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How are you all enjoying this beautiful season?

I’'m guessing that the loud buzz of Cicadas has already started in Okinawa. It gets annoying sometimes, but believe it or not, | miss
hearing that sound. Members often say at our events that they were happy to see friends after not seeing them for a long time, or

they made new friends. That is when | think how wonderful Okinawa Kai is to unite us Uchinanchu living far away from home.

Next year, Okinawa Kai will celebrate 35th anniversary at Shin Shun Kai. Let’s make it memorable one together. Take good care of

yourselves and see you all at the picnic! Have a safe and happy Summer!

Executive Board Members

Photo Courtesy of Mr. Blaine Asato & Ms. Junko Ishihara
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In September we will have our annual picnic. Please mark your calendars. The venue is different from last year. We will hold a

picnic at Frying Pan Farm Park, in Virginia. Parking is free. The picnic will be a potluck so please bring your favorite dish and extra
food if you invite a guest. There will be games for kids & adults to enjoy. Do not miss the delicious food, meeting new friends

and catch up on old friendships. See you there!

HIF : 2017479 16H (LMEH) Ail11RE~1% 4 I
Date: Saturday, September 16, 2017, 11:00am- 4:00pm
Place(3%FT) : Frying Pan Farm Park at 2739 West Ox Road, Herndon, Virginia 20171

20164FED Y = 7 OFEF. Photos from the 2016 Picnic, Courtesy of Blaine Asato
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Okinawa Kai will hold Picnic Planning Meeting. Please come and help plan fun picnic.
Date/Time: August 19, Saturday. 1:30PM-3:30PM.
Place: Lorton Library
Address: 9520 Richmond Hwy, Lorton VA 22079

*SSK Planning will be held at the same meeting.

@ OkinawaKaiDC
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Okinawa Kai Officer Election
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It's time to nominate members for the officer positions for the upcoming year. The officer position is for one year to begin at the
Annual General Meeting in October. If you would like to nominate someone, please contact Akiko Clifford (Election Committee lead-
er) at okinawakai@okinawakai.org by the 31st of August. If you have questions about the officer positions, please contact a current
officer.

President (& [%) Itsuko Asato

Vice president (Fll<> %) Atsuko Russell

Secretary (E5C) Brad & Takako Ball

Treasurer (£FF) Mariko Brumfield, Blaine Asato

Cultural Director (3CfL#EFE)  Mayumi Folta, Junko Ishihara
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October 30th is "World Uchinanchu Day"!
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Let's celebrate our pride in being Uchinanchu with chode (brothers & sisters) all over the world.

In 2016, the huge crowd gathered at the Onoyama Stadium for the 6th World-wide Uchinanchu Festival cheered at the announce-
ment that October 30th will be designated "World Uchinanchu Day"! This wonderful idea of setting aside one day, every year to cel-
ebrate our pride in being Uchinanchu was proposed by two third-generation Uchinanchu from Argentina and Peru.

Okinawan communities all over the world are busy planning different events to celebrate their pride in "being Uchinanchu". What
activities would you like to see our Okinawa Kai do to celebrate this special day? Please share your suggestions with our Bunkabucho
[Mayumi Folta okinawakai@okinawakai.org, Junko Ishihara okinawakai@okinawakai.org] or President [ltsuko Asato. oki-
nawakai@okinawakai.org]. Unigee sabira ("requesting a favor; please")
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2018 Shlnshun Kal / 35th Annlversary Celebratlon
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Photos from the 30th Anniversary at the 2013 Shinshun Kai,
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The Okinawa Kai of Washington DC was founded in 1983 and we will be celebrating our 35th Anni-
versary at the 2018 Shinshun Kai (SSK) in the spring. This is an exciting milestone and we would like
to make it a memorable event for everyone. The kick off planning meeting was held on the 15th of
July and the Okinawa Kai would like to ask all members to support this event.

In a past, there were a handful of members who took care of the behind the scenes planning and
setup year after year and always did an outstanding job. The Okinawa Kai is reaching to all members
to ask for volunteers. We desperately need volunteers to be a committee members to help plan the
SSK. We also need volunteers to help set up the night prior to the SSK and on the day of the SSK.

This is a great opportunity to help our organization and at the same time get to know a little more
about the details and planning that events like these require.

Our planning meetings will be regularly scheduled until next spring. We will discuss important
matters, such as the date, venue, program, invited guests, etc. Please come and help plan a memo-
rable celebration. The next planning meeting information is below.

Date/Time: August 19, Saturday. 1:30PM-3:30PM
Place: Lorton Library

Address: 9520 Richmond Hwy, Lorton, VA 22079
-4-
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2018 OKINAWA PREFECTURE INTERNATIONAL STUDENT PROGRAM
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Would you like to study in Okinawa for one year? The Okinawa International Exchange & Human Resources Development Foun-
dation has announced it is now accepting applications for its annual scholarship program. Study or training

will take place during the 12 months between April 2nd, 2018 and March 31st, 2019.

All applicants must meet the required criteria, and be of Okinawan descent.

The deadline for application is October 31, 2017 (Japan time).

Since the application (MS Word document) must be filed by the Okinawa Kai, applicants must notify the Okinawa Kai by Septem-
ber 24, 2017 of their intention to submit an application.

If you are interested, please contact the Okinawa Kai of Washington, DC, Itsuko Asato, at: okinawakai@okinawakai.org

#EHE S Education Fund
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The Okinawa Kai offers two award programs for its members:

1. Academic Award

2. Cultural Award
Since its inception, twelve members have been awarded the Academic Award and four members the Cultural Award. The Aca-
demic Award is for students attending college and the award amount ranges from $500-$1500.The Cultural Award is for Okina-
wan and Japanese related activities. If you or your child has taken a class or training in karate, Okinawan dance, Okinawan mu-
sic, Japanese language school, or other classes related to Okinawan culture, please apply. If qualified, applicants may receive
S50 for the Cultural Award. If you are interested in the award, please contact Naoko Tollefson: (okinawakai@okinawakai.org) or
visit www.okinawakai.org. Members are encouraged to take advantage of this program.

The spring deadline is April 30th, and the fall deadline is September 30th.
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Graduation Gift from Okinawa Kai
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Congratulations to Graduates. Okinawa Kai gave graduation gifts to the following graduates.

Name of Graduate Name of School Name of Parents Residence
Naomi Folta George Mason University ~ Nestor & Mayumi Folta VA
Justin Russell James Madison University  Che & Atsuko Russell VA
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It is with great sadness that we announce the passing of Masako Stoehrer’s son, Frank Emile Stoehrer. He passed away on May 19. Frank

supported Okinawa Kai events for many years and we appreciate his service to Uchinanchu community. We extend our deepest condolences
to the Stoehrer Family.
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Okinawa Kai received thank you note from Mark Stoehrer.
Mrs. Asato,

| wanted to write you a quick email to thank you and all of Okinawa Kai for the support they have shown my family during our recent tragedy.
The outpouring of support that we received was something that | know my mother and | both appreciate dearly. While I'm not sure how to do
it properly, if there is a way to let everyone in Okinawa Kai know just how grateful we are for everything | wanted to make sure to thank eve-
ryone. It is times like this that | am grateful that my family has been apart of Okinawa Kai for so many years. Since we do not have a large fam-
ily here in the states, it is the times like what we have experienced recently that remind us that Okinawa Kai is truly like an extended family for
us.

Thank you and the rest of Okinawa Kai for everything.
-Mark Stoehrer
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End of a Life's Work for Peace,
Former Governor of Okinawa Masahide Ota Dies at Age 92
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Photo Courtesy of The Ryukyu Shimpo
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It is with deep sorrow that we note the passing of Masahide Ota, former governor of Okinawa, historian and peace activist, who died of respiratory

failure on June 12 at the age of 92. May his soul rest in peace.

Born on Kumejima, Masahide Ota graduated from Waseda University then earned a Master's Degree at Syracuse University in New York. After
returning to Okinawa, he became a professor at the University of the Ryukyus, then the Dean of the College of Law He published more than 40

books, mostly on the Battle of Okinawa and the post-war role of Okinawa in the Japan-US relationship.

He was elected governor of Okinawa for two terms (1990-1998), then a Sangiin (House of Councillors) in the Japan National Diet (2001-2007). He
is best known for his strong stand against the national policies of Japan and US regarding the occupation of Okinawan prefectural land for use as
military bases. His lifelong dedication to peace was strongly influenced by his experience in the "living hell" of war as a student draftee in the Im-

perial Army of Japan. Among the 386 "student soldiers", 226 were killed during the war.

One of the lasting memorials of his dedication to peace is the Heiwa no Ishiji (Cornerstone of Peace) near Mabuni Hill in ltoman, where the names
of 240,000 military and civilians -- regardless of country -- killed in the Battle of Okinawa are engraved. After retiring from politics, he established
the Okinawa International Peace Research Institute in 2013. He was nominated for the 2017 Nobel Peace Prize for his work in promoting world

peace.
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Deigo Shinpo is the newsletter of the Okinawa Kai of Washington D.C.
SWAEFT (Address of Newsletter) : 7689 Middle Valley Dr, Springfield, VA 22153
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