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Hello everyone!

I hope you all are doing well. Tsuyu (rainy season) was officially over a week ago here in Okinawa, but It's been raining everyday.
It’s called “Modori Tsuyu” which means “the rainy season is back”. | am having my morning coffee and enjoying looking at my

mother’s garden—the flowers are shiny and beautiful, even in the heavy rain.

Our next event is the annual picnic in September. Let’s have a great time with a variety of activities. I’'m sure that not only the kids,
but grownups will enjoy the picnic. The World Uchinanchu Day is October 30th. We can celebrate again this year if there’s enough

interest. Please let officers know if you have any ideas or suggestions.
Take care and enjoy your Summer.

President Atsuko Russell
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Our Okinawa Kai picnics are always very happy events. Besides our annual tsunahiki (tug-of-war), there will be lots of games,

delicious food, and friends. Be sure to mark September 14th (Saturday) on your calendar. See you at the picnic !!!

#H DATE:  September 14, 2019 (Saturday)
20194F9H14H (MEH)
FEM] TIME:  11:00 am — 4:00pm
FRTLIRE~ % 4F
Y#HAT PLACE:  Frying Pan Farm Park
2739 West Ox Road
Herndon, Virginia 20171
A3 FOOD: POTLUCK! POTLUCKI AR kT w7 V AR b T w7 !
BWINVORBEREZBREL LY TV, FRCBTEREME, 72 NEfHFLT

No | WD HIEE BIC SO A E- T S5 L0 £4, BENLET!]
Alcohol | B, ke b Ry 7 S AN L, T T — R ]

Please bring your favorite okazu (side dishes). Onegai Shimasu !!!
If you invite guests, please bring extra servings. Okinawa Kai will provide drinks, Hot dogs and Hamburgers.

2018 Picnic (Photo Courtesy of Mr. Blaine Asato)

—
e @ OkinawaKaiDC
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Haisai,

Our Okinawa Kai just celebrated its 35th Anniversary a year ago. Sugoi! We can all be very proud of this achievement. For Okinawa
Kai to stay strong and active, we really need your help. Several of our officers have been leading our club for 9-10 years! They
would like to have new officers with new ideas lead our Okinawa Kai.

Communities in Okinawa that have remained strong for many generations rely on the "yuimaaru" spirit -- everyone doing whatever
they can to help complete a project. On the other hand, the energy in communities that rely on just a few leaders gradually fades
away. As an Okinawa Kai officer, you can depend on our "yuimaaru" team spirit -- with former officers working hard to help you
achieve your new ideas. Being an officer is a great way to meet new friends and get to know our own Uchinanchu community as
well as other Uchinanchu communities worldwide. Please consider being an officer for the coming year. Unigee sabira (onegai shi-
masu)

The officers serve for one year beginning at the Annual General Meeting in October. If you would like to nominate someone or wish
to be considered to help lead our Okinawa Kai, please contact Itsuko Asato (Election Committee team lead) at

okinawakai@okinawakai.org by the 31st of August.

If you have questions about any of the officer's responsibilities, please
call a current officer or read the Kai Bylaws on our website
[okinawakai.org].
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What are the responsibilities of an officer? How difficult is the work? Will | be able to do the job? What the officers do is very im-
portant to our Okinawa Kai, but the work itself is not difficult. Remember that we work as a team -- you will have lots of support and
help from the past & current officers.
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Responsibilities
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¥ Represents the Okinawa Kai in communi-
cating and working with other organiza-
tions, including the Okinawa Prefectural

LE varERD bR bEEET D,
. G A N S = N pr Government
President v SOOI =T 4 T ZEE L, _ . .
J— K43 ¥ Plans and leads our Okinawa Kai meetings
V SEELDF— I — B 5 R \ 4 éﬁpointsj co'mr'nitt(;(.e team Iea'lds(ie.g.,‘Shin
- A EA E = un Kai, Picnic, Shin Nen Kai, Education
Do (ﬂéﬁﬁé‘ “ﬂéﬁ N —7 7 Fund, Election Committees)
BE A, BEEET)
Bl&E v SROMEEZT D, ¥ Assists the President
Vice-Pres. ¥ SENAREOLEEIZIE., 2SR OfE | 9 Assumes the duties of the President when
el EAELS, the President is not available
. VT TONRELEICID, ¥ Record minutes of meetings
FiL(2)

Secretaries(2)

<
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¥ Work with the Deigo Shinpo newsletter & the
committee team leads to distribute infor-
mation to members.

SRS AT DS O ERAT H AR D>
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Treasurers are the only officers who can make
payments or write checks from the Okinawa
Kai's bank account.

222) -
= _ ¥ Receive payments and pay expenses
Treasurers(2) v IRA &S ;‘%fyiﬁy Do v Keep records of payments and expenses.
v AL XHOFLEERE T D, ¥ One of the treasurers serves as a member of
v HELLFBLDA L N—L LTJE | theEducation Fund Committee
42,
v WSO e 7T ADFE &% | @ Plan and direct Okinawa Kai cultural pro-
L& (2) DL & 5, grams
Cultural ¥ One of the cultural directors serves as mem-

Directors(2)

v BEERZESO—B L LUOEET

ber of the Shin Shun Kai Committee
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Congratulations to Vanessa Mei Homman-san (16-year-old daughter of Yukiko and Derek Homman). She was accepted to the 2019
Uchina Junior Study Program (July 24-August 7) sponsored by the Okinawa Prefectural Government. Vanessa san said, “ | am very
happy to be accepted in the rogrpam. It is my first time to visit my mother’s hometown in Okinawa. | am looking forward to meeting
my grandmother who | have not seen for many years. | am also very excited for the opportunity to learn about Okinawa with the
youth of Okinawan descent from around the world. | look forward to learning about their countries as well"

The Uchina Junior Study Program was founded as a pre-event to the Third Worldwide Uchinanchu Festival in 2001, and has contin-
ued every year since then. Well-organized for the education of future leaders, it is the most popular program for overseas Uchinan-
chu descendants ages thirteen to nineteen years. The students in the program create strong bonds and deepen their understanding
of their Okinawan roots, while the local students broaden their international outlook and build the next generation of youth for the
Uchina Network.

Vanessa-san is the ninth student from our Okinaws Kai to be selected for the program. This year there are fifteen students from
overseas, five of them from USA. They will study Okinawan history, culture and nature. They will also experience the daily life with
sixteen local students. The program includes homestays at either the students' relatives’ or friends’ houses before and after actual
study period. Itis a fun and educational two-week long leadership program through which they will build strong bonds as Uchinan-
chu.

THRERBDTEITIVET, HLOMHZLALBOWE L BT ET, I, TRORKR/ KRFPEFEELLES
AITBHNE LTE B2 £ LT,

Congratulations on your graduation. May the future bring even more success to you. Okinawa Kai gave graduation gifts to the fol-
lowing graduates.

Name of Graduate School Name of Parents
Riri Yoza Chantilly High School Kumiko & Takashi Yoza
Kylie Asuka March Penn State University Steven & Kimiko March
Marie Roper Mary Washington University

-5-
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Announcement from Education Fund Committee
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Okinawa Kai is offering a scholarship program to our members who are interested in learning Okinawan culture and who are in finan-
cial need to pursue a degree, diploma or certificate from recognized institutions. Okinawa Kai gives this wonderful opportunity to
members twice a year. Application deadline for the Spring is April 30th and the Fall is September 30th. Please look into Okinawa Kai
website www.Okinawakai.org and the Education Fund procedures for details. Education & Cultural Award applications should be
emailed to: EdApplication@okinawakai.org. If you have any questions, please E-mail Naoko Tollefson (okinawakai@okinawakai.org).
Education committee will screen all applicants, and then select a recipient. If you are accepted, you will receive fifty dollars for the
Cultural Award and five hundred dollars to one thousand and five hundred dollars for the Academic award. We are looking forward to
receiving many applications this year.

TAY =TT FIRDNT F—< R
Eisaa Club’s June Performance
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On Saturday, June 15, for the second year in a row, our Eisaa club was invited to perform by the Mayor’s Office for Asian and Pacific
Islander Affairs. This year’s performance was at the Chinatown Community Festival in DC. They joined performance groups from Chi-
na, Indonesia, and other Asian and Pacific Island countries.
In the rehearsals held the weekend before summer vacation, adults and children devoted themselves wholeheartedly to vigorous
practice together. The outdoor stage in Chinatown Park was too small for the twenty or so Eisa performers so several danced on the
lawn below it (see photo). The audience was entertained by the performances of children dancing with smiling faces and adults
chanting in rhythm, and each song was followed by cascades of applause. With the rich beats of taiko, a festive atmosphere filled the
park.
Our Okinawa Kai is proud and grateful to the Eisaa Club for their performances this spring and summer at various events in their effort
to introduce Okinawan culture in DC metropolitan area.
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Haitai! It has been three years since our family moved from Maryland to Kanagawa because of our job reassighnment. We treasure memories of

the Okinawa Kai and get excited whenever we hear about Okinawa-related events here in Japan. On November 23, 2018, we went to see Requi-
os, the popular sosaku (creative style) eisaa group, perform in Tokyo. Their performance was so wonderful!

2ty DR AN
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Requios was established in the northern part of Okinawa island 20 years ago by the founder and current president, Tadatoshi Teruya. Their pow-
erful performances and creative arrangements of traditional eisaa dances have enchanted audiences throughout Japan, Argentina and the USA.
They also devote much time and energy to teach and promote sosaku eisaa wherever they travel. The 6-day Washington DC eisaa workshop in
September 2015 led by President Teruya, Director Shohei Tamazato and Instructor Shoya Higa (refer to Deigo Shinpo 15-4 of October 2015) tired
our muscles but it was so much fun. Their taiko performance at our Okinawa Kai Autumn Picnic was impressive, wasn't it?. By good fortune, our
paths kept crossing as we saw them again at the National Theater of Okinawa during the Worldwide Uchinanchu Festival and now in Tokyo.

The Tokyo performance was held at the TAIKO-LAB Aoyama, a compact studio dedicated to teaching and performing different styles of taiko
drumming. The studio was packed full with many people standing in the back. The six member group, including a high school student performer,
Yuto Gushiken, presented dynamic eisaa dance arrangements, shishimai (lion dance) and interesting talks. When the acrobatic shishi stood up, it
was so tall that the lion's head nearly bumped the ceiling. Choreographer Shinya Teruya, who has supported Requios since its founding, im-
pressed us with his high-energy performance of “Yugyogei Nozoki Karakuri”. Then Director Tamazato and Instructor Higa danced eisaa as Presi-
dent Teruya sang “Torisashimai”. The young women who sat in the front row were so excited
to see eisaa up close, while the children clapped and swayed to the rhythm of the dances.
Among the few foreigners in the audience, a middle-aged man was smiling and fondly reminisc-
ing -- about Okinawa, perhaps?. We applauded and cheered through the finale “Requios —
Dance to the Wind as a Shishi,” which is featured in a Orion Beer commercial. As lingering ex-
citement still surrounded us, President Teruya kindly approached us, and we had a nice conver-
sation.

M Dear Requios members, thank you so much for the exciting performance at the TAIKO-LAB Ao-
yama! It will be great if you can be back in Washington DC again. We wish you all the best in
future endeavors as a bridge between Okinawa and the world.

-7-
Left: President, Tadatoshi Teruya at 2015 Eisa- workshop (Photo Courtesy: Okinawa Kai)
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On September 9, 2018, the Daniel and Ayumi Carroll family welcomed their second baby. It is a boy and his name is

: Itsuki. Congratulations! He likes people and always gives you a happy smile. He had to visit his doctor when he caught a
cold, and the doctor said, “Even though you are not feeling well, you still smile!” Itsuki is a very friendly baby! He has a big sister.

Her name is Ichika (five-years-old). She is a member of the Eisa Club. She loves doing Eisa dances and reading story books to her ba-

- by brother. Itsuki may join his sister and perform Eisa dances in the near future. We wish Itsuki good health and big smiles forever.
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