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Farewell Greeting
Okinawa Kai Members:

It’s already mid-October. How is everyone doing? Were you able to come to
the picnic? Unfortunately, there was a 70% prediction of rain that day, and | worried
that people wouldn’t show up, but one hundred and fifty-six joined us for the fun. At
this picnic following the intense summer heat, memories bloomed like flowers among
old friends meeting at the picnic as they talked about how hot the summer had been.
From late May until mid-August, | visited my home town, formerly Haneji Village. It
was famous for rice farming, but in recent years most of the rice fields have disap-
peared leaving only a few traces of the past. On the day | arrived, | saw ears of rice
growing bountifully on the plants in a field along the roadside. The rice ears had be-
gun to ripen in colors of green and gold, a fresh and beautiful sight | found so moving
that | stopped and gazed at it for a while. Those plants full of drooping rice ears
seemed shorter than the rice plants | remembered from my childhood. Maybe they

had been trimmed to prepare for a typhoon.

When the rice ears ripened to a single golden color, it was time for the harvest. They were harvested very
quickly from the paddy fields since cultivation was done by machine. Then it was planting time for the second annual
rice crop. After the paddy fields were plowed and enough water had been drawn in for irrigation, the planting would
begin. When | was a child, the whole family went out to the paddies for the planting. Rice-harvesting and planting
times came during spring and summer school holidays, so “vacations” for the children of farm families were always
very busy. Nowadays no children or elderly people are seen in the rice fields, but only robust farmers diligently work-
ing with machinery. They start plowing the paddies around six in the morning before it gets hot when people can be
seen walking along the neatly maintained farm paths. The lovely scenery of rice fields that once stretched along the
foothills has changed, but the deep green plant colors and the fresh air remain unchanged, giving my body and mind a
feeling of peace and harmony.

Next to the paddies, in the yard of a rice mill, a group of farmers was holding a meeting. As | watched them, |
thought of how hard they must work, and offered a prayer for an abundant second harvest.

Along with fun games we played at the picnic, there was an important election for the Okinawa Kai officers. At
this time | stepped down as the Okinawa Kai president. | served five years from 2013 to 2018, and could never have
done this job without the support of my family, the other officers, and our volunteers. | am deeply grateful to all of
you. The new president will be the current vice president, Atsuko Russell. Let’s give our full support to her leadership
in organizing even more of the Okinawa Kai activities we enjoy.

Itsuko Asato
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New Officers for the Upcoming Year
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President: Atsuko Russell

Hi everyone! My name is Atsuko Russell, and this is my first year to serve as a president. I’'m hoping to get
to know more people in Okinawa Kai. | appreciate your continued support.
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Vice President: Akiko Clifford

Hi, my name is Akiko Clifford and | will be serving as 2018-2019 Vice President.© | would like to ask our
members to please i consider and join the executive committee in future and volunteer for our organiza-
tion! £3% 1 am looking forward to meeting with all of you and getting to know everyone a little bit better!!

©
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First Cultural Director: Naomi Folta

| am very excited to be in officer this year! | am passionate about maintaining okinawan culture and hope to
influence the youth members to do the same.
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Second Cultural Director: Marie Roper

Hey guys, my name is Marie Roper and | am one of the Culture Director for this term. | am excited and

ready to take Okinawa kai to the next level. | am looking forward to seeing you guys at the next event.
-3-
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New Officers for the Upcoming Year (cont.)
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First Secretary: Satomi Hewitt
Hi, my name is Satomi Hewitt. | am starting my second year as Secretary of Okinawa Kai. | have spent an

enjoyable first year meeting with the other officers and new members. | hope that the second year will be
as productive and fulfilling as the first.
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Second Secretary: Michelle Hewitt

My name is Michelle Hewitt, and | will be the new Okinawa Kai Secretary for this year. | hope to do a good
job with the Okinawa Kai members’ support.
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First Treasurer: Itsuko Asato
Hi, my name is Itsuko Asato. | will be the 1st Treasurer for this coming year. | look forward to meeting more

new members and enjoy getting to know each other. Let us give our talent, skills and time to build the Oki-
nawa Kai as the place where we feel welcomed and enjoy our friendships.
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Second Treasurer: Mariko Brumfield
Thank you for your understanding and support for the treasurer work throughout the year. | will serve as

the Second Treasure for next year and looking forward to seeing you at all the events and have wonderful
times together.
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Haisai! Chaganju? At the closing ceremony of the 6th Worldwide Uchinanchu Festival in 2016, the late Gover-
nor Takeshi Onaga designated October 30th as “ World Uchinanchu Day”. It will be wonderful to be celebrating this
special day with Uchinanchu from all around the world --"Wan né Uchinanchu !" (I am Uchinanchu !).
Our Okinawa Kai will hold luncheons between November 1st~4th at four locations. There will be games and prizes at
the luncheon. Families and friends of our Okinawa Kai members are very welcome to join us in celebrating the 2nd
World Uchinanchu Day. Please choose a convenient location/date and enjoy this unique time together.
We encourage you to wear Okinawa-like clothes and accessories!
*k Four locations are: Maryland/DC Area, VA (Springfield/Woodbridge/Chantilly Area), VA (Fredericksburg Area),
VA (Richmond/ Virginia Beach Area).
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WORLD UCHINANCHU DAY

Maryland/ DCArea X U —3 v F /DCHiR

Date (#1H): November4 (11H4H) , Sunday (HEEH)

Time (FFRE]) : 11:30am-2:30pm (“FRT11FREY: — 5% 2 BEY2)

Place (377) : Osaka Grill and Buffet (BB X7V 1)

(https://www.yelp.com/biz/osaka-grill-and-buffet-crofton)

Address ({¥FT) : 1633 Crofton Center, Crofton, MD 21114

Cost (including tax & tip) BFHX (Fi. T v 7IA)
Adult/ KA : $14 cChildren (Ff) $6-$10(3~10yearsold 35 1 0 E T)
AT E T ER A, Drinks not included

Contacts (321 /&R D) -

Satomi Hewitt (okinawakai@okinawakai.org);

Shizuko Jacobson (okinawakai@okinawakai.org);
Dennis Asato (okinawakai@okinawakai.org)
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Virginia (Springfield/Woodbridge/Chantilly Area)
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Date (#1H) : November3 (Sat) 11H3H (+HEH)

Time () : 11:30 am-2:30pm  (JFR11ER~2F1% 2 FR22)

Place ($/T) : Hibachi Buffet & Grill (IMNTH)
(https://www.yelp.com/biz/hibachi-buffet-and-grill-chantilly)

Address ({EFf) : 13948 Metrotech Dr, Chantilly, VA 20151, (703) 378-8899

Cost (RF{ Tax, tip, drinks notincluded. Tip 12% (Fi. F v 7| 8T & EHL TRV, F v 712%)
11years old and up $ 12.99. Children (Ffit) $ 4.99~$7.99 (3~10 years old)

Contacts (32f+,/@AER YD) -

Mayumi Folta (okinawakai@okinawakai.org);

Itsuko Asato (okinawakai@okinawakai.org)

Virginia (Fredericksburg Area) 23— =7 M (Z LTV v 7 23— 7 Hilgk)
Date (1H) : November 1 (Thu) 1131H CK#IEH)
Time (FFRE) : 12:00pm-3:30pm 1IE4-7 5 -4 3 BEe,
Place (3%FT) : Teppanyaki Seafood Buffet (http://www.teppanyakibuffetva.com/)
Address ({¥F77) : 2388 Plank Rd, Fredericksburg, VA 22401
Cost (EZ{Y) : Tax,Tip, Drinksincluded (8x#1. Bid:. F v 7 & ETp)
Adults (X A\) $14.05. Children (7f£) $8-$10 (up to 10 years old)
Contact (ZAF,/H#&4R V) : Akiko Clifford (okinawakai@okinawakai.org)

Virginia (Richmond/ Virginia Beach Area) 23— =7 M (J vy FE L F/ A=V =7 ©—F H#iiR)
Date (#1H) : November 4 (Sun) 11H4H (HWEH)
Time (FE[) : 11:30 AM - 4:00PM  ZFRiT 1 1 R PE—/F4 4 B
Place (3%FT) : Kotobuki Japanese Restaurant (http://www.kotobukisushibar.com)
Address (fFFT) : 721 W 21St. Norfolk, VA 23517, (757) 628-1025
Cost (fE{X. tax, tip, soft drinkincluded.fi, Fv 7, ¥ 7 h KU 7 iA&H)
$30 "Kotobuki Special Makunouchi Bento (FF A XY ¥ /L EDNFRY) ”
Nakamijiru.(72 7 >Fx11)
Alcohol (7 /L=—/L) : Cash bar
Capacity of seats (FE) : 70
Contact person (51}, H#&ER 1) -

Mariko Brumfield (okinawakai@okinawakai.org)

Naoko Tollefson (okinawakai@okinawakai.org)

@mn} 7

)




O pBIE  OKINAWA

DKIN AWA PREFECTURE W LIt A2 JAZAN RESOURCE CENTER

OKINAWA ESSAY CONTEST
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The Okinawa Prefectural Government (OPG) and the George Washington University (GWU) Okinawa Collection are co-
sponsoring an essay contest to encourage research on Okinawan related topics -- culture, economics, history, politics and society,
including the study of U.S.military base issues in Okinawa.. The goal of the essay contest is to stimulate further discussions on
Okinawa's challenges and its future.

The contest is opened to undergraduate and graduate students, as well as, recent graduates (graduated no earlier than
May 2017) of universities in DC, MD, VA & Hawaii. In addition to monetary awards, trips to Okinawa will be offered to inspire stu-
dents to further their research regarding Okinawa.

The deadline for online submission is February 1, 2019. For detailed information on eligibility requirements, example top-
ics, essay guidelines and selection criteria, please go to: www.okinawa-conference.com/

#EHE S Education Fund
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The Okinawa Kai offers two award programs for its members:
1. Academic Award 2. Cultural Award
Since its inception, fourteen members have been awarded the Academic Award and four members the Cultural Award.
The Academic Award is for students attending college and the award amount ranges from $500-5$1500. The Cultural Award is for
Okinawan and Japanese related activities. If you or your child has taken a class or training in karate, Okinawan dance, Okinawan
music, Japanese language school, or other classes related to Okinawan culture, please apply. . If qualified, applicants may re-
ceive $50 for the Cultural Award. Please note that this two awards are only for members who have been with Okinawa Kai for at
least 2 years. If you are interested in the award, please contact Naoko Tollefson: okinawakai@okinawakai.org or visit
www.okinawakai.org. Members are encouraged to take advantage of this program. The spring deadline is April 30th, and the

fall deadline is September 30th. .
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The annual Okinawa Kai Fall Picnic was held on September 8 at Frying Pan Farm Park in [
Herndon, Virginia. As in previous years, Association officers and volunteers began early in the
morning to set the tables and make other preparations. The men’s contingent fired up the
grills for cooking hamburgers and hot dogs. Looking anxiously at a threatening sky, the wom- .
en’s contingent hung paper dolls from the eaves of the pavilion roof to pray for good weather.

After the tables were filled with dishes of food contributed by the members, President
Itsuko Asato gave the opening greeting and introduced the new officers.

After lunch the children’s games started with “split the watermelon.” This was fol-
lowed by a “candy-chomping contest,” “pifiata smashing,” and “karate-chop board breaking”
as their happy voices filled the pavilion. In the meantime, rain had started so the tug-of-war
outside had to be canceled. But inside we played musical chairs and children in the Eisa Club
performed the Eisa drum dance. Next, the Okinawa Kai Sanshin Ensemble performed pieces
including “Shin-Asaduya Yunta” and concluding with the audience-participation dance
“Kachaashi.” The bad weather was unfortunate, but the 156 participants enjoyed renewing old
friendships and making new friends. For preparing this year’s picnic, we thank the Okinawa Kai

officers and volunteers.
) L= SR R

-8- Photos Courtesy of Blaine Asato
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Graduation Gifts from Okinawa Kai
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Congratulations for your graduation. May the future bring even more success for you.
Okinawa Kai gave graduation gifts to the following graduates.

Name of Graduate Name of School Name of Parents State
Mia Bennett James-Hubert Blake HS Bill & Itsuyo Bennett MD
Alexander Kyereboah | James Madison HS Manfred Kyereboah VA
Yui Clifford Virginia Tech University Max & Akiko Clifford VA
Michelle Hewitt University of Maryland Robert & Satomi Hewitt | MD
Nestor Koichi Folta Virginia Tech University Nestor & Mayumi Folta | VA
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Gifts from HUI O LAULIMA
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Hui O Laulima is a women's group in Hawaii that was founded in 1968 to host the ladies of Okinawan delegations to Ha-
waii. The Hawaiian name of the group is roughly translated as 'to lend a helping hand'. Over the years, the group expanded their
mission to support activities that preserve & teach Okinawan culture. Their first cookbook, Okinawan Cookery and Culture, pub-
lished in 1975 is treasured for its issei & nisei generation recipes and its collection of
articles describing Okinawan culture.

Last May, in celebrating the 50th Anniversary of their club, a group of 16 ladies
& friends from Hui O Laulima toured the East Coast. 19 members of our Okinawa Kai Criusy’ C
welcomed the group at the Peking Gourmet Restaurant in Falls Church VA. It was a fun
evening playing games & 'talking story' with the ladies. Even after a week of touring,
they were still full of energy and "aloha spirit". They presented two copies of their re-
cently published cookbook (Chimugukuru: The soul; the spirit; the heart) and aprons to
our Okinawa Kai. If anyone wants to borrow this cookbook, please contact Itsuko

Asato-san. (okinawakai@okinawakai.org) The book may still be available on Ama-

zon.
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2018 Uchina Junior Study Program
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Sponsored by the Okinawa Prefectural Government, the Uchina Junior Study Program (known previously as the Junior

Study Tour) was held again this year. The prefectural government invites the younger descendants of Okinawan immigrants over-
seas to lodge together with students their own age in Okinawa while studying the local history, culture, and natural environment.
Through their experiences, the participants form strong bonds of friendship. After arriving in Okinawa, the visitors from overseas
stay with their relatives in Okinawa before the program begins and for a few days after it ends The program gives the visitors a
deeper understanding of their ancestral homeland, and gives the Okinawan students a wider international perspective. Its pur-
pose is to nurture young people who can develop a world-wide Uchina network. Initiated at the 3rd Worldwide Uchinanchu Festi-
val in 2001, the many requests to continue the program from Okinawa Prefectural Associations overseas and other groups led to
its establishment in 2002 as an annual event. This year, from Saturday, July 29 to Friday, August 4, thirty-three young people age

thirteen to nineteen lived together and learned about Okinawa.

Participants’ nationalities: 16 from overseas (including one youth leader): U.S.A.—6: U.K—1; Australia—1; Brazil—2; Mexico—1;

Bolivia—1; Peru—2; Argentina—1; Canada—1; 17 from Okinawa (including one youth leader)

Sean Akira Hewitt, a student at the University of Maryland, Baltimore County, who was in the 2016 program, has continued

ol

to participate last year and this year as a volunteer.

4D 'i @O0OkinawaKaiDC
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This summer, | once again volunteered at the Uchina Junior Study Program. When | arrived at the location on the first
day, everyone had nervous looks on their faces, just as | had when | was in the program two years ago. | tried to assist as much
as | could, to overcome the language barrier and help the participants get to know each other. After the first couple days, every-
one grew closer and was actively engaging in conversations, sometimes even using gestures to communicate with one another.
Now as a volunteer, | found that | was continuing to learn from the other volunteers. Seeing the participants develop their
friendship with each other and their understanding of Okinawa made me glad that | was able to join in and help out. One of the
international participants wrote in her essay, “If | could do this program all over again, | would, and | wouldn’t want to change a
thing”. My hope is that everyone that participated was inspired to continue learning about Okinawa and to be involved in the

international culture.

Sean Akira Hewitt
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It is with great sadness that we announce the passing of Hatsue Stanek’s husband, Robert J. Stanek. He passed away on

September 10, 2018. The Okinawa Kai sends its deepest sympathy to Hatsue san (Okinawa-shi) and to the Stanek family. May his

soul rest in peace.
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It is with great sadness that we announce the passing of Honorio Diaz, a long-time member of the Okinawa Kai. He passed
away on September 25, 2018. Honorio san was the husband of the late Setsuko Diaz. The Okinawa Kai sends its deepest sympa-
thy to the Diaz family and friends. May his soul rest in peace.
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Courageous 'Voice of the Okinawan People’
Governor Takeshi Onaga Dies at Age 67
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It is with deep sorrow that we note the passing of Governor Takeshi Onaga who died on August 8, 2018 at the age of 67.
He will be remembered for his courageous stand demanding respect from the Japanese government for the voices of the Okina-
wan people opposing the confiscation of Okinawa prefectural land to build a new US base at Henoko. May his soul rest in peace.

There was little in his past to predict the path Mr. Onaga, who was once a member of the conservative Liberal Democratic
Party (LDP), chose to become a fierce critic of national policies that placed an unfair share
of burden of US military bases on Okinawa. Born in Naha to a conservative political fami-
ly, he announced to his classmates at age 12 that he would follow his father's footsteps
and become a politician. He graduated from Hosei University (Tokyo) with a degree in
Law, then pursued his goals in politics. In 1985, he was elected to the Naha City Council
and in 1992, he was elected to the Okinawa Prefectural Assembly. From 2000 to 2014, he
served as Mayor of Naha for four terms.

With the reputation as a principled politician unafraid to confront the LDP-led na-
tional government, he was elected overwhelmingly as the Governor of Okinawa in 2014.
Three days after Governor Onaga passed away, 70,000 people braved the approaching
Typhoon Yagi and gathered in Naha to continue the Governor's unfinished work against

the construction of the new US military base at Henoko.
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Deigo Shinpo is the newsletter of the Okinawa Kai of Washington D.C.
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