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Greeting from Atsuko Russell, President

The scorching heat is gone and it is nice to feel the cooler weather. Autumn is a season of festivals in Japan. Okinawans also cele-
brate many festivals, such as Urasoe Tedako Festival, Yomitan Festival, Kitanakagusuku Shiosai Festival, Naha Big Tag of War Festi-
val, Shuri Castle Festival, etc. | cannot write them all here, but all of these events take place in October. Imagining these festivals
brings to mind many shared memories—fluffy pink cotton candy, countless stands with all kinds of food, and beautiful fireworks.

I'd also like to mention the All Island Lion Dance Festival that takes place in the Agena Bull-Fighting Arena in Uruma City. Coinci-
dentally, it’s happening as | write this article (October 13). The Lion of Jicchaku in Urasoe City, where | was born, is one of the sev-
en lions that makes a presence in the festival. | grew up watching this lion dance. | knew that there were two guys inside who con-
trol the lion, but it was still a very scary sight! The face is painted in a shiny black lacquer, the eyes made of glowing brass, and,
most of all, the movement of the dancers inside seem to give the lion breath and life.

This scary lion, all of a sudden, asks for a ball to play with, and the playful gesture is adorable. I’'m proud of the tradition of my
hometown, and it will be a treat to see the amazing lion dance once again. If | could take a selfie with the lion, it will be awesome!
Would the lion agree, or would it decide to eat me in one bite? | will have to find out!

“World Uchinanchu Day” is October 30th. Regretfully, there is no event organized by Okinawa Kai this year. Main
reason is that we don’t have enough volunteers. However, | hope you celebrate with your family and friends. After-
ward, please share some pictures of the day with Okina-
wa Kai. Send in your picture(s) to Atsuko Russell at
okinawakai@okinawakai.org. Your picture(s) will be on the next issue
of Deigo Shinpo.
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Please take good care of yourself, and | hope you all enjoy this beauti-
ful season.
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New Officers for the Upcoming Year
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President: Atsuko Russell

Hello, I'm Atsuko Russell from Urasoe-city and I’'m serving as the President for the second year. The first year was a
learning experience and | appreciate the support | got from many people. Let’s make Okinawa Kai a fun and great place
for everyone together.
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Vice President: Akiko Clifford

This is my second year serving as the Vice President. Okinawa Kai hosts family-oriented events for our community but
we need your help! Please step in, and get involved, and join our executive board!!
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First Cultural Director: Marie Roper

Hey guys. My name is Marie from Uchima, Urasoe City. | am one of the cultural directors for DC Okinawa Kai. My goal
is to hype up the Okinawa Kai than last year. Looking forward to a great year with you guys.
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| Second Cultural Director: Kyoko Dennard

My name is Kyoko Dennard and | will be the second Cultural Director for this year.
I intend to use my experience from the past six years of actively participating in the Eisaa Dance Club to provide the
best support possible to Marie-san.
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First Secretary: Satomi Hewitt

My name is Satomi Hewitt, I’'m continuing in the secretary position with my daughter, Michelle. I’'m so grateful to
attend Okinawa-Kai events and share Okinawan culture and sprit with all the members. | hope this Okinawa-Kai will
grow and we can share good memories in the coming year.
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. Second Secretary: Michelle Hewitt

Hi Okinawa Kai members! My name is Michelle Natsumi Hewitt, this is my second year continuing as the second secre-
tary. | enjoyed my first year in this position learning more about Okinawa Kai and interacting with the members. | am
looking forward to a fun filled second year and seeing everyone at our next event!
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First Treasurer: Takako Ball

Good afternoon. My name is Takako Ball. | will be the first treasurer for the Okinawa Kai for the coming year. This is the
first time for me to have this position, but | will try my best.

Thank you.
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Second Treasurer: Mariko Brumfield

Hello members of Okinawa Kai, every time | participate in an Okinawa Kai event, | am reminded that how happy | am

that there is an "Okinawa Kai" and | hope that it will continue forever. With that feeling, | would like to serve Okinawa
Kai as second treasurer this year. Thank you.
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The following members are continuing to serve as the Education committee members.
Thank you so much for your service!
+ Naoko Tollefson (Chair Person)
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¢ Bob Finch

¢ Mariko Brumfield
+ BradBall

.

. Ed@0kinawaKaiDC
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On September 14, the annual picnic was held in a park on the outskirts of Washington, DC. The grilled hamburger and hot dog
smell attracted a crowd of more than 250 families. The tables were lined with Okinawan dishes such as goya champru, jushi and
zenzai. The dishes warmed the hearts of friends who already knew each other and provided the opportunity make new friends. In
the game corner, watermelons were cracked, Tama-ire, the bread-eating competition with the child on adults’backs, and tug-of-
war. The cheers echoed in the autumn sky. For the entertainment near the end, the participation of the new generations stood
out, and it became a large chorus. It was exciting collaborating with the Sanshin group and participants singing songs such as
"Asatoya Yunta". In addition, the Eisaa group’s new costumes were unveiled, and their daily practice showed in their performance.
A woman from Yomitan village, who participated for the second time, said, "When | come to Okinawa kai events, | am healed. Lis-
tening to the Sanshin playing my hometown music, my body starts dancing automatically. It made me realize the goodness of Oki-

nawa, which is a strong unity." At the end, people danced happily to Kachashi.

Photo Courtesy of Mr. Blaine Asato
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f£FT: American Legion Post 177, 3939 Oak St, Fairfax, VA 22030

Thank you to the support from everyone, the Eisaa club has received new Eisaa uniforms. With each passing year, the Eisaa Club
membership has grown however, we did not have enough uniforms. The Eisaa Club asked the Okinawa Kai for assistance in having
new uniforms made and received overwhelming support from the Officers and members. The Eisaa uniforms were made in Okinawa
over the summer. The Eisaa Club happily debuted their brand-new uniforms at the fall picnic!
The Eisaa Club thanks everyone for their support and will continue to improve and do our best to spread Okinawa culture. The Eisaa
Club will perform at the Annual Japanese Americans’Care Fund Bazaar. Please come to watch our performance and check out the
new uniforms!

Japanese Americans’ Care Fund Bazaar

Date: November 3 (Sun)10 am-3 pm

(Eisaa Club is scheduled to perform around 1 pm)
Location: American Legion Post 177, 3939 Oak St, Fairfax, VA 22030
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On July 31st, a cute baby girl, Sara Amelia, was born in the Bob and Kazue Otero | = 4
family! Congratulations on the birth of your newest family member! She :
weighed 8 Ib. 10 oz. and 20.5 in. long when she arrived. She was a healthy big
baby! Joshua (8 years old) and Hana (6 years old) who are members of Elsaa
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taking care of Sara by changing diapers, giving a bath and reading stories. Best » ! . o
wishes for the Otero Family! Photo Courtesy of The Otero Family
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2019 Jr. Study Tour by Vanessa Homman
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Going to Okinawa was the greatest experience | have ever had. | used to tell myself that | would save up money to go to Okinawa before | grad-
uated high school, but then my mom told me about the Uchina Junior Study Tour and | was more than excited to write the essay, even though |
knew | had a chance of not being able to go. | learned so much about the food, culture, background and community of Okinawa. | got to meet
people from all around the world that share similar backgrounds as me. | was so nervous to fly to another country, for the first time and all by
myself. It was so scary but helpful for me in a way so | could learn to be more independent. The whole plane ride to Okinawa, | had butterflies in
my stomach because | couldn’t wait to go and see how beautiful Okinawa was. The Junior Study Program was a great learning experience for
me. | would like to thank all of the volunteers and leaders for setting up this opportunity for me. One of my favorite activities was seeing Shurijo
Castle and finding out that my mother worked there with her friend when she was a teenager. River trekking and seeing the ocean were my top
favorite activities. Being with my friends and exploring all the plants was so fun. The
natural river pools were so fun because we had to jump in, in order to keep trekking
through the river. Seeing the ocean for the first time took my breath away. It was so
crystal clear and such a pretty blue color. Visiting Churaumi Aquarium was fun. The
whale sharks are so big. The food in Okinawa was the best. | loved the curry, Takoya-
ki, miso soup and mochi. | would love to go back to Okinawa to see all the friends
and | made and eat more delicious food. | had the best time and can’t wait for the
next chance | get to go back to Okinawa.

Vanessa Homman Top Right in Pink Cap

Photo Courtesy of Vanessa Homman
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The 2019 Cultural Award was presented to Benjamin Miller and Christopher Miller. Congratulations! They are brothers and learning martial art,
Karate. Keep up the good job!
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The Okinawa Kai offers two award programs for its members:
1. Academic Award 2. Cultural Award

Since its inception, fourteen members have been awarded the Academic Award and six members have been awarded the Cul-
tural Award. The Academic Award is for students attending college and the award amount ranges from $500-$1500. The Cultur-
al Award is for Okinawan and Japanese related activities. If you or your child has taken a class or training in karate, Okinawan
dance, Okinawan music, Japanese language school, or other classes related to Okinawan/Japanese culture, please apply. If qual-
ified, applicants may receive $50 for the Cultural Award. Please note that these two awards are only for members who have
been a member of Okinawa Kai for at least 2 years. If you are interested in the award, please contact Naoko Tollefson:

okinawakai@okinawakai.org or visit www.okinawakai.org. Members are encouraged to take advantage of this program. The

spring deadline is April 30th, and the fall deadline is September 30th.
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World Uchinanchu Day is October 30th!
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“What is Uchinanchu Identity?” We are still accepting your essay, poem, haiku, ryuka, photography, painting, or another artwork.
Send it in via E-mail or snail mail by Oct. 30th to: Akiko Clifford okinawakai@okinawakai.org

-

In addition, Okinawa Prefecture is conducting a campaign with prizes! ¢( V ~ )¢
“World Uchinanchu” #1t: 5™ 77 57— = on Facebook by October 30th.

See more info at https://www.facebook.com/OkinawaKaiDC/

WORLD UCHINANCHU DAY
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: Dates: January 9 to January 19, 2020
: Place: Okinawa Kenjinkai Association of Brazil & Okinawa Cultural Center of Brazil.
: Participating countries: Brazil, Peru, Argentina, Bolivia, Mexico, United States

Niseta Tour is a cultural meeting that reunites the youth uchinanchu from several parts of the world. The main objective is to create
: bonds of friendship, brotherhood and solidarity between the participants. Niseta tour also aim to disseminate the Okinawan culture :
to the new generations, seek for the conservation of Okinawan culture and help the participants to develop a cultural identity, focus :
: into encourage them to join in the development of the Okinawan community at their respective Kenjinkais, continuing the legacy of :
: their ancestors.
Three youth participated Niseta Tour in Argentina in 2014, and they wrote their wonderful experience. Please go to okinawakai.org :
- and click Newsletter and read the following for reference: :
: Karen Hoch 2014 April Naomi Folta 2014 July Nestor Folta 2014 October
: Eligibility:
: - Okinawa Kai Member

- Be an Okinawa descent or be interested in Okinawan culture.

- Be between 15 to 24 years old.

- Health predisposition to be able to participate in the proposed activities.

(In case of special needs, please inform the committee).

- The airfare or other transportation costs to get to the event venue is the responsibility of the participant. The homestay

will be held in the family homes of Okinawan community.

- Having contracted travel insurance for foreigners (including medical insurance).

*Three people from the U.S. will be selected. If you would like to participate or have questions, please contact Okinawa Kai by
: E-mail <okinawakai@okinawakai.org> Deadline is November 25th, 2019
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