Miller) display the disciplined
power of Okinawan karate. We held our breath
impressed by the demonstrations of Isshinryu kata
(form), kobudo (weapons), kumite (sparring) and
tameshiwari (breaking objects).

Later in the afternoon, we walked to the "Sakura
Stage" to watch a wonderful program of Okinawan
culture. Momo Onno-sensei dressed in beautiful
bingata kimono opened the program with the elegant
Kajadifu. Kyoko Dennard and Akiko Clifford
provided a special touch to the setting by
accompanying the dance as jikata (musician). The
cute Warabincha kids captured the hearts of the
audience with their charming dance, Hana nu
Kajimaya. Nestor Folta-sensei and his Uechi Ryu
students presented a creative show of power and
youthful fun in their karate performance. With the
crowd cheering, Michie Beckford and Kyoko Dennard
led the Okinawa Kai Eisaa Club in the exciting
program finale of traditional Okinawan eisaa.

Congratulations and thank you for sharing our
wonderful Okinawan culture with visitors from around
the world. Chibariyo!
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Photographs taken by Blaine Asato
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Finding myself through UJS

Uchina Junior Study tour was a great experience in my
life. I enjoyed all the activities and the time that spent
with the people all around the world with some similar
heritage. Unfortunately, the typhoon had a large
impact on our trip. Many of the activities were
cancelled and | felt like we weren't able to receive the
full experience. We spent most of our time doing other
activities in replacement or inside the lecture room to
learn and observe the information rather than
experience it. But, | learned a lot from the trip and
made me critically think about how the unity of the
world under one main similar heritage has made a
large impact on me. It started from the emigration
lecture talking about how the heritage spread across
the world. Then | enjoyed the history of Ryukyu
kingdom, igniting my interest in Okinawan culture.
Later in the program, the indigo dyeing and the visit to
Himeyuri Museum impacted me the most. These
programs were different because it was interactive.
Interactive activities leave a full experience and a
lasting impression. Through these programs | was able
to communicate my ideas and thoughts, This got me to
think about how | want to impact the world. Through
our project of Uchina Peace, | want to spread
Okinawan values to teach others how Okinawan
thought of peace can help better the world. To
accomplish this | need to make connections among
people and spread it through the bonds of people. With
this in mind what made UJS so very special was the
bonds that | made there with the people. It may have
been only a week together but it felt way more special
than that. Having connections with people of UJS



feels like having connections around the world and activities and allow the students to attract with other

that one day the world could be united. Through the UJS members, We learned the most thorough

unity of the world it could change for the better. experience and talking with our peers. Through this,
Therefore starting small in a little program can develop UJS can have a larger impact with stronger bonds and
to something larger. I think that UJS should focus a legacy of Okinawan culture.

more on the impactive activities such as interactive

#F £:4> (Education Fund)
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1. L% 4> (Academic Award)
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Nine members have been awarded the Academic Award, and two students for Cultural
Award. If you or your child have/has started a class/training (Karate, Dance, Music,
Japanese language school, or other classes related to Okinawan culture), please apply. If
qualified, the applicant will receive $50.00 of award. If you are interested in the award,
please visit www.okinawakai.org. Members are encouraged to take advantage of this
program.

RS D DZEEM (Graduation Gift from Okinawa Kai)
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Congratulations, graduates. In Okinawa we have a custom of giving graduation gift to a graduate. Following this
tradition, we have a program to recognize achievements of the students in our Okinawa Kai. Please note that this is
only for members who have been with Okinawa Kai for at least 2 years. If you earned a high school diploma or an
undergraduate degree in 2014 or 2015, please contact Rumiko Edwards with the following information by May 31.

1. Name 2. Name of Parent or Guardian 3. School 4. Degree (College) 5. Yr. of Graduation 6. Address 7. Phone #
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People who were Born in the Year of the Sheep
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Congratulations to those who were born in the year of the Sheep. Best wishes for the beginning of the new cycle. To carry
on an Okinawan tradition, Okinawa Kai celebrated Tusubi-for 5 members at 73 birth- years( 1943 ) and two members at 85
birth-years( 1931), and one member at 88 birth-year(1928). We gave special gifts to the people below.
73 years old ( Chinese count): 1. Kazue Cook (Sutherland, VA)  2.Sachiko Hartsel (Glen Allen, VA)
3. Nobuko Stonebraker (Silver Spring, MD) 4.Hatsuko Wilson (Warrenton, VA) 5.Teiko Tursi (Voorhees, NJ)
85 years old (Chinese count): 1.Yoshiko Crandell ( Utah) 2.Setsuko Diaz(Woodbridge, VA)
88 years old (Chinese count): Tomiko Ball (Darlington, DC)
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Do you know this lady with a happy smile? She is Mrs. Miyoko Shima. She is the wife
of late Mr. Shokan Shima, the founder of the Okinawa Kai of Washington, D.C. She is
holding her first great granddaughter, born on March 10" this year. Her name is Dabney
Liu Emmons. Their age difference is 100 years! Congratulations for your first great
grandchild, Mrs. Shima.

SR (Obituary)
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We received sad news that Mrs. Fumi Augustyn passed away on 4/13/15 in Tucson, Arizona. We are also told
that her husband, Bernard (Gus), died on 4/14/14. They moved to Arizona in 1998. May their soul rest in

peace.
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(Deigo Shinpo is the newsletter of the Okinawa Kai of Washington D.C. )
XHROMERT (Address of newsletter) : 12716 Heatherford PI. Fairfax, VA 22030
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Staff: Tokiko Tritt, Itsuko Asato, Tomoko Miles, Dennis Asato, Tamiko Suzuki, Eiko Fjeld, Nanako Hoch
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