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Haitai, Gusu-yo-Chu Uganabira, (Hello, | hope you are all doing well)

Although the cherry blossoms in DC have peaked, the magnolia and dogwood flowers
are still in full bloom letting us enjoy the remainder of our warm spring weather. | hope

everyone is enjoying this season while preparing for a nice summer.

The month of April is always a busy, event-filled month for Okinawa Kai. On April 6th, we

had our long-awaited Shin Shun Kai. To our members, Shin Shun Kai is an annual event

that brings new and old members together to celebrate the Okinawan culture. This
year's event was filled with many warm hugs between longtime friends and welcoming smiles for new friends. With delicious Okina-
wan cuisine and fabulous performances, we hope we were able to bring a little bit of the Okinawan spirit to all our members. Of
course, we can't forget about the Kachashi finale; this brought everyone in the room together and was a perfect ending to our 2019
Shin Shun Kai.

April 13th was the Washington DC Cherry Blossom Festival. Some of our members took to the stage with amazing performances
while other members volunteered at the cultural booth hosted by the Okinawan Prefectural Government. Performances from Oki-
nawa Kai members included Ryubu (traditional Okinawan dancing), Karate, and Eisaa Club. The audience enjoyed our beautiful and
powerful performances, and it was a great opportunity for our performers to showcase their hard work throughout the year. The
Okinawan cultural booth was something new for us this year, but we received great responses, capturing people's attention with

Okinawan tourism information and traditional performances.

Both the Shin Shun Kai and Cherry Blossom Festival ended in success with help from our planning committee, our volunteers, and
our performers. We really appreciate those who always offer their help no matter the event and would like to thank each and every

one of our members who took part in making these two events a success.

Fall time brings our annual Okinawa Kai picnic that is popular among children. We are hoping for another fun-filled day! There will

be a fall picnic planning meeting in August, and we hope to see many of you there to make this event successful.

Recently, “Reiwa”, the title for a new era was announced in Japan. Reiwa holds a special meaning that each and every person shall
blossom with hope for a new day, bringing a richness to both our culture and our future. As Japan welcomes this new era, we hope
that Okinawa Kai continues to make connections with our members, new and old, and host events to promote our unique culture.

We ask for your continued support to keep the spirit of Okinawa alive throughout this new era.

Executive Board Members

SEOY 7=y 71398148 (£) T94 ! 2019 Autumn picnic is on September 14th!
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There are a lot of games for kids and adults to enjoy. Eating yummy food, and Ichariba

cho-de-, let us enjoy meeting with old friends and making new friends.

H F/Date: 20194F 9 14H (4) September 14, 2019 (Sat), 11:00 AM — 4:00 PM WAL o YN

it /Place: Frying Pan Farm Park at 2739 West Ox Road, Herndon, Virginia 20171.
‘A‘ i
Photos Courtesy of Blaine Asato
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Kyoko Asato (Dennard) & Maya & Lilia Wintermute sisters 21 Wonderful years! Hisako Oller accepting flowers

Shihan Momo Onno -3-
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What does a Boar look like?

Working off the lunch with energetic dance!
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Bazaar Table to support Eisaa club

While the Cherry Blossoms were at their peak, the last Shin Shun Kai of the Heisei era was held April 6th at Glasgow Middle school.
Like every year, the food table was filled with delicious home-cooked dishes proudly prepared by the participants. This year’s pro-
gram was hosted by Okinawa Kai churakaagii (beautiful) duo Marie Roper and Naomi Folta. Our hearts were filled with joy and hap-
piness enjoying yummy lunch with friends we have not seen in a while.

The program opened with the Okinawan classic song Yotsudake elegantly performed by Kaori Temple, Takako Pagora, Shoko Bogurt.
They are students of Shihan Momo Onno, Tamagusuku-Ryu Shosetsu Michiko no Kai. The performance was followed by President
Atsuko Russell’s message and beautiful music by Nomura-Ryu Hozonkai/Ryukyu Soukyoku Koyokai’s Maya & Lilia Wintermute sis-
ters. Maya, accompanied by Kyoko Dennard, played sanshin while Lilia played koto.

Other Ryukyu buyo performances included dances by Tamagusuku-Ryu Keishoukai Kyoushi Toshie Cerveny and Tamagusuku-Ryu
Shosetsu Michiko no Kai Shihan Momo Onno. Toshie-sensei danced Hamachidori and Nattokuribushi, and Momo-sensei danced Wa-
kashuzei. A special thank you to Toshie-sensei, who has helped SSK every year. In an announcement from the Education Fund Com-
mittee, the 2018 scholarship recipient Mckenna Nartatez thanked Okinawa Kai and shared her dream in the future.



YRR31EE HrES Shin Shun Kai 2019 (cont.

In presentations of karate, students of the Northern Virginia Isshin-Ryu Karete-do led by Jim Miller-sensei performed a brisk and pre-

cisely coordinated martial arts demonstration. Uechi Ryu Nestor Folta sensei’s guests, Hiromasa Uechi (8th dan) and Kanji Uechi (7th
dan) from the Futenma Shubukan, the worlds headquarters of the Uechi-Ryu Karate-do, started their commanding Okinawan Karate
demonstration on the stage. The eyes of everyone in the audience were glued to the stage. Thank you so much for performing at our
Shin Shun Kai.

Okinawa Sanshin of Washington D.C., founded in 1988, celebrated their twenty-first year in 2019. Former Okinawa kai President,
Itsuko Asato, presented a beautiful flower bouquet to Hisako Oller, who represented the Sanshin group.

Mama-san Chorus, a singing group started by six friends, sang “Tinsagu nu Hana”, and Fumie Lyonnais sang “Meotobune” as a solo.
“The Year of the Zodiac Animal Drawing” has become a Shin Shun Kai tradition. This year, too, many future artists participated and
showed off their artistic skills.

The Warabincha and Eisaa club were established 5 years ago. The Warabincha boys skillfully performed a new program of “Bo
Jyutsu” with high spirits. Some kids who grew out of Warabincha have since joined the Eisaa club. Their precise dance steps and tai-
ko drumming echoed throughout the room, and showed how much they had learned on the stage. The Bazaar to support the Eisaa
Club was a huge success! We raised $1,289.25 including the silent auction. We are most grateful to all the members who donated
the items to sale, and who gave monetary donation. The Eisaa club have performed at many events this year. We must keep our
eyes on the future activities of the Eisaa club with its growing number of performances every year! Let’s continue making every
effort for the transmission of Okinawan culture to future generations! We ask for your continued support!! Thank you to the work of
this year’s volunteers, the last Shin Shun kai of the Heisei Era was a huge success. We are deeply grateful to all of you!!
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Set up the cafeteria on Friday
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Ending with Kachashi Ending with Kachashi

Photos Courtesy of Blaine Asato
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Shin Shun Kai 2019 (cont.

SHINSHUNKAI 2019 TEAM - THANK YOU!

Thank you to Lisa Ball (Chair) & the SSK19 Planning Committee, Team Leads and all the volunteers who worked so hard to make our Okinawa Spring Festival a

happy event. Ippe nifee debiru !1!
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Publicity/Volunteers

Greeters (Guest Assistants)

Bazaar Table

Jonathan Russell (flyer)

Hiroko Wintermute

Sonoe Engle(*)

Lisa Simmons (web)

Jake Wintermute

Akiko Clifford

Atsuko Russell (volunteers)

Lilia Wintermute

Sumie Hoshikado

Maya Wintermute lkumi Kyuna
Facility Seika Oshiro
Dennis Asato

Table Decoration Photographer
Program Akiko Clifford Blaine Asato

Naomi Folta(*)

Marie Roper(*)

Food/Dessert Table

Signs (Indoor)

Dennis Asato (booklet) Akiko Clifford (Blue Ocean) Blaine Asato
Mayumi Folta
MC Satomi Hewitt (Dessert) Supplies
Naomi Folta Michelle Hewitt (Dessert) Itsuko Asato
Marie Roper Junko Ishihara
Larry Kelly (Okinawa Kai cake) Pre-Event Setup (Friday)
Sound Crew Sachiko Nicholson Blaine Asato(*)
Blaine Asato(*) Midori Unten Dennis Asato(*)
Mario Barroga Aya Young Itsuko Asato
Mark Stoehrer Brad Ball
Beverage Table Lisa Ball
Stage Crew Larry Kelly(*) Takako Ball
Brad Ball(*) Miwa Maxwell Lori Barroga
Dennis Asato Maato Maxwell Mario Barroga
Justin Russell Miu Maxwell Lesley Bush
Doug Whitwood Erik Maxwell Toshie Cerveny
Tai Smits-Beasley (lights) Akiko Clifford
Tushibi Hirae Kinjo

Performers Assistants

Itsuko Asato

Tomoko Miles

Takako Ball(*)

Mike Proctor

Sean Hewitt

Kiddies Korner

Momo Proctor

Jonathan Russell

Yuko Fenderson(*)

Rino Proctor

Chura Fenderson

Tom Proctor

Reception

Marie Roper

Itsuko Asato(*)

Certificates & Gifts

Atsuko Russell

Mariko Brumfield(*)

Blaine Asato(*)

Lisa Simmons

Lori Barroga

Itsuko Asato

Anne Statland

Justin Russell

Anne Statland ('Yr of Boar' gifts)

Mark Stoehrer

Anne Statland

Yoshihide Uezu
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b v ¥ —8V  Tushibi Celebration
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The following members celebrated Tushibi (Chinese count, kazoe doshi birth year, the Year
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Photos Courtesy of Michelle Hewitt

of the Boar), and received the gifts from the Okinawa Kai. The Okinawa Kai members hope _ ’3/ F
you have many healthy and prosperous years to come. 3 «
85 years young -- Toyoko Castagna, Hatsue Kinley, Sawako LaBoissiere, Takeko Vienneau
73 Years young -- Sachiko Funches, Yaeko Holt, Fumie Lyonnais, Hisako Pratt, Akira Suzuki, Chieko Williams

ZR¥EHVY  Graduation Gift
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Congratulations, graduates! In Okinawa, we have a custom of giving graduation gift to a graduate. Following this tradition, we
have a program to recognize achievements of the students in our Okinawa Kai. Please note that this is only for members who have
been with Okinawa Kai for at least 2 years. If you earned a high school diploma in 2019 or an undergraduate degree in 2018-2019,
please send the following information to Mariko Brumfield (okinawakai@okinawakai.org) by May 31.

1. Name 2. Name of Parent or Guardian 3. School 4. Degree (College) 5. Yr. of Graduation 6. Address 7. Phone #
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Announcement from Education Fund Committee
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Okinawa Kai is offering a scholarship program to our members who are interested in learning Okinawan culture and who are in fi-
nancial need to pursue a degree, diploma or certificate from recognized institutions.

Okinawa Kai gives this wonderful opportunity to members twice a year. Application deadline for the Spring is April 30th and the
Fall is September 30th.

Please look into Okinawa Kai website www.Okinawakai.org and the Education Fund procedures for details. Education & Cultural
Award applications should be emailed to: EdApplication@okinawakai.org

If you have any questions, please E-mail Naoko Tollefson (okinawakai@okinawakai.org).

Education committee will screen all applicants, and then select a recipient for the funds. We are looking forward to receiving many
applications this year.
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Sakura Matsuri 2019 (Cherry Blossom Festival)
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Early in the morning of April 13, Osamu Unten-san, Director of the Okinawa Prefecture Government Office/Washington DC, and
his team dodged drizzling rain as they rushed to set up the "Okinawa Culture" booth on Pennsylvania Ave, a few blocks from the
Capitol. Just moments before the Sakura Matsuri 2019 program was to start, the rain clouds drifted away and the sun shined
brightly on the largest one-day celebration of Japanese culture in the US.

Hiya Sa Sa ! Haiya ! The sounds...the vibrant colors ... the excitement of Okinawan culture was present everywhere on the street,
multiple stages and the "Okinawa Culture" booth. We were proud to watch our Okinawa Kai members perform elegant Okinawa
classical dances, beautiful music, dynamic eisaa and powerful karate for visitors from around the world.

Okinawa Kai members were busy from the early morning parade until the closing karate presentations on the Martial Arts Stage.
Karate guest sensei from Okinawa, Hiromasa Uechi-sensei & Kanji Uechi-sensei (Uechi Ryu Futenma Shubukan), performed on sev-
eral stages at the festival. Visitors were left in awe of Okinawan karate after watching the impressive demonstrations of Uechi Ryu
and Isshin Ryu karate. Mina-san, Ippe nifee debiru! (Thank you very much). Chibariyo!

Sakura Matsurt

Photos Courtesy of Blaine Asato




OKINAWA CULTURE BOOTH

(Organized by the Okinawa Prefectural Government Office/Washington DC)
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Thank you so much for volunteering in the Okinawa Prefectural Government's booth at the Cherry Blossom Festival in DC. It was a

first time Okinawa Prefectural Government participated at the Cherry Blossom Festival and it was a great success!
Volunteer at the Booth: 7' — A CEINPRO BTz L CTIEV /= 7 4
Anne & Stuart Statland, Mario & Lori Barroga, Marie Roper, Dennis Asato, Tamiko & Akira Suzuki, Ikumi Kiyuna, Itsuko

Asato, Mike Nue, Seika Oshiro, Yuko & Chula Fenderson, Kinuko Fukumine, Rieko Sorrentino, Etsuko Gorst,
Emi Centofante, Che & Atsuko Russell, Brad & Takako Ball, Akiko Clifford

Saataa Angagii: EWHR LW —F—T L XX —F{EoCFE ok
Nori Smith, Keiko Mongan, Sachiko Funches, Mizue Taylor, Miwa Maxwell, Itsuko Asato, Akiko Clifford

SJA Japan Day
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: Spring is the time to enjoy Japanese culture. During the National Cherry Blossom Festival, there are many events
: that introduce Japanese culture to many different people. Our members who belong to performing art groups received invitations
to perform at various events. The Warabincha and Eisaa club had their very first invitation this Spring from “Japan Day” (March
31st) hosted by Study Japanese in Arlington (SJA). We are honored to have been a part of SJA’s first Japan Day. Okinawan culture
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On April 14th, National Harbor hosted Sakura Sunday. This event was established in 2018 and Momo Onno Ryubu Dojo, Eisaa club,
and Warabincha participated. This year, Uechi Ryu Karate, Nomura Ryu Hozon Kai, Ryukyu Soukyoku Kouyou Kai and Yamada Ryubu
Kenkyujo also joined the festival. The husband and wife pair, Wade and Helen Yamada, performed Kajadefu. Helen Yamada and Hel- :
en K. Yamada performed Udui Kuwadisa, Watarizo/Ichidan, koto, Ryukyuan koto, Rokudan, Tsuru Kame Bushi. The talented family :
awed the audience with a fascinating performance on the stage.

« Okinawa Kai members who came out to see the event cheered as the big screen

4 above the stage displayed two Sakura Sunday ads. One showed :
Momo Onno in a beautiful Bingata kimono and hanagasa :
(flower shaped headdress). The other showed Kae Byars, one of :
= the leaders from Eisaa club, with Paranku in her hand. In addi-
’( = tion, a PR video of Okinawa continuously played on the big

4 *  screen, which was a wonderful surprise!

— ““ Photos Courtesy of Blaine Asato
..........................................................................................................................

N=V=TE—FEERY  EREOLERIIE SN N—V =T B —FRER0 R4 A 7 HiThbivE L,
ZOHIZRER S B REMOIED RETHHFEL EO N TIROWE L7z, N—Y =7 BE—F Ml =T 58
H2 AT —URHRY £ L7z, FEiE DU TR 2~ &V =A RIUHI AT REOIESCH I
V. FLTLEE., “RBRa U2 (HE/), BV ZUFH—IE AL EALIBONLUKRT THE L E
LTze  SBEIINFEOREZHFOAEZEN AL UK BoAR, T LTHWVE (KRE/), B, LEHiz~
VYSADHY E LT, AFIEFWV S OBAVEES ETHEATWEERTT, K THRITIMEOKIEDHE
NI T SNTBEL L BEERIZS SED 722 T LT,

M7 Kgk: FUV— AV T AR & VoIV LT 40—/, Xhfik/AsE
S FEITFY—URL, BRBTFR—LTYY DRI VAY, DT HNA—TX,
V=T A—FTTAT, DAY AT
Virginia Beach Cherry Blossom Festival was held on April 7th at Red Wing Park, Virginia Beach. The festival was originally
scheduled on April 6th but the event was pushed back to the next day due to inclement weather. Luckily, it was a clear
and sunny day so the park was full of people enjoying the festival and cherry blossoms. Virginia Beach Sanshin group performed
twice on the stage.
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_ The first stage performance: "Kajyadifu" by Helen and Wade Yamada (wife and husband)/Yamada Ryubu
Kenkyujo, "Ahabushi" and "Asadoyayunta" uta-sanshin by VB sanshin group, "Uduikwadisa" by Helen and

Photos Courtesy of

Kinuko Fukumine Jikata Performance: Taiko - Gary Williams, Koto - Rieko Sorrentino, Kinuko Fukumine, Sanshin - Kyoko Mar
shall, Naoko Tollefson, Rieko Crain, Kazumi Burgess, Mary O'Brien, Yui Oyakawa.
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In the early Spring when the cherry blossom is in full bloom, the 5th Annual VCU Cherry Blossom Festival was held on

March 31st at the courtyard of VCU campus. Yamada Ryubu Kenkyujo and Ryukyu Sokyoku Hozonkai (Virginia Beach)
was invited to participate in this event.
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"Rokudan" was performed by Ryukyu Sokyoku Hozonkai Kinuko Fukumine, Rieko Sorrentino, Helen Yamada and
Helen K. Yamada :
"Uduikwadisa" was performed by Yamada Ryubu Kenkyujo - Helen and Helen K. Yamada
Jikata/Ryukyu Sokyoku Hozonkai: Rieko Sorrentino, Kinuko Fukumine (koto), Kazumi Burgess (sanshin),
Gary Williams (taiko)
Kumiodori "Manzai Tekitou" by Helen, Helen K. and Wade Yamada

.....................................................................................................................................................
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Amidst War’s Devastation: How a Ten-year-old Girl Barely Survived the Battle of Okinawa

: Okinawa Kai member Steve Rabson (Professor Emeritus of East Asian Studies, Brown University) translated the ot Couriesy of Mr. Steve Rabson
: survival story of Rieko Tamaki. It is available on The-Asian Pacific Journal Japan Focus. .

Please read her amazing story by clicking the link below. )( ?//\‘ = X\‘: 1. X
* https://apjjf.org/2019/08/Tamaki.html Member’s News @

E—EIHBIRCa T A NZEERES !
The First Okinawa Essay Contest Winners Announced!
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On March 19, 2019, The Okinawa Prefectural Government and the George Washington University Okinawa Collection held an
awards ceremony to recognize the 3 winners of the Essay Contest. About 10 members of Okinawa Kai joined the ceremony to con-
gratulate the winners. Each of the winners provided a brief presentation on their essays. The first-place winner was awarded $500,
the second-place winner $400, the third-place winner $300. All three received the round-trip ticket to Okinawa. | hope you submit

your essay next time!
1st Place: “Passively Passing: Exploring Okinawan identity in the work of Yamanokuchi Baku” by Hilson Reidpath, PhD Student

in Japanese Literature, East Asian Languages and Literature, University of Hawai’i at Manoa
2nd Place: “Contesting Japanese Post-War Memory in Modern Okinawan Literature” by
Christine Mari Inzer, Bachelor of Arts in Global Studies: Asia, University of Richmond

3rd Place: “The Okinawan Amerasian Identity—A Vanguard for Japanese Multinationals”
by Nina Udagawa, Sophomore, major in International Affairs, George Washington

University
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Photos Courtesy of Akiko Clifford
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Bridging Okinawa & America with Choichi Terukina
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On Saturday, April 13, 2019, following the Cherry Blossom Street Festival on Pennsylvania Avenue in Washington, DC, the Kennedy
Center presented a concert of classical Ryukyuan music and dance on its Millennium Stage. Featured were

Choichi Terukina (87), designated as a Living National Treasure of Ryukyuan Music, and members from Hawaii and Los Angeles of his
Afuso-Ryu Ryukyu Music Choichi-kai USA. A large crowd lined up more than an hour before the six o’clock performance for seats
near the stage where they could see Terukina’s sanshin performance up close. All the seats in the auditorium were full, as was the
standing room at the rear.

Living National Treasure Choichi Terukina began formal studies of Ryukyuan classical music at age twenty-five, and opened his own

studio in 1960. Very popular in Hawaii, he greeted the audience with “Aloha, everyone!” performing “Naka-Fu-Bushi ” accompanied
by the Ryukyu Sokyoku Koyo-kai, Lisa Sadaoka on koto, Choichi-kai USA, and Kenton Oodo on sanshin. With his powerful singing
voice, we could not believe he was eighty-seven years old. Inexperienced sanshin players with less-developed lung capacities would
surely run out of breath and fall out of their chairs. Following this piece, he spoke of his experiences as a sixth grader during the
war, the joy of studying music and learning the sanshin, and expressed his wishes for the audience’s happiness and for world peace.

students from Hawaii to preserve Uchinaa music for future generations. Hearing music filled with such ener-
gy and rhythmic whistling would put a smile on anyone’s face. With the audience clapping in tempo and
singing along, we all felt as if we were in Okinawa. With that, the highly successful concert concluded.

% ‘j birthday card congratulatory messages from everybody! Our best wishes for a long life of health and happi-
ness.
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