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MEMBER MEMORY PROJECT BABY NEWS!
INTRODUCTIONS = TITLE CONTEST ... AND MORE!

TAVZOERIETLAVTH FOEEBEL S, BEZEITLHFIFREDOHMIATT,
Iris from Blaine Asato's garden. Flower arrangement by member H.M.
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Spring is upon us. Bathing in the warm sunlight during the day, I sing,
“On the pleasant spring day in the Sumida river...” (“Hana” ) by
Rentaro Taki), though I still need to turn on my heater at night. The
cherry blossoms are in bloom here and there, the gentle sakura’s pink
» color surrounding our hearts. Day by day, I feel that in due time I will
BoXWER: TH—F $HF not have to see the row of cherry blossom trees through a car window.
Kyoko Dennard, As Spring passes, Summer awaits. Let us welcome the season of
Second Cultural Director glimmering sunshine with the bright energy of our spirits!
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FESTIVAL EVE EVENT (@i#&%) OCTOBER 30TH 2022
MAIN FESTIVAL (AKX%) OCTOBER 31ST TO NOVEMBER 3RD 2022
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THE 7TH WORLDWIDE UCHINANCHU FESTIVAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE IS LOOKING FOR PHOTOS TO USE IN A
COUNTDOWN TO BUILD EXCITEMENT IN THE LEAD UP TO THE FESTIVAL.

AS LONG AS THE PHOTOS ARE RELATED TO UCHINANCHU OF THE WORLD, SUCH AS: PHOTOS OF DOMESTIC OR
FOREIGN KENJINKAI MEMBERS, SCENES OF ACTIVITIES, OR MEMORABLE EVENTS, THERE ARE NO SPECIFIC
PARAMETERS.

THE SELECTED PHOTOS WILL BE POSTED ON THE FESTIVAL WEBSITE.
THEREFORE, PLEASE APPLY IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE FOLLOWING AND THE ATTACHED APPLICATION AND

TERMS OF USE.

APPLICATION PERIOD: FRIDAY, APRIL 30, TO WEDNESDAY, JUNE 30, 2021
PLEASE SEE DETAILS HERE HTTPS://WUF2022.COM/EN/TOPICS/690
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Official Title Contest for "Recollection of Okinawa ~Umukaji~" (Title tentative)
We are looking for an official title for our new project announced on April 16th.
Our goal is to provide a living history for our descendants and others interested in Okinawa.
Are you a bookworm? Love to write essays and poems? Can't you come up with the perfect title for this
new project? The title should be one word and Uchina~guchi (Okinawan language) only.
Please contact the project leader Brad Ball, Atsuko Russell or any of Okinawa Kai officers right away!
$50 gift certificates will be given to the winner. Multiple entries are allowed.
How to enter (J&& /57%): E-mail (Subject line-"New title") or phone
1. Brad Ball (75w K 7R —JL) bradball@okinawakai.org (318) 220-6725
2. Atsuko Russell (vt JILEF) ookiihug@gmail.com (703) 405-9065

3. Contact any of Okinawa Kai officers CH# & B NE4R)
Deadline (#&®1%1D) : June 30th 2021
Announcement of Winner (&R H*X): July 20th 2021 For full details, visit: okinawakai.org/memory
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My name is Mari Gregory and | have been a member of Okinawa Kai for over a year. | am a stay at home mom, volunteer, and grad school
student, currently working on my Master’s degree in Human Services Counseling.

My family and | lived in Okinawa from 2016 to 2019 in Uruma city, but my first time living in Okinawa was back in 2003 to 2004. Being
married to a Marine is what brought me to Okinawa, but my heart fell in love with the island and her people so quickly that | feel it is my
home away from home now, and my children feel the same way!

My mother is American (from North Carolina) and my father is Japanese (from Hokkaido) but | was born and raised in a small town in
Shizuoka prefecture. Growing up bicultural and bilingual truly came in handy when | moved to Okinawa and that’s where | found my
passion of cultural education of military service members and their families. For 2 years | had a monthly AFN radio show where | spoke
about Japanese culture and traditions so that Americans living in Okinawa grew a better understanding of the land they were living in.

While in Okinawa, | aimed to speak to the local community about military and American - =
culture, and was a guest on shows with FM Naha, Uruma, and Nago.

My family and | loved exploring Okinawa and | feel like we spent every free moment
outdoors! One of our favorite things we liked doing was sea glass hunting—we did that for
hours and hours! We also loved cafe hopping all over the island and met so many wonderful
people that way.

I planned to take my kids back to Okinawa last summer but because of COVID that plan
unfortunately got canceled. | am really hoping that this summer we will be able to return
for a visit! Okinawa will always have a piece of my heart and is a place I long to go back to.
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Hello Everyone! I'm Mike Neu and | joined Okinawa Kai D.C. in 2019 after the Japanese
meetup group | was a part of in D.C. pointed out that my Japanese dialect was a bit
different. Who knew words such as “mimikujira” and “chaahingi” weren’t Japanese?

I'm honored to be featured in the Deigo Shinpo and looking forward to reading about other
members in the near future! I'm sure by talking a little bit about ourselves, our experiences,
and our connection to Okinawa, we’ll be able to become closer to each other and feel right
at home. After all, we Okinawans are great at talking to anyone and everyone, aren’'t we?
Like many members of Okinawa Kai in D.C., | too am half-Okinawan. | spent the majority of
my childhood on Okinawa, being immersed in both Okinawan and American culture. My
mom'’s family is from Kin-cho Yaka and | have many great memories there. From helping my
Obaa/Qjii with their sugar cane fields, to hearing the beat of the taiko drums to the sound
of the sanshins during Obon, | hope one day I'll be able to return to Okinawa for more than
just a short vacation.

My main hobby is traveling and I've had the opportunity to travel to about 20 countries so far. My goal one day is to be able to travel to
each and every island within the Ryukyus and to experience the different cultural aspects of each island. So far, besides Okinawa, I've
been to Ishigaki, Yonaguni, Tokashiki, and le Island. As for my favorite Okinawan foods, it would have to be Okinawa Soba, goya
champuru, abura miso onigiri, and anything with shikwasa. | also like deep sea fishing and religiously follow the Dallas Cowboys.
Currently, I'm working in Malaysia as a Foreign Area Officer for the U.S. Army with a regional concentration in southeast Asia. | hope to
be back in the D.C. area by early next year but if not, I'll be working somewhere else in Asia or Hawaii and playing my sanshin and perhaps
even having a drink or two.

I hope all of you and your families are staying safe and healthy during the COVID-19 pandemic. If there’s one thing I've learned during
these troubling times is how subconsciously | believe in Okinawan superstition. | don’t know about you all but, besides sanitizing
everything, | realized you can never have enough bags of salt to put around the house and in the car to make sure you’re safe and

protected against bad spirits! See you again! N
/ ) = ‘ /
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BEHTLSTTVET! 485HF v —I)LX & B%F TR Charles and Rumiko Edwards became the first time grandparents!
—XTAICHBDRELE LTz BEFTADIYATILI A Their son Michael and his wife Patricia had a beautiful baby girl
ENRUSTIATKIBOE—F. EoTHABVLZDF  on April 5th.  Wishing you many congratulations on your new
TY, EUYEXADEPHLBREZ. ODEDHBHMODEAL  bundle of joy.

EIFEd,

HiEH D dHB Okinawa Aru Aru (Local Customs)
HBHDHDIFTHBLEOSTOHZIHDIZHNALTVWEET, SEOT—TIF THELEE] !

Okinawa Aru Aru are the commonly practiced customs of Okinawa. This edition’s theme is “Daily Life”.

DPOBLIIFIREEOE LB T 7y a>y7ATLTIRES, FBEON>TLLIEERLB>TWVWET, HMEOHTROFHEHHD
WLYT7ZETRAEZLTVWEDZ, TVRLTRIEZEDHBIADBZVOTRBVWTLESD, EETHINDDLTTT7IE. BEER
ORICHERINTVEY,

"Kariyushi wear" is not just a fashionable item, it is a formal dress in Okinawa prefecture. I think there are many people who have seen the
mayor of Okinawa wearing Kariyushi shirts on TV. Kariyushi wear, which is a formal dress, is also worn at ceremonial occasions.

TChA CIZBBEHBEMO L ZIEY. CNISTAHBETIIESERBEMTRIEL. TEHEREFM EFATWIEICHRLEY,
"Jiren" refers to a driving school, and the phrase differs from traditional Japanese. This is because Okinawa originally called it a "car-practice
school” rather than a “driving school”.

BECITHEFEOBHBOZ LT, thOMEMETIEHEDRSNBVWESBIITLTY, EENICIEBALNEZ>T RG] 0JIL—7
ZED. DLDOOBEZHLEVE T, EFocbElE. BAZEDS TH1 OADLEZITRZONIL—ILEB>TVWEY, BAINZED
BLTWE, 2BMRZ LIS FEALIEZEDRLIT>TVEERT,

"Moai" is a custom unique to Okinawa, and is a system that is rarely seen in other prefectures. Specifically, several people get together to form a
"moai" group and offer money little by little. It is a rule that the collected money is received in full by the "oya" (recipient) who changes every
month. This repeats every month until everyone has had a turn to receive!
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Okinawa Spring Holidays & Y
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‘'Seamy’ is an ancestor memorial event that was introduced from China and is one of the three major events in Okinawa
along with Obon and New Years. In March of the lunar calendar, around mid-April, it is common to go to the grave where
family members and relatives rest, clean the structure and prepare offerings, then eat together in front of the grave. It is
said that the ancestors can sleep with peace of mind by holding a memorial service for their ancestors and seeing all their
relatives spending time with each other.

MAY - Yukkanuhi AvAhAXk—
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On May 4th of the lunar calendar, or on holidays before and after
that, a dragon boat race called Harley is held in various parts of
the prefecture. This is a prayer for a year of good fishing and
safe voyage, which are of major concern to fishermen. In some

areas, sumo competitions and entertainment are held as part of

the Harley event. In contrast to the brave appearance of the men
who work hard and paddle, Harley has a deep connection with the wish (Religious ritual). Prior to the rowing, a solemn

ceremony is held at the worship place where the sea gods are enshrined from early morning.

JUNE - Okinawa Memorial Day | REA/)) H 'Okinawa Memorial Day" on June 23 is a holiday established by
the Ryukyu government until Okinawa returned to Japan after

682380 MEEDAR] Cid. BEAMEHIARICERITSZETH thewar

S TEBREKBI DY EIE L 72 RB T3 . Every year on June 23, a memorial service for the victims of
BEcH23BFEI1E500 D 5 H4EEMTS B THEEIEMEE  the Battle of Okinawa is held at 11:50 a.m. at the Okinawa Peace
BEXHNITHON. EFICIIHBIEMEBOERKICEGSET TR % Memorial Park, and at noon a silent prayer is said for the victims
FE->CEHBIFDHEFSNE S, HRADTEH, HEERIE. of the war in the hope of a lasting peace throughout the world.

KIERPEAD D ICIMBEOEANGEERBIT>TWVWET, Okinawans also hold their own private memorial services for
family members and friends.

| e e |

| NFTEXFXXE by BRTITFI272F
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1r2Ea— - EFDPH->TVET, TOUYITITELIRLIL,
Hanamizuki - Collection of Stories by Japanese Care Fund

Three members' stories were included in a recent project to preserve

stories from World War ll. Our member interviews were conducted

JP: okinawakai.org/hana-jp

ENG: okinawakai.org/hanamizuki

|
|
|
|
| by Mieko Maeshiro. Visit the links below to read the stories.
|
|
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Okinawa Kai Newsletter Deigo Shinpo
Editorial Staff: Marie Roper, Justin Russell

To contribute stories or editing and design support, contact Atsuko Russell at
ookiihug@gmail.com.



