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Mina-san,

Happy "Year of the Rooster"! March 25th was a beautiful sunny spring day for our Shinshunkai (Spring Festival). On the way to the festival,
| was excited to see many friends and families but | also thought back to the past very busy six months. Last summer, we started preparing for
the 6™ Worldwide Uchinanchu Festival (WUF) in Okinawa. We were happy to see many of our members traveling to Okinawa in October to
attend this gathering of Uchinanchu from all over the world. Shortly after we returned from Okinawa, the “Bingata! Only in Okinawa” exhibit of
exquisite bingata kimono from Okinawa was held at the George Washington University Museum/Textile Museum (GWU/Textile Museum) in
Washington DC. After the Thanksgiving holiday, we started planning for our Shinnenkai as well as preparing to co-host “Family Day” to celebrate
the first ever Okinawan Lunar New Year at the GWU/Textile Museum in January. A few days after the "Family Day" event, the Okinawa Kai held a
welcome dinner for Governor Takeshi Onaga and members of the delegation from Okinawa. While all these activities was going on, we were also

busy planning our Shinshunkai. Thank all of you who worked so hard for the success of our Okinawa Kai activities.

It has been very a busy six months, but thanks to our Officers and volunteers, we had another successful Shinshunkai. With the beautiful
bingata maku (backdrop) on the stage, we watched many, many excellent presentations of dances, music, eisaa & karate. We appreciate the
performers sharing their pride in our Okinawan culture. Thank you also to everyone for bringing the delicious food. Ippe maasaibi-tan (very deli-
cious)! Isn't "potluck style" a great way to share different tasty dishes? Fundraising was successful at the festival as well. Celebrating Tushibi,
the Okinawan tradition to celebrate special birthyears, brought back touching memories of Okinawa. Shinshunkai was once again a warm and

Chimugukuru (heartwarming) day. Let’s continue to hold this Okinawa Kai festival for long time.

The past six months went by so fast. All these activities made me realized that our Okinawa Kai is a very active group. There are more ex-
citing events for this year. We ask for your continuing support. | will take a short break here and there and be ready for more. Please everyone

take care of yourself and enjoy the spring.

Itsuko Asato
President

t"y = > y OB 7=y 7 OHBBREEDE L, HL X —IZHZDITTIEIN,
LANIE L B2 0 2T O TBMEV DRV E 912, HLWEHTIL, A=Y =70

Frying Pan Farm Park (7 7 A4 /%y 77—k R—7) TT,

In autumn, we will have a big picnic. Please mark your calendar.

Autumn Picnic

The venue is different from Last year. We will hold a picnic at Frying Pan Farm Park.
AR 2 2017479 H 160 (LWER)  11FF~ 4 1K

Date: September 16 (Saturday), 2017 11:00am- 4:00pm

Place(3FT) : Frying Pan Farm Park at 2739 West Ox Road, Herndon, Virginia 20171
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Shin Shun Kai (Spring Festival)
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It was a nice warm spring-like Saturday, March 25th when we held our Shinshunkai 2017 at the Glasgow School in Alexandria, VA. It
was a great success, thanks to Okinawa Kai Officers and all the volunteers who helped in the preparation of this festival. MCs Lisa Ball and
Naomi Folta introduced Shihan Momo Onno of Tamagusuku Ryu Shosetsu Michiko no Kai to open the program with the traditional dance
Kajidifu. Later in the program, she performed the lively dance Kanayo. After greetings by President Itsuko Asato, the kutu (13 string zither)
group Ryukyu Sokyoku Hozon Kai-Sarina Sokyoku Kenkyusho played Nakama Bushi and Aha Bushi. The group included Helen Yamada, Kinuko
Fukumine, Rieko Sorrentino and Helen K. Yamada on kutu, Roger Yamada on sanshin and Gary Williams on taiko. Their songs continued to
brighten the festival celebrating the "new spring". Then, charming us with their adorable smiles, our favorite children group Warabincha
danced Chimujurasa and Hana nu Kajimaya. We were impressed with the dynamic
demonstration of Uechi Ryu Karate-do techniques by Nestor Folta-sensei and his students,
and delighted by their energetic drum dance. President Itsuko Asato and Vice-President
Atsuko Russell presented Tushibi gifts to honor members on their special 73rd and 85th
birthyears. Mina-san, Omedeto gozaimasu! This year is the "Year of the Rooster", so chil-

dren went up on the stage to show their drawings of roosters.




The Okinawa Sanshin of Washington presented a mastery performance of uta-sanshin songs. Helen K. Yamada, 9 years old, must have been
especially happy to have her mother Helen Yamada and brother Roger perform sanshin with the accompanying jikata (musicians) as she
danced Shiki Kuduchi. We loved the heartfelt expression of Kyoko Asato as she sang the beautiful Yaeyama song Tsuku nu Kaisha. Nestor
Folta-sensei and Tom Persil singing of their Okinawa-flavored arrangements of "Country Road" and "Bye-Bye Love" brought back youthful
memories. The audience became respectfully quiet as Jim Miller-sensei and students of the Northern Virginia Isshinryu Karate-do demon-
strated the precision and power of Isshinryu karate. The final performance was eisaa by Okinawa Kai Eisaa Club, who had been practicing

diligently for this festival.

The roughly 350 people who attended the event enjoyed the performances, the delicious food and their reunion with friends and

families. We appreciate the generosity of all the senseis and performers for sharing the wonderful cultural arts of Okinawa with us at the

Shinshunkai 2017.
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Photo Courtesy of Ms. Akiko Cacaji, Ms. Lisa Simmons,
Ms. Itsuko Asato, Mr. Hisashi Oki and Ms. Helen
Yamada
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The following members celebrated Tushibi (Birth Year, Year of the Rooster), and received the gifts from the Okinawa Kai. The Okinawa Kai
members hope you have many healthy and prosperous years to come.

85 years old (Chinese count, kazoedoshi)

Kyoko McGough
Hideko Proffitt

73 Years old ( Chinese count, kazoedoshi)

Yoneko Sileo

Hisako Oller

Gary Williams

Masako Stoehrer

Kanako Leppert -4-

Photo Courtesy of Ms. Lisa Simmons



SHINSHUNKAI 2017 TEAM - THANK YOU!
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Thank you to the SSK2017 Planning Committee, team leads(**) and members who worked so hard to make our Shinshunkai 2017 such a happy
event. Ippe nifee debiru!

SSK2017 Planning Committee
Blaine Asato**, Dennis Asato, Itsuko Asato, Brad Ball, Lisa Ball, Takako Ball, Mariko Brumfield, Akiko Clifford, Mayumi Folta, Junko Ishihara, Jim
Miller, Atsuko Russell, Naoko Tollefson, Doug Whitwood, Takako Whitwood

Program
Mayumi Folta**

Dennis Asato (booklet)

MC

Lisa Ball

Naomi Folta
Sound Crew
Blaine Asato**
Chris Beckford
Stage Crew
Dennis Asato**
Brad Ball

Alice Newberry
Che Russell

Jay Schwarzmann
Performers Assts
Mayumi Folta**
Olivia Jones
Jonathan Russell
Facility

Dennis Asato**
Flyers/Web
Jonathan Russell

Lisa Simmons (Web)

Photographer
Akko Cacaji

Reception
Mariko Brumfield**

Takako Ball

Rumiko Edwards
Mieko Maeshiro
Atsuko Russell
Tushibi

Mariko Brumfield**
Itsuko Asato

Atsuko Russell
Kiddies' Korner & "Year of the Rooster" Drawings
McKenna Nartatez**
Emiko Easley

Miwa Yamazato
Bazaar Table
Tamiko Suzuki**
Moe Asato
Education Fund
Naoko Tollefson**
Remi Tritt

Tokiko Tritt

Raffle

Doug Whitwood**
Eiko Fjeld
Yoneko Sileo
Signs

Jim Miller

Blaine Asato

Food /Dessert Table
Satomi Hewitt (dessert)**
Yoneko Makishi (food)**
Asano Ahrens
Ayako Duran
Sonoe Engle
Michelle Hewitt
Junko Ishihara

Kana Ishii
Aya Miyagi
Sachiko Nicholson

Beverage Table
Larry Kelly**

Akko Cacaji

Kiyoko Taylor

Sarah Taylor

Shingo Yonaha

Room/Stage Setup & Decorations (Friday)
Blaine Asato (room)**

Dennis Asato (stage)**
Akiko Clifford (decor)**
Brad Ball

Takako Ball

Mayumi Folta

Junko Ishihara

Jim Miller

Momo Onno & Sophie
Tom Proctor

Michael Proctor
Atsuko Russell

Che Russell

Photo Courtesy of Ms. Akiko Cacaji and Ms. Lisa Simmons
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The Okinawa Kai offers two award programs for its members:

1. Academic Award 2. Cultural Award
Since its inception, twelve members have been awarded the Academic Award and four members the Cultural Award. The Academic Award is
for students attending college and the award amount ranges from $500-$1500.The Cultural Award is for Okinawan and Japanese related
activities. If you or your child has taken a class or training in karate, Okinawan dance, Okinawan music, Japanese language school, or other
classes related to Okinawan culture, please apply. If qualified, applicants may receive $50 for the Cultural Award. If you are interested in the
award, please contact Naoko Tollefson: okinawakai@okinawakai.org or visit www.okinawakai.org. Members are encouraged to take ad-

vantage of this program. The spring deadline is April 30th, and the fall deadline is September 30th.

PV  Graduation Gift
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Congratulations, graduates.

In Okinawa we have a custom of giving graduation gift to a graduate. Following this tradition, we have a program to recog-

nize achievements of the students in our Okinawa Kai. Please note that this is only for members who have been with Okinawa Kai for at
least 2 years. If you earned a high school diploma in 2017 or an undergraduate degree in 2016 - 2017, please send the following information
to Blaine Asato by May 31. Blaine Asato Email : okinawakai@okinawakai.org

. Name

. Name of Parent or Guardian
. School

. Degree (College)

Year of Graduation

. Address

. Phone number

. Email address
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. lslands of Protest—Japanese Literature from Okinawa |
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Photo Courtesy of Mr. Steve Rabson

. [Okinawa’s Gl Brides: Their Lives inAmerica
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Congratulations to Steve Rabson for the recent publication of two books for which he contributed as a principal editor and translator. The trans-
lation into English must have been quite difficult with the many dialects in the Uchina language family.

e Islands of Protest -- Japanese Literature from Okinawa. Principal editors Davinder Bhowmik and Steve Rabson. The collection of literary

pieces by contemporary Okinawan writers includes poetry, fiction, and drama. The selected works reflect the unspoken emotion and ten-
sion in the everyday lives of people burdened with wartime tragedies, continued oppression by world powers and discrimination.

e Okinawa's Gl Brides: Their Lives in America was written by Etsuko Takushi Crissey and translated by Steve Rabson. Released date for the

book is June/July 2017. A large number of Okinawan women marry American servicemen every year (e.g., 188 in 2009) and return with
them to live in the United States. The book focuses on their experiences as immigrants, wives, mothers, working women, and members of
a racial minority. The former Okinawa Times reporter interviewed Okinawan women who married and immigrated to the US between the
early 1950s through the mid-1990s.

Ippe nifee debiru (thank you very much), Rabson-san. Omedeto gozaimasu.
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On April 1, the Virginia Beach Sanshin Kai led by Kinuko Fukumine and the kutu group Ryukyu Sokyoku Hozon Kai - Sarina

Sokyoku Kenkyusho performed Okinawan music and dances at the Virginia Beach Cherry Blossom Festival. The Festival was
held at the Red Wing Park in Virginia Beach.
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Following the traditional opening dance Kajadifu, the sanshin
and kutu groups sang Udui Kwadisa Bushi and Hanjo Bushi. The second partof =
their program included two dances, Watarizo-Tachi Utushi and Tsuru-Kame Bu-
shi, by Helen Yamada and daughter Kimi and two folk songs Asadoya Yunta and
Tenyo Bushi. Gary Williams played taiko for the groups.
Ty
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The Virginia Beach Sanshin Kai that was formed 12 years ago with three mem-

bers has grown to 12 members. They practice once a month at homes of their

members and enjoy learning from each other.

-7- Photo Courtesy of Ms. Kinuko Fukumine
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Okinawan Lunar New Year Celebration at the Textile Museum/GWU
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The Textile Museum/George Washington University, in partnership with the Okinawa Prefectural Gov-
ernment, opened "Bingata! Only in Okinawa" on Nov 5, 2016. Just before the closing of the exhibition, on Jan

28 and 29, 2017, the Textile Museum hosted a Family Day to celebrate Okinawan Lunar New Year. Okinawa
Prefectural Government and the Okinawa Kai were co-sponsors of the program.

Members of our Okinawa Kai were busy the entire weekend helping with the bingata workshops, karuta
card game, fishing game and origami craft activities. The room was packed with visitors to see Ryukyuan perfor-
mances by our Okinawa Kai members. The beautiful bingata maku (backdrop), a gift to our Okinawa Kai from Kazu-
ko Zukeyama-sensei, presented an exquisite setting for the performing area.

Greeting the audience with"Haisai! li Sogwachi Debiru" (Hello! Happy New Year), MC Brad Ball gave a brief history of
Okinawa and its culture. The Okinawa Sanshin of Washington opened the program with a medley of uptempo minyo songs. Mo-
mo Onno-sensei of the Tamagusuku Ryu Shosetsu Michiko no Kai followed with a beautiful performance of Yuchidaki. With Lisa
Ball and Naomi Folta dressed in Ryukyuan kimono and Lisa Simmons in Japanese kimono and serving as interpreter, Onno-sensei gave an inter-
esting presentation of the differences in wearing Ryukyuan and Japanese kimono. Next, Jim Miller-sensei and students of the Northern Virginia
. Isshinryu Karate Dojo demonstrated the impressive power of Okinawan karate. The Lunar New Year program ended with the

joyful and ever popular Warabincha performing "Hana nu Kajimaya". In Sunday's program, Kyoko Asato performed uta-sanshin
Yaeyama songs “Akanma” and “Densa-bushi”.

_ The Textile Museum coordinators of the Lunar New Year Family Day celebration presented a book, “Colors of the Oa-
» | sis,” to the Okinawa Kai to express their appreciation for our support.
|

Photo Courtesy of Mr. Blaine Asato
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Dinner Reception for Governor Takeshi Onaga
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On January 31, 2017, we were honored that Governor Takeshi Onaga and his delegation made time in their busy schedule (not to mention

exhausting jetlag) to meet with us for dinner. No politics -- just an informal, relaxing evening to meet, eat and talk.

With an impossibly short notice of his arrival in Washington DC, our Okinawa Kai officers and members-- especially, Mayumi Folta, Junko
Ishihara, Itsuko Asato, Takako Ball, Lisa Ball, Atsuko Russell, Masuko Finch and Akiko Clifford-- did an incredible job scrambling to organize the re-

ception dinner at the Sea Pearl Restaurant in Falls Church, VA. Gokurosama, mina-san!

We were so proud to watch Momo Onno-sensei perform the delightful Kanayo. Kyoko Asato and Akiko Clifford uta-sanshin of Densa Bu-
shi and Shin Asadoya Yunta showed our great pride in Okinawan culture in Washington DC. Judging by the sound of laughter in the room, the 30

Okinawa Kai members and 20 member delegation from Okinawa really had a fun evening.
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Bingata Stage Backdrop Gift from Kazuko Zukeyama-sensei
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At the Shinshunkai, a beautiful bingata maku (backdrop) created an elegant stage setting for the performances. This maku is an authen-
tic, handcrafted stencil dyed bingata! It is a gift to our Okinawa Kai from Kazuko Zukeyama-sensei. Besides being a bin-
gata instructor, Zukeyama-sensei is a Tamagusuku Ryu dance teacher. The design was created to best complement Ryu-
kyuan dance kimono.

If you have ever made even a small bingata on fabric, you would know the incredible amount of time she devot-
ed to create this bingata maku for us. We sent a note of appreciation along with an orei (honorarium) to cover part of
her cost for the material. Ippe nifee debiru (thank you very much) Zukeyama-sensei!

Photo Courtesy of Ms. Kazuko Zukeyama
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Sakura Matsuri - Japanese Street Festival
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On April 8, the sounds of taiko, sanshin & J-Pop; the vibrant colors of kimono, banners & anime costumes; and the
smell of food sizzling on the charcoal grills drew a large crowd to the Capital Riverfront in Washington, DC for Sakura Matsuri 2017 -- the largest
one-day celebration of Japanese culture in the US.

We were especially proud to watch members of our Okinawa Kai share our culture with visitors from around the world.

e Y Shortly after noon at the Sakura Stage, MC Lisa Ball introduced Shihan Momo Onno, dressed in a beautiful bingata kimono, to open

the program with the elegant dance Kajadifu. Kyoko Asato performed uta-sanshin for the opening dance. As they clicked away with
their cameras, the audience sensed that this "Okinawan Cultural Arts Performance" would be a special experience.

With the adorable Warabincha dancing Hana nu Kajimaya, the crowd kept growing larger and larger. Nestor Folta-sensei
and his students impressed the audience with the discipline and power of Uechi Ryu karate. The students then delighted the audi-
ence with their artistic talent by performing eisaa and a joyful karate kata-inspired dance. In the finale, the high energy of Okinawa
Kai Eisaa Club performing Chunjun-Kudaka Manjushu, Kuicha and
Dynamic Ryukyu brought the crowd to their feet. What a wonder-
1 I‘ ful sight it was to see the audience dancing kachashi as this happy
| celebration of Okinawan culture came to a close.
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Later in the afternoon, we squeezed our way through the crowd at the Martial Arts Stage to watch the Northern Virginia Isshinryu Karate with
Jim Miller-sensei and students present Isshinryu karate-do. This is the 5th year that Miller-sensei and his school have performed at the Sakura
Matsuri. The audience sat in awe of the power and art of kihon (basic techniques), kata (defensive forms), kumite (partner sparring) and kobudo
(weapons). The audience enthusiastic applause gave encouragement to the karate students breaking board after board in the tameshiwari
(breaking) demonstration.

Congratulations! Thank you for sharing the culture of Okinawa at the Sakura Matsuri 2017. Omedeto gozaimasu! Ippe nifee debiru!

Photo Courtesy of Mr. Blaine Asato and Mr. Dennis Asato
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Deigo Shinpo is the newsletter of the Okinawa Kai of Washington D.C.
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ﬁ Staff: Itsuko Asato, Akiko Clifford, Nanako Hoch, Tomoko Miles, Dennis Asato, Tamiko Suzuki, Eiko Fjeld, Ken Knight, Takako Ball

n http://okinawakai.org/
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