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Dear Members,

This is the season you will hear the sounds of paranku-( eisa-) here and there on the Islands of
Okinawa. We hope all is well with you. We are very thankful for the time the members came
together and enjoyed the Shin Nen Kai (New Year party) and the Shin Shun kai (New Spring
party). We look forward to seeing you at the Fall Picnic in September.

We hope you will have a great summer.

Best wishes,

Executive Board Officers B E (MU v REET) BB RE(F R —1 )

1% Bunka Bucho (Tokiko Tritt) 2" Bunka Bucho (Ritsuko Kinsley)
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If you are interested in serving as a Board member, or would like to nominate (a) member(s) for (a)
position(s) for the upcoming year, please contact www.okinawakai.org by Aug 24, 2014. The member
term is for one year that begins at the Annual General Meeting in October to October the following
year. If you have questions about the officer positions, you can contact the current officers:

2 (President)- Itsuko Asato

B2 (Vice President)-Takashi Yoza

FEHC (Secretary)~Michie Beckford & Kumiko Yoza
7t (Treasurer) - Atsuko Russell & Rumiko Edwards

AL (Bunka Bucho) —Tokiko Tritt & Ritsuko Kinsley
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(Okinawa Kai Eisa Club)
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Eisa group who received lots of applause at this year’s Shin Shun Kai started as a club. We also

performed on May 3rd at the “Passport DC” event organized by the Japan Embassy. See the pictures on

the next page. (Looking cool) Our goal is performing not only at Shin Shun Kai but also at the “Sakura

Festival” next year. Let’s work hard and sweat together. Anyone, female or male above middle school are

welcome to join. Don’t miss this opportunity if you want to dance heart beating Okinawan Eisa!

Contact: www.okinawakai.org
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Okinawa Kai Eisa Club & Uechi Ryu Karate members at
“Passport DC”
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The Annual “Embassy Open House”
was held on May 3, and
Massachusetts Avenue ﬁgo called
Embassy Row) was packed with cars
and people. There was a long line of
eople waiting patiently in front of
apanese Embassy. Karate and Eisa
groups of Okinawa Kai were invited
to perform. The audience was
de 1%ht¢d to see the powerful
rhythmical tatko drumming and finger
whistling. It ended with Kachashi.
We would like to express a big “thank
ou” to the performers. It was a
eautiful day and it seemed as if drum
sounds were piercing through the
clear blue sky. The event took place
four days after the terrible rainstorms
that caused flooding and mudslide.
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In autumn, we will have a big picnic. It is time again to have fun together, eating yummy food and
playing games under the beautiful autumn sky. Do not miss it!

HIF : 2014 459 H13 H (+HREH) 11 Ff~4 W/September 13 (Saturday) 11:00 pm — 4:00 pm
% 7T Bull Run Regional Park at 7700 Bull Run Drive Centreville, VA 20121

Kov s =y 4@ I—7 47 (Autumn Picnic Planning Meeting)
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ONEREZFELAENVWETOT, ZIITSMF IV, Autumn Picnic Planning Meeting will be held on
August 9 (Sat.) . We need your fun ideas for games and activities. Please come to the meeting!

H Iif(Date & Time): August 9 (Sat.) 2014  1:30pm — 3:30 pm
%577 (Place) : Pohick Regional Library Room #1
6450 Sydenstricker Road,

Burke, VA 22015

B 24 (Education Fund)

MBRII TROEEE A L3 —ZH B = LE T, (Okinawa Kai offer two award programs.)

1. P25 45 (Academic Award)

2. 3k Jh ¥ 4(Cultural Award)
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Nine members have been awarded the Academic Award, and two students for
Cultural Award. If you or your child have/has started a class/training (Karate,
Dance, Music, Japanese language school, or other classes related to Okinawan
culture), please apply. If qualified, the applicant will receive $50.00 of award. If
you are interested in the award, please contact Lisa Simmons or visit the website,
www.okinawakai.org, for more information. Members are encouraged to take
advantage of this program.
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RS D OZEEM (Graduation Gift from Okinawa Kai)
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Congratulations, graduates. In Okinawa we have a custom of giving graduation gift to a graduate.
Following this tradition, we have a program to recognize achievements of the students in our Okinawa
Kai. The following seven graduates have received our gifts.

Mina Imbs James Madison University.
Roger Yamada Virginia Tech University.
Karen Hoch Shippensburg University.
Sakura Clifford Virginia Tech University.
Yui Clifford Mountain View High School
Nick Harding Amelia County High School
Natsumi Hewitt Howard High School

£ B D= =2 —A(Member’s News)
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Congratulations to Yui Clifford! Yui was accepted to the 2014 Uchina-Junior Study program sponsored by the
Okinawa Prefectural Government. Yui is the seventh student from the Okinawa Kai to participate in the program.

This year there are two participants from the United States. The other student is Ethan Jackson from the Atlanta
Kenjin Kai. The program will have 15 students from overseas countries and 16 local students from Okinawa.

The Uchina-Junior Study program is a two week program that includes a home stay with friends or relatives and also
lodging in a youth center for 6 nights and 7 days. The program is from the 27" of July until the 11% of August. The
participants will study history of Okinawa, Okinawan culture, and nature of Okinawa.

The Uchina-Junior Study program was started as a pre-event program for the 3rd Worldwide Uchinanchu Festival in
2001. It is the most popular program for overseas Uchinanchu-descendants and it has been offered every year since its
inception. As of this year there have been a total of 295 participants from overseas in the program. It is a well-
organized educational and leadership program for young students 13~18 years old.

MR (Obituary)
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Our deepest sympathy goes to Mrs. Yoshiko Crandell who lives in Newport News, Virginia. Her
husband, Mr. Ivan W. Crandell Jr, passed away on the 10" of May. Our thoughts and prayers are
with Yoshiko-san and her family.
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Niseta Tour 2014 in Buenos Aires. Argentina (2) by Naomi Folta

Leaving Argentina was one of the most difficult things to do. I became so
accustomed to the Argentinian culture, living with my loving host family,
and being around the irreplaceable participants and staff of Niseta 2014
every day. The participants and staff were from countries all over South
America: Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, and Peru. There were three
participants who represented the United States: Karen, Nestor Folta, and
myself. It was an honor to be selected to participate in the tour and
represent the United States in this South American event.

In the beginning, I did not know what to expect from Niseta. I had

already been a participant of Uchina Junior Study Tour, which was a study tour similar to Niseta
but held in Okinawa. I was also very nervous because I did not know any Spanish and I thought I
was going to have trouble communicating with everyone. However, | was wrong! Everybody
quickly became friends. We did so many activities that created unbreakable bonds between each
other. We had a huge water balloon fight; we learned how to dance the tango, danced eisa, sang
Okinawan music and learned to play the sanshin. We even had a big dance party where we danced
until early in the morning. It was so fun. All the activities we did were both Okinawan and
Argentinian. [ have never been exposed to the Argentinian culture so it was a very fun and
interesting experience for me. I was also exposed to the other South American countries through
all the participants. It was a big culture pool and everyone taught each other a little bit about what
they do in their culture.

In Niseta, we learned a lot about Okinawan history, Okinawa hogen, and the Okinawan culture in
everyone’s household. There was one activity where we learned about what happened when
Okinawa ojiichan and obaachans were in the war, and how far they have come after the war. In
that activity, we learned a song called “Toki wo Koe,” a touching song on the experiences of our
0jii and obaa in the WWII and how they kept a smile no matter what happened, loved their family
members, and how they taught the younger generations to cherish life because “life is a treasure.”
When everyone sang the song together and reflected over the song lyrics, it brought tears to my
eyes because it reminded me of how much our ojii and obaa love us and want the future
generations to have a better life. This was one of the most touching moments I had in Niseta, and I
felt more united with the Niseta group. Never did I think during the opening ceremony of Niseta,
that I would be not friends, but family with the Niseta participants. The staff did an amazing job
trying to unite us and help us learn the Okinawan and Argentinian culture. They wanted us to feel
what they felt when they participated in Niseta. The days of Niseta flew by so fast. I couldn’t
believe it when it was the day of the closing ceremony. I just remembered that I did not want to go
home to America and leave my new brothers and sisters. I was amazed at how strong the Uchina
culture is, to unite people from all over the world. It did not matter what language you spoke or
where you live, the Uchina culture has an unbelievably strong bond that unifies us all. I am proud
to be Okinawan and plan to bring back everything I learned to America. I want to help spread the
Uchina love/culture that I received in this tour to all the youth in Washington, DC Okinawa Kai. I
will never forget all the people who were a part of Niseta 2014 in Argentina.
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Some of you would still remember when our choodee (brothers and sisters) started to migrated to
Bolivia cultivate farms and establish Okinawan community in the post WW?2 Era. The systematic
migration initiated by the US Military Government and Ryukyu Government started back in
1954 and it continued till 1964.

It has been almost 60 years since the first group of 401 Okinawan arrived in the jungle of
Bolivia, and the total of 3298 Okinawans migrated in the 10 years period.

Okinawa Bolivia Association will be holding 60th Anniversary events along with their annual
Harvest Festival on August 16 and 17. If you are interested in attending the event or have any
questions, please contact Akko Cacaji.
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